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With the deteriorating state of Group 2 saloon car 
racing, the British circuit owners and promoters 
unanimously voted for the change of the major cham- 
pionship to Group 1. As this country has enjoyed two 
good seasons of production saloon car racing at club 
level, one would think there would be little trouble 
in adapting it to the RAC Championship. But that's 
where you would be mistaken. Although the decision 
to run the RAC Championship to Group 1 was taken 
some months ago, the RAC will not be in a position 
to issue the full regulations until the end of November. 
That leaves intending competitors the ludicrously small 
amount of three months to purchase, prepare and 
arrange finance for their programme 

The mystery which surrounds these regulations is 
that originally it was intended to run the Championship 
to full FIA Appendix J Group 1 regulations, which 
seemed very sensible as everyone knew where they 
stood from the beginning. But oh no, that's too simple 
for our rule-makers. Instead they have to alter a few 
items ; not the small irrelevant details but the sort of 
regulation which alters a decision as to which car to 
race. Many people may say that it's meant to be a 
production formula anyway so there's no need for 
intense preparation. But even the more stringent regula- 
tions adopted for the production saloon car series prove 
that this is simply not the case, and with more import- 
ance being attached to this class of racing next year, 
more manufacturers and teams will be spending 
umpteen hundreds or thousands of pounds in using the 
regulations to their advantage as best they can. 

We don't deplore that, as it will happen in any 
formula, but we do deplore the length of time in issuing 
the regulations as the more time available will at least 
give the privateer the chance to get his car as well- 
developed as the works teams. But it's not as though 
the works teams are happy with the situation. The 
powers which decided next year's classes conveniently 
worked it out in such a way that hardly any Ford model 
would become a class winner ; it’s true that Ford have 
rather over-dominated the classes in Group 2, but think 
how many privateers use Ford cars in saloon car racing. 
Removing that lot from the championship, could well 
leave the grids quite empty. 

Somehow this country always manages to do it. After 
making a sensible decision (to make the premier cham- 
pionship for Group 1), it all gets ruined because no 
single person is capable of making the only proper 
decision (to adopt the full FIA Appendix J Group 1 
regulations). Instead either an ill-received association 
or other assorted biased parties try to swing the RAC 
into adopting their version of how the regulations 
should be, making the situation twice as bad and leaving 
the RAC in utter confusion, as well as the competitors 
who are aiming to compete in it. Nevertheless the 
entrants will still have to pay at least £5 in a registra- 
tion fee to the RAC before starting in the championship 


‘our cover picture 


Matra made a determined and successful bid to win the World Manu- 
facturers’ Championship this year and narrowly defeated Ferrari, The 
picture shows Gerard Larrousse on his way to winning Le Mans for 
the French constructors. Our season's review starts on page 30. 
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Grovewood Awards for Pryce, 
Brise, MacLeod, Friswell and Wood 


The winners of this year’s Grove: 
wood awards are Tom Pryce 
Tony Brise and Donald MacLeod 
with special commendations 
Boing to. Geoff Friswell and 
Russell Wood. The Bve drivers 
shared €2,000 and the prizes 
Were. presented on behalf of 
Grovewood Securities by the Rt 


Hon Earl of Gainsborough at a 
reception held in London on 
Tuesday 


Tom Pryce claimed the major 
award of £1,000 with Brise, who 
received a special commendation 
In 1971, taking the £500 second 


place prize and MacLeod £300 in 
third, The. two comm n 
Winners received £100 ¢i 

The Grovewood awards were 
conceived in 1963 by John 
Danny, chairman of Grovewood 


Securities, because he apprect 
ated the need to provide practical 
Gssistance and publicity to young 
British racing drivers. who are 
showing outstanding ability —in 
the early stages of their careers 
In the 11 years in which the 
have. been given they 
ne the most prestigious 
their time 
judges this year were 
Mike Cotton, editor of Motorin 
News, Ray Hutton, Sports Editor 
of Autocar and Tony Dron, sports 
editor ‘of Motor. ‘The terms of 
reference for the judging panel 
remained as always; the choice 
to be from the drivers who in 
their opinion are showing out 


Standing promise in. the. early 
development of their racing 
careers, having regard to the 
cars and facilities at their 
disposal 


This year has not thrown up 
any outstanding new talent and 


choice lay" between several 


who have passed the 
jented_ newcomer” stage but 
begun to. show certain 


maturity in their approach 


Tom Pryce — first. 


‘Twenty - four-year-old Tom 
Pryce has only been in racing 
since 1970 but in three years he 
has come a long way up the 


2 


ladder and was really the only 


Togical choice for the number one 
award. When not racing Pryce 
lives in his native Wales, where 


from the age of 16 until he was 
he trained as an agricultu 


fame about through reading the 
magazines and in 1969 he. sold 
his road-going Mini in order tc 


finance an MRS course at Silver 


stone. In 1970 the Daily Express 
Fan a competition for the MRS 
pupils at Silverstone. the prize 


being a new FF Lola T200. 
the Lola for 


ex-works 
Royale RPS ‘drove a 
Royale RP9 and wai 
the highest placed British drive 


in the European Gold Cup series 
In 1972 he mov with 
the works Royale fest 
to win the first the 
Shell championship supporting 
the Race of Champions. He 
proved very quick on 
ther occasions gaining & 1 
of pole positions but _me 
failures and a few accidents, one 
of which ended in a broken leg. 
Fobbed him of further successe 
in F3. At the end of "72 he 
moved in Formula Atlantic with 
Royale and had a good win at 
Brands at the end of the ye 


wins at Mallory, Snetterton and 
Brands His mechanical 
misfortunes gain though 
and he Was Out of the results for 

time. In June he made 
the switch to F2 when a fellow 
Atlant r, ‘Chris Meek. 
bought him one of the Rondel 


Racing Motul Mis. The car was 
fun and prepared by the works 
and right away Tom put up some 
impressive performances. His 
best result in F2 was a 

at Norisring. 

Next season he hopes to con: 
tinue in F2 although he is 
interested in FS000 and has hi 
sights firmly set on Fi 

Like Pryce, Tony Brise started 
car racing in 1970 although he 


had ‘got nine years of Kartin 
experience behind him. — Like 
many other successful young 
racing drivers of recent years he 


had been British Kart Champion 
and the transition mere 
formality. He did a full season 
of FF in 1971 winning 30 races 
with his Elden 

In 1972 he moved in 
a ‘works "supported Brabham 
before switching to a GRD in 
the second half of the year. He 
won seven races and at the end 
of the season was showing really 


excellent form which marked 
him as the man-most-likely-to in 
F3 for 1973. 

He stayed with GRD, spon: 


Kent Mi 


al newspaper the 
wer, for the early 
art of the season before switch 
fog March. After gaining 
an honours degree at Aston 
July he got down 
wus racing again and 
showed ‘his end of 
and quickly climbed up the 
hampionship tables. He clinched 
the prestigious John Player ttle 
perb win at the final 
Found. and with 
wind left of the Lom: 
bard North Central championship 
he had a handy lead 
In his spare time, Tony is a 
rin charge of Bardahl Oi 
ion, based at Swanley 
in Kent near his home in W: 
mington. Recently engaged, he 
his sights on F2 for next 
but. is. also. considering 
the object of the exer 
is to get in to Grand. Prix 


Donald MacLeod — third. 


Winner of the third award is 
6-year-old Donald MacLeod who 
hails from Scotland but now lives 
in Wokingham. He says he has 
always been interested in motor 
Facing but it was not until 1969 
that he decided to do something 
about it. He took courses at 
both MRS and the JRRDS before 


building his own Dulon LD4C for 
1970. During that year he had 
yur wins but with the same 
car in 1971 he only had one 
further success. 

1972 was far more successful 
The Dulon was swopped for a 
Lotus 69 and he scored seven 
wins which made him a joint 
Winner of the Scottish FF cham: 
pionship and fourth in the BOC 

This season he started out 
with a 1968 Merlyn but despite 
its age it gave Donald some good 
races and a number of wins early 
fon in the season. In June he 

hed to a Van Diemen, a new 

and built by Ralph 

jorfolk. The car was 

an immediate winner and he was 

able to keep up his championship 

challenges, He eventually won 

the big one, the BOC, and 
finished second in the STP cha 


pionship. 

MacLeod, who is a zone sales 
man for BMW, has raced a Gl 
BMW on occasions and next 
season he plans either Formula 
Atlantic or F2, Being a Scot 
is heroes are not unnaturally 
Jim Clark and Jackie Stewart 
and he wants to be the next 


Scotsman in Fi 


Geoff Friswell — commendation. 


Geoff Friswell has been com: 
peting in motor sport since he 
‘was 16 back in 1961. He started 
in motor-cycle scrambling which 
he continued until 1968 when he 
acquired a Nicholson MGB. An 
engine blow up put an end to 
that after eight races and he 
moved in F4 with a Vixen for 
1968 and 1969. Shortage of 
money brought about temporary 
retirement towards the end of 
1969, In 1970 he bought the 
ex-Bev Bond Brabham | BT21B 
hopefully for F3 but deciding he 
would) not’ be competitive he 
fitted a twin cam engine and did 
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Jacky Ickx signs for 


John Player 


Jacky Ickx signed for John 
Player Team Lotus on Monday 
Ichad been widely rumoured that 
the Belgian would put pen tc 
paper for the team although the 
Actual form of the contract Is n: 

known, The short statement su 

it was exclusively for Fl but it 
id nok say for how many years 
for whether he would be able to 


Ick: exclusively FI for JPTL 


Lotus 


any sports car racing: under 
the normal terms of a Lotus con- 
tract a driver is not allowed to 
drive any other make of car 
Teke's signature for JPTL 
jeans that he has once again 
changed his brand of cigarettes. 
At the end of last season he 
Switched to Marlboro from Kent 
not for the money but because 
I think it Is a better cigarette 
presumably the JPS is better still 
This of course gives JPS 
another very strong team for next 
season, Ickx’s only. really. ¢ 
petitive FI outing this year was 
in a “one-off ” drive for Yardley 
McLaren’ at the Nurburgring 


when he finished a healthy third. 
He also showed good form in the 
Iso Marlboro at Watkins Glen 
nd with Ronnie Peterson next 
year he could well recapture the 
form which gave him eight GP 
wins in his years with Brabham 
and Ferrari 

lckx’s first assignment for his 
new team will be tyre testing 
a. Paul Ricard and his first race 
will be at the Argentine GP in 
January. Meanwhile his _ pre- 
decessor at JPS, Emerson Fitti- 
paldi, will be testing for Mc- 
Laren but the Marlboro announce: 
ment cannot be made until his 
Player's contract runs Out on 
December 31, McLaren of course 
have problems over announcing 
the deal also as they are tied to 
Yardley, The situation with the 
cosmetics firm is still not sorted 
wut and the name connected 
with the seat this week is Mike 
Hailwood 


Gardner tests 


new 


Formula 1 Lola 


The Lola T370 Formula One car 
turned a wheel for the first. time 
at Snetterton at the beginning of 
this week. The whole operation 
Was shrouded in secrecy at the 
circuit as Frank Gardner gave It 


Grovewood Awards cont. 
the BOC formule libre champion. 
Ship. This way something of a 
disaster with a number of 
mechanical failures and minor 
crashes. 

‘Things took a big turn for the 
better in 1971 when he turned 
to a competitive class of racing 
he could afford, Clubman's sports 
cars, With @ great deal of help 
from his friend Ray Mallock he 
built one of the Mallock U2s and 
although starting fairly late in 
the year he came second to Ray 
in. the. championship. Sticking 
with Clubman’s in 1972 he won 
the 1600 championship by. scor 
ing 14 wins from 19. starts 

‘This season he went back to 
single seaters with an ex-works 
Surtees TS10 in Formula Atlantic 
The car proved difficult to get 
to terms with and he wrote it off 
at Mallory Park in May. His 
father, a Coventry builder, came 
to his rescue and with bits and 
Pieces from the Surtees he built 
Up a March 73B. Immediately he 
became a front runner and after 
several high placings scored a 
couple of wins which gave him 
third place in the Yellow Pages 
championship. 

Geoff does all the preparation 
of this car himself, except the 
engines, and plans to continue in 
‘Atlantic next year. He would like 
to get into Fl but failing that 
F5000 in Europe and America 

Twenty-nine-year-old Russell 
Wood made his racing debut. in 
1971 in an FF Merlyn. He had 
always wanted to get into racing 
and had numerous accidents on 
the road so his sister gave him 
8 MRS course for his birthday 
to get it out of my. system. 
It did not happen quite like that 
though and he continued in FF 
for two years. A Palliser followed 
the Merlyn then a works Royale. 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 1, 1973 


In 1971, when he had three Super 
Vee races also, he finished third 
in the BOC and Townsend Thore 
sen championships 


Va 


Russell Wood — commendation 


He got married at the beginning 
of 1972 and his wife Jane helps 
him tun his two trendy clothes 
shops in Kingston and Croydon. 
That year he moved into F3 with 
a March and while everyone was 
complaining about their cars he 
Scored some good placings which 
was rewarded with the second 
works STP ear for the second half 
of the ye 

This season he stayed in F3 
with a semi-works March and he 
Started “the year with wins at 
Brands Hatch, Oulton Park and 
Siiverstone. A testing accident 
and then endless engine problems 
kept him out of the top placings 
for the rest of the year but he 
finished third in the John Player 
Championship. 

His racing plans for next sea- 
son have yet to be finalised but 
he is hoping to do F500 or F2. 


the preliminary work out 
Lola's Derek Ongaro was not 
red to say anything about 
‘car on Monday, " it's got four 
wheels and a wing.” Somebody 
who. saw it" up at Snetterton 
likened it to the latest. McRae 
with big side tanks and a wing 
hung a long way behind the car. 
This car ts very much the pro- 
type and exactly how many 
will be built depends on Graham 
Mill and his sponsors. finalising 
the details of their plans for next 
This is the frst FI Lola to be 
built by Eric Broadley’s company 
for over 10 years and following 
the company"s tremendous suc: 
sss in F5000 over the past three 
years its performance will be 
watched with great interest. It 
Is perhaps significant. that Lo 
and Eagle are both building Fl 
cars after a number of years 
absence while GRD are also. em: 
barking on an FI project. 


©The first winner of the GT40 
OC Paul Hawkins Memorial 
Trophy Is Anthony Hutton whose 
GT40” Mirage accumulated | 33 
points in the seven-event series, 
Second was John Cooper with 
27 and third Steven Smith with 
25, 


Castrol back 
RAC Gi— 
no regs yet 


Castrol are to sponsor the 1974 
RAC British Touring Car Cham- 
pionship for Group 1 cars after 
giving their support to the club 
Production saloon car series for 
the past two series, Since next 
year marks the 75th anniversary 
founding of the C 

the series is to be 
titled Castrol Anniversary Tour 
ing Car Championship. 


Incredibly the RAC will not be 
publishing “the regulations until 
the end of November—just three 
months before the first round— 
although the already-announced 
Classes of a) over 4000. cei b) 
2501 to 4000 ce; c) 1601 to 2500 
cc and d) up to 1600 cc have 
been confirmed. Each class will 
be designated with a different 
roof colour—red for A; blue for 
B; green for C and white for D. 
Competitors will have co register 
for the championship at a cost of 
around £5 and a permanent num: 
ber will be allocated to each for 
Use throughout the series, 


With regards to the regula. 
tions, the Castrol release ex- 

fed that “it will be for FIA 
Appendix J Group 1 touring cars 
although consideration is being 
Riven to the possibility of modi- 
fications to the regulations as 
regards control of tyre sizes, 
freedom of springs and the use 
of a isd.” Whatever the reasons 
not announcing the regulations 
until the end. of November is 
simply not good enough for com- 
petitors to sort out thelr. plans 
and it’s certain to have detrimen. 
tal repercussions on entries, But 
why can't the full FIA GI regu: 
lations be used as they area— 
they're good enough for the rest 
of Europe! 


The 13 rounds planned for the 
series are: March 10, Mallory 
Park; March 17, Brands Hatch; 
April 7, Silverstone; April 13, 
Oulton Park; April 15, Thruxton: 
May 12, Silverstone: May 27, 
Thruxton; July 21, Brands Hatch; 
August 17, Inglision; August 26, 
Brands Hatch; September 8, Oul: 
ton Park; October 6, Snetterton; 
October 20, Brands ‘Hatch, 


F2 Association 


press 


ahead with demands 


There was a meeting of the F2 
Association in London on Mon- 
day for further discussions on 
arrangements for next year 
The real purpose of the meeting 
was for’ John Surtees, John 
Coombs and Peter Gaydon to 
report on their meeting with 
Emile Brazing of the organisers 
and for Gaydon to report on his 
meeting last week twith Claude 
Le Guezec of the CSI. 
‘The significant fact to emerge 
was that the CSI did not ratify 
the organisers proposals and 


financial scale at their last meet- 
ing which Is seen as a fairly 
significant victory. 

The Association decided to 
press ahead with their demand 
for unlimited participation of 
graded drivers and the increase 
in the financial scale and they 
have “firmly placed hopes” that 
these will be accepted at the 
next CSI meeting on December 
14 which Peter Gaydon has been 
invited to attend representing 
the constructors, 


MARTIN BIRRANE 
and 


CROWNE RACING 


WINNERS EUROPEAN 2 LITRE SPORTS CAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
wish to thank 


HEWLAND LOLA 
FIRESTONE CASTROL 


CHAMPICN FORD 
FERODO BORG-BECK 
COSWORTH BROADSPEED 


GOMM METAL DEVELOPMENTS, BILSTEIN AND SHELL 


CROWNE RACING 13 WEYMEDE, BYFLEET, SURREY 


MORAND ENGINES 
L & M1972 TASMAN 1972 


Congratulates 
VDS Racing Team 
his driver 
Teddy PILETTE 
and 
CHEVRON 
Winners 


of the Rothmans Formula 5000 Championship 1973 
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New Super Salo 


‘A Super Saloon Series in 1974 
That's the exciting news that will 
bring together the best in hybrid 
racing saloons at eight’ major 
‘meetings next year incorporating 
most British circuits. Following 
the successful Westwood Cup 
idea at Silverstone in October 
leading entrants and drivers in 
the race formulated plans for 
a lucrative series for these cars 
next’ year and most of the 
groundwork has already been 
completed, with great support 
Prize money of around £1,000 
per round is expected for cach 
Of the eight rounds and already 
ten leading names have pledged 
their support, some by lodging 
deposits of entry fees for all the 
rounds. Those taking part in all 
rounds include Gerry Marshall 
With his new V8 Repco-engined 
Ventora, David Howes’ exciting 
American Motors Javelin, Colin 
Hawker's Formula i DFV-engined 
Ford Capri, Tan Richardson's ex: 
citing Chevrolet Corvair (and 
that is really something), Mick 
Hill's Boss Capri with a new 
engine, Tony Strawson's Silver 
atone record-breaking Capri, 
Tony Hazlewood's spectacular 
Dig-engined Daf 55, something 


ultra special from BMW. for @ 
driver to be nominated, Chris 
Meek's ultra-quick Escort and a 
new device from former Mini 


man Geoff Wood. What a line-up 
but many more top saloon car 
names are also very interested In 


on Series 


this new series and at leas: 20 
Super Saloons are expected to 
appear in each round. In the 
advent of overfull grids, qualify 
ing will take place in practice 
"The series will be organised 
by the BRSCC and will be run 
1974 RAC special saloon car 
regulations with particular atten: 
tion being paid. to the fitting of 
full roll cages. The races will be 
mainly of 15 laps duration and 
prize money will probably cover 
the whole field, starting at 
around £200 for first place while 
there will be an added incentive 
of €50 for the rst Z-litre Super 
Saloon. Interested sponsors for 
this new Super Saloon series 
should contact Peter Browning at 


the BRSCC, while Motor Circuit 
Developments’ John Webb has 
given his support to the series by 
incorporating it at his major 
meetings on MCD. circuits next 

The dates for the six English 
rounds are: April 13 Snetterton 
(international meeting): May _5, 
Brands Hatch (one of MCD's big 
Promotion meetings): May 27 
Oulton Park (International) : July 


7, Croft (star race at 
meeting); August 4, Silve 
(international); and ‘October 13, 
Mallory Park (International) 
There will be, in addition, 9 
round at Mondello Park with that 
date to be finalised and in Scot 
land, the Ingliston organisers are 
holding @ round on August 18. 


Warner comments on F1 rumour 


Following a report in Motor last 
week that GRD were building an 
Fl car for next year designed 
by Maurice Phillippe and to be 
Sponsored by Myson, Mike 
Warner had this to say! "1 don't 
buy the magazine because 1 don't 
consider it a racing magazine and 
anyway I get Autocar free. Their 
gossip writer should check on 
his facts instead of listening to 
his prospective brother-in-law 
(Tom Walkinshaw) who is not 
even a member of the current 
racing scene. 


“1 have always said that GRD 
will not participate in FI as a 
company “and that policy still 
stands, We are investigating FI 
and. possibly will have a car 
ready for testing by the middle 
of next year." 


Warner did confirm — that 
Andrew. Ferguson. had. joined 
GRD; “at this moment he. is 
representing us at an F2 Associa 


tion meeting.” On the question 
of Maurice Phillippe he said” we 
are talking toa number of 
designers.” 

‘The proposed car should be 
ready "for. testing» half-way 
through next year and they will 
not consider racing it until it 
has been through a long test and 
development programme with & 


variety of drivers 
‘Vern Schuppan is currently 
doing all the testing for next 
Year's models while Derek Be 
has been signed to do all the 
2litre rounds of the. Springbok 
series in the DART S73 after Tim 
Schenken and Dave Charlton have 
done the Kyalami Nine hours, 


Parsons the champ 


Benny Parsons, a 34-year-old one- 
time cab driver from Detroit, 
became NASCAR's Grand 
National champion and winner of 
the Winston Cup at Rockingham, 
NC, on October 21 

With Richard Petty and Cale 
Yarborough both still in the title 
hunt prior to this final round of 
the '73 NASCAR season, Parsons 
could not take things easy. Things 
looked bad early in the 492-lap 
race when he got Involved in a 
seven-car pile-up on the 13th lap 
which badly damaged. his pri- 
vately-owned Chevrolet, but parts 
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salvaged from another competi- 
tor’s car got him back into the 
race after more than a hour's 
work in the garage area. 

Petty retired his STP-Dodge 
with engine failure after 198 
laps, and Yarborough dropped 
from second to third place on 
the last lap when a tyre went 
soft on his Chevelle, so Parsons 
Was able to claim the title with 
308 laps completed 

Race winner was Mercury 
driver David Pearson, a lap ahead 
of Buddy Baker (Dodge), It was 
the Iith victory of the season 
for Pearson, who led for 391 
laps in all 


Donohue dominates Riverside 


Mark Donohue won four races 


Riverside last weekend before 


unnouncing his retirement. He won both CanAm races. and two of 


the Champion Porsche events (the 
« picture Redman leads Donohue, Redman's Polak Porsche 

second place ut Riverside with broken suspension. Jody 
up to third after starting from 


In the aber 
retiring fror 


Scheckter's Polak Porsche worked 
the back when the gearbox. broh 
damaged bodywork after clipping 


Follmer retired Jor the sume reasa 


ther went to George Follmer) 


the heat, but retired with 
Of the ridiculous tyre markers 


in both races 


Brian Hough tragedy 


One of modsports staunchest 
competitors for the past four 
seasons, Brian Hough. 


tragically killed at Thruxton 
Sunday. Hough, whose Mayfield 


Motors business based in Wal 
lasey, Cheshire distributed TVRs, 
was’ driving the ex-Richard 


Taft/Ted Worswick, semi-works 
54 Litre TVR Tuscan in the race 
as he has done all season, in an 
attempt to clinch the over 3 litre 
Class of the Blue Circle cham: 
ploaship. 

Hough started racing in 1960 
with an ex-F2 1953 Cooper Bris. 
fol which sported a Williams and 
Pritchard sports car body and 
scored a few wins at Oulton and 
Aintree until having a serious 
accident at Oulton in 1961 when 
the front wishbone collapsed, 
The car was rebuilt and after 
one win in 1962, it was sold, 
Hough then gave up motor 


racing until 1965 when he raced 
a FS Cooper-BMC with dis: 
appointing results and when that 
was sold, he retired from 
racing until 1969 when his 3 litre 
VG engined Tuscan first appeared, 
After successes in local meetings, 
Hough concentrated on the cham: 
plonships in 1971 and won both 
the STP and Chevron Oil cham: 
plonships as well as winning 
BARC’s President Cup. Last year 
was nearly ag successful with 
the same car, again winning out- 
right the STP modsports cham: 
pionship and taking the class in 
the BARC Chevron Oil. series. 
That car was then sold to Ed 
Stephens, and Hough took the 
helm of ‘the bigger Ian Richard 
son-engined Tuscan 

Brian Hough wag 37 years old 
and to his wife, and two children 
Avrosport offers its deepest sym: 
pathy 


Brian Hough at Thruxton before his fatal accident with the TVR. 


© Peter Hanson and not Vince 
Woodman won the 1300 class of 
the RAC British Group 2 Tour- 
ing Car Championship. An error 
in the Brands Hatch programme 
made it seem thar Woodman had 


@ chance of taking the class lead 
but this in fact was not so, and 
Hanson only ran the 2 litre 
Escort of John Hanson as he had 
already clinched the class title 
and the 1300 car had been sold 


5 


NO PRIZES! 


for spotting which cars are 
fitted with 


JOHN ALEY 
F.ILA-TYPE ROLL-OVER BARS 


THE CHANCES ARE THAT NEARLY ALL DRIVERS SPECIFY 
THE JOHN ALEY ROLL-OVER BAR. 


WHY? Whatever the application the roll-over bar has been 
proved, approved and guaranteed. 


HOW MUCH? COMPETITION MODELS FROM _ £22.50. 
“AERODYNAMIC” sports car models from £15.75 or 
” ordinary” models for sports and saloons from £10.75. 


BY POPULAR DEMAND—THE LARGEST PRODUCERS OF ROLL-OVER BARS | 
THERE'S PROBABLY A STOCKIGT IN YOUN ARI 


ALEYBARS 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON. TEL: SAWSTON (02203) 2575. 


We are at your service for 
maintenance and replacement parts 
supply for all ZF products — 
gearboxes, power steering and 
differentials — Service at the 

point of Need. 


ZF GEARS (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 
Lilac Grove, Beeston, 
NG9 10x. 


Nottingh: 
lephone: 0602-25350, 221865/6 
rolex: 377062 


EMBASSY EUROPEAN 
RALLYCROSS CHAMPIONSHIP 


Double points at the Final at Lydden on Saturday, 3rd Novem. 
ber, 1973. 

Championship positions so far: Points 
1 John Taylor Escort 59 
2 Franz Wurz vw 

3 Rod Chapman Escort 

4 Stig Blomqvist Saab 51 
5 Jan de Rooy Daf 

6 Per Eklund Saab 42 
7 Harry de Rooy Daf 

& Hugh Wheldon Mini 35 


Come to _Lydden on Saturday, 3rd November or see the Final 
on BBC Television. 


WELL DONE 
JOHN 


PINCH (PLANT) 
LTD. 


WISH TO CONGRATULATE 
JOHN NICHOLSON 
ON HIS FINE WIN IN 
THE BP FORMULA 
ATLANTIC CHAMPIONSHIP 
1973 
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Pit and Paddock 


Mark Donohue retires 


After winning the final CanAm 
race at Riverside last week and 
clinching the championship for 
Roger Penske's Sunoco Porsche 
team, Mark Donohue announced 
his retirement from racing 


His decision to quit has meant 
that’ within the space of two 
Weeks, two of the most success 
Tul. driver/team manager com: 
binations of modern times has 
called a halt to its racing part- 
nership. For Mark Donohue and 
Roger Penske have been the 
Jackie Stewart and Ken. Tyrrell 
of American racing. Donohue will 
continue to be very much involved 
In racing however as he will be- 
come general and racing manager 
bf Roger. Penske Racing Enter 
prises 


Donohue started racing in 1959 
with 1 Chevrolet Corvette tn bill: 
Climbing. In 1961 he bought an 
Elva Courier and with it won the 


SCA mateur champion- 
ship. In. 1965 with a Mustang and 
Lotus "208 he won two. more 
amateur national championships 


before starting his legendary part 
nership with Roger Penske in 
1966. Penske himself had just 
retired from a successful racing. 


career and. it surprised most 
people when he chose the inex: 
Perienced Donohue to race his 


team cars. The judgment was 
justified however when the crew 
‘cut “baby face" Mark finished 
Second overall In the new Canam. 
Series driving a Penske Special 
In. 1967 he won six out of eight 
US Road’ Racing Championship 
events and took the championship 
While’ the Penske Special gave 
him thied in the CanAm series 


In 1968 and "69 the Penske 


Donohue partnership took the 
TransAm championships for 
Chevrolet while 69 saw their 
Indy debut. Donohue. finished 


seventh and won the Rookie of 
the Year award. The following 
year he finished second and. fin: 
Ally won it in 1972 


‘The team also 


competed in 


occasional long distance sports 
ear races. With Chuck Parsons 
Donohue took Penske's Sunoco 
Lola T70 to victory at Daytona 
and in 1971 the team ran a Fer 
rari 512M at several races includ- 
ing Le Mans where it was lead: 
ing before the engine broke, 


Single seater racing did no 
really, feature. strongly in his 
Career until the 1970" Indy in- 
volvement. Since then he had 
competed. spasmodically in USAC 
events while in L971 he did the 
Canadian GP in a Penske-White 
run McLaren M19, In Canada, 
where the conditions were bad 
Inthe ‘extreme he drove with 
tremendous skill to finish third. 
Since then he has not done any 
FI although many teams wanted 
his "services 

This year he has won the 
CanAm ‘championship while he 
ais did part of the L&M P5000 
Series in'a much modified L 
Using an American Motors engine 


and gained a number of high 
placings. 

It_has not been so much the 
number of victories which has 
Riven the Donohue/Penske set 
tip its reputation more the thor 
Sughness in which they go about 
it" Penske organises everything 


in meticulous detail while Dono- 


hue, a mechani ngineer 
graduate, Is in charge of the 
Preparation and driving of the 
Cars. His reputation for sorting 
cars (s almost unrivalled through: 
Out the world 

? The 

though 
it has been announced that Peter 
Revson will drive for the team 


in the big 500-mile USAC events 


ext season. With the recent 
acquisition of Graham McRae’s 
factory in Dorset it is thought that 


they will embark on an Fl. pro- 
gramme in the near future. 
Drivers are scarce at the moment 
but It would not be surprising to 
see them take over the running 
Of an established team 


USAC legislation 


Speeds at Indianapolis and other 
USAC. circuits are expected to 
drop in 1974 following the intro- 
duction of new legislative restric 
tions introduced last week by 
US Auto Club. 

Wing size in future will be 
restricted to the FI limit of 
43 sq_ in (last year it was 55), 
‘and although there is no change 
in wing location, the rule is ex- 
pected to increase lap times in 
Spite of expected higher straight 
away speeds. 

Also agreed by USAC was a 
reduction in the amount of fuel 
allowed to teams for their races 
No car will be allowed to use 
more than 280 gallons for 2 500- 
mile race. Limits at the begin- 
ning of 1973 were 375 gallons, 
dropping to 340 after the Indian- 
apolis accident had caused a re- 
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changes 


think 

‘Some USAC authorities predict 
a drop of 20 mph in speeds at 
Indianapolis, where _pole-winner 
Johnny Rutherford failed by only 
fractions to beat the 200. mph 
barrier this year. A further 
“pons” of the new. regs will 
be to increase the reliability of 
the turbocharged 4-cylinder Offy 
engines, since a combination of 
wing and fuel limit rules should 
result in redesigned engines giv 
around 660 horsepower In- 
stead of 1973's reported 1,050. 

The rule introduced’ after 
Indianapolis to limit fuel carried 
on board to 40 gallons has been 
retained. The fuel must be con- 
tained in a safety cell on the 
left hand side of the car, in 
spite of criticisms that this'can 
Tead to instability 


These are the first pictures of th 
full. monocoque chassis with de 
well-proven B25 F2 suspension 
incorporates the rear wing 

The Derek Rennett design hos 
himself and. in. South Africa wi 
driven for Team Gunston by 
duction of the new cur {# now w 
been sold to Japan 


‘Springbok series this weekend. 


John 


new Chevron B26 which will debut 

Basically it has a brand new 
formable structure fitted with the 
The bodywork is all new also and 


been fully tested by the designer 
il use a Brian Hart. BDA and. be 

Watson and lan. Scheckter. Pro- 
ell under ‘way and the first six have 


Redman signs for 
Hall/Hass again 


Brian Redman has signed a con. 
tract with Americans Jim. Hall 
and Carl Hass to race exclusively 
for them in F5000 and other 
‘This of course means that he 
will not be able to drive for 
UOP Shadow, who haye recently 
been talking to him with regard 
toa full Fl. season next: year. 
Redman, of course, drove for 
the Hall Hass team this season 


with their specially developed 
F5000 Lola T330. in which he 
finished second to Jody Scheckter 


im the LAM series, 


Lunger signs for 
and tests Eagle 


Dan Gurney wants an American 
in the Formula 5000 Eagle which 
he will be running in US and 
European races next season, It 
seems. Last week, Brett Lunger 
was in California to test the pro- 
totype car and to sign a. con. 
tract with Gurney's organisation 

‘This means a break for Lunger 
(29) from the Carl Hogan team 
which for the past two seasons 
has run the competitive pair of 
Hagar’ Slacks Lolas for’ David 
Hobbs and Lunger in the L&M 
championship. By undertaking a 
parallel (if rather less successful) 
Programme of F2 in Europe, it 
Seems that transatlantic experi- 
fence has finally paid off for the 
busy and ambitious American, 

Reports from California indi- 
cate that early setbacks with the 
new Eagle have been overcome. 
‘The overheating difficulties have 
been ironed out, and steering 
problems eliminated by isolating 
the steering rack from the [n- 
board front brake discs 

First reported customer for an 
Eagle is. Argentina's Nestor 
Garcia “El Nene” Veiga. Accord- 
ing to Veiga, the list price is to 
be. $36,000, almost twice the 
expected price of a 1974 Lola, 


F1 Lyncars 
take shape 


‘The two Lyncars being built for 
John Nicholson's FI debut next 
year are already well on thelr 
way, with the current prospected 

ince date being the Race 


Champions in March, 
Some experience has been 
gained with the DFV engine 


Attached to the back end of the 
David Good's hillelimb car, while 
Nicholson expects the front sus: 
Pension to be pretty much the 
Same as his current champion- 
ship winning Atlantic car. The 
main area of redesigning is in the 
actual tub where the extra fuel 
will be accommodated, — Nichol- 
Son expects the driver area to be 
fairly far forward to make way 
for fuel in a large seat tank 


On the Atlantfe side, two cars 
will be built over the ‘winter for 
sale next year, although surpris 
ingly. Nicholson hasn't actually 
been approached by any customer 
in particular 


Modsport classes 


At Thruxton on October 28 a 
meeting of modified sports car 
drivers took place to discuss the 
regulations for 1975 onwards. 
‘Agreement was reached to leave 
all. regulations basically as now 
With certain clarifications except 
on the subject of class limits. It 
has been decided to hold a 

lot to. decide the majority 
decision of the following alterna 
tives: A up to. 1150; 1151-2000; 
2001-3000 and over 3000 cc 
B up to 1150; 1151-1300; 1901- 
3000 and over 3000 ‘cc or 
€ up to 1300; 1301-2000 ; 2001- 


3000 and over 3000 cc. 
All drivers must send their 
yote immediately to Andrew 


Talbot, Aston Lodge, Aston, nr. 
Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 3BZ, as 
a. decision must be reached by 
the end of the year. For 1974 
classes will be as this year's Blue 
Circle rounds, ie option A 


Pit and Paddock 


BRANDS HATCH | Merced: was, used, an 1593 


temnea enema Ge. | seceae <i sore ncteot | Lafffite wins at Arras 


crudity and Mr Kera, its brave 


Seems set to take the title at | driver will have to push it fairly 

Brands Hatch this Sunday, but | fard to reach Brighton before | John Player Formula Three twisty cireuit_ was won by 
the 30 lap race contains a good | the RAC shut up shop at 4pm. | Champion Tony Brise went to Christian Ethuin from Laffite and 
entry including Mo Harness, Se ne Ei bo vuctivityyon | Aras last weekend to take the  Serpaggi who were all very clos 
Russell Wood, lan Taylor. Mike | che Brighton road for most ‘ot | French F3 drivers on ina French while Paoli, Brise and Leclere 
Wilds, Masami Kuwashima, | the day, but some of the cars are | championship event. His Kent made up the next bunch, 
Richard Robarts, and Brian | capable’ of doing the journey fessenger March was fitted with in the second heat Ethuin 
Henton, The Lotus Elans of | wonstop at the ‘maximum pe 2 none too powerful engine and retired and Lafitte won comfort 
John Pearson and John | mitted average of 20 mph, Spe he had to struggle to keep up. ably as Paoli, Jean Ragnotti, Brise 


However overall on the two heats and Leclere took the next four 
he finished fourth behind Jac Places all. close together with 


Evans should make for good 
racing in the modsports ‘race 


fators should expect to see. the 
leaders at Croydon around 8.40. 


auaerenas, Gabe Mater | thon tunes are oo cary or 
Eocort., Syd Fox nesds the Fr | On 8 cold Sunday, morning. fo Ch . hi 
faces and the remainder of he | Si twouble they hve” ana, ow sessnianacae 


they are baulked bi 
Migila and Mexico race. The | Modem trafic. It’s very, unkind 


mainte ai SeTeae | mate ewer we gomn ce | POSILIONS 


@ hill, for he may then be stuck 
in bi 


SNETTERTON the top, 


Figsains tat eaati Among. the people to look out 
Fee oa ETS CC areal | for are Stirling Moss, driving a 


iM their Formula Ford Festi. | 1903. Daimler No. 154, Bas 


A Davenport on the 1902 Century 
Theres) se wisen ot aver 1g Reader Ha oa 
Formula Fordsters whi pane Bae ~The: 
(peg okey Sears In the 1904. Mercedes. No 


248. It is hoped that Bill Lake's 
Paris-Vienna 1902 racing Mors 
No. 127 will be ready this time 
the engine having a capacity of 
more than 24 litres for each of 
Its four cylinders, and your ver 
mwa Technical Editor” will be 


LONDON TeprseningAvwosrone nan 
BRIGHTO 
The don to srishton | Derek Huntley 


commemorative run of the RAC 


Seeded down into 
fand then a 
ps. The first race starts at 
30 a.m, with the final at 3 p.m. 
and the festival party and disco 
5 pam. 


will take place on Sunday, | We regret to report the sudden 
November 4. This year, the | death at Snetterton last Sunday 
police have permitted a slight f Derek Huntley, from Sunder: 
increase in numbers, 270 taking | land. Huntley had. enjoyed a 
art, though there are still some | very successful season. in. the 


Feserve entries. Of these 270, 10 | North East with his FVC-engined 

have crossed the Atlantic, seven | Escort after successes in’ the 

from Holland, five from Ger- | past two. seasons with an 

many, three from Belgium, two | Escort TC. At Snetterton while 

from Sweden, and one each from | practising his Escort with a new 

France, Luxemburg and Portugal. | engine installed, Huntley felt | @ John Wickham, former com. There will almost certainly be no 
Car No. 1 will be flagged away | unwell—possibly through fumes | petitions secretary of the BARC Brazilian F2 Torneio series this 

from Hyde Park at 8 am and is | —and subsequently collapsed and | nd this year's Team Surtees F year. ‘The projected two. race 

an official entry from Mercedes | died in the paddock. To his wife | manager, has resigned from the series has been put in jeopardy 
in Germany, no less! It is actually | and family” Avrosroxr offers | Edenbridge set-up and left yester- because the new circuit outside 

@ product’ before the name | its deepest sympathy day (Wednestay) Brasilia is not completed. 


CATCHPOLE By Barry Foley 


W'S AWELL KNOWN FACT | STAT WE VULTURES ‘2 ARE ALWAYS POUNCING ON 
Me DEAD BODIES 


© Autsroon 1979 
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PROFILE 


Achim Warmbold 


By JOHN DAVENPORT 


It Js a fact that nationalism is not dead even about that time that he happened to see a 
In a united Europe. Despite the internation- film of Rauno Aaltonen driving a Mini and 
alism of motor sport and especially rallying doing all sorts of things with it like hand. 
where it is nothing unusual to find a Swede brake turns and 360 degree spins. This sort 
driving a Japanese car navigated by a French- of stunt fired his imagination and within a 
man, manufacturers’ teams definitely have a very short time the Sprite had gone and was 
preference for using their own nationals replaced by an 850 Mini Py 
However, until recently the rally scene was ‘This was really his frst contact with the 
pretty well dominated by Scandinavians with idea of motor sport but soon he was to be 
the occasional French or British driver getting inextricably tied up with it, His boss, un: 
@ look in from time to time, If you were known to him, rallied a Porsche 365 Super C 


running a German team, you had plenty of in local events and one weekend when his 
first-class racing drivers to call upon, but regular navigator went sick, he persuaded 
precious few top-flight rally drivers. In the the young employee to go along and take his 
early sixties, Germany led Europe at rallying _place. When the boss asks, it is a bit difficult 


that Walter > say no even if you are scared stiff of 


as can be seen by the fa 


Achim Warmbold. 


Schock was European rallies champion in and perhaps losing more 
1960, Hans Walter took the title in 1961 and Thus it was that Warm 
the ‘great Eugen Bohringer completed the bold competed in his first rally and suffice it tarmac test. He was getting the idea of drift- 
German hat-trick in 1962. Since the beginning to say that far from getting the boss lost, ing quite nicely until they overshot a junction 
of the seventies, Germany has been experien: hey ther well so that he got asked t and after that Zweibaumer took the wheel 
ing a rally boom, maybe not so large and do For a couple of years this asso again. However, this had truly whetted his 
vigorous as the one in Britain or the one in ciat! while the boss got bigger appetite and he began to take every oppor: 
Italy, but. boom nevertheless, Now, like and better Porsches winding up with a 911. tunity to drive in rallies though at the same 
Munari in Italy or Clark in England, it too Other drivers got to realise that he was time being prudent to keep up his co-driving 
has its folk-hero and champion; Achim Warm- ¢ him to go with them and im case he wasn't such a fireball after all, He 
bold. boss. graciously allowed got an offer to drive a semi-works German. 
‘This unassuming 32-year-old seems to have He co-drove in more and more difficult events Alpine 1300 and he soon discovered why 
been sprung on the rally world overnight but until he became one of the three best c no one else was willing to drive it for he 
like most success stories, there is more to it driver/navigators in Germany broke down every time that he started with 
than that. The man who can beat Renault In 1967, he met Rainer Zweibaumer who is this car. However, it was free experience 
Alpine with a rear-driven, front-engined car now quite well-known as a rally driver him- even if it was shortlived. His next driving 
was born in Duisborg on July 17, 1941. His self and has been German champion last year chance came with a private owner who 
father was a novelist and during his early at the wheel of a BMW 2002, Zweibaumer approached him to do x deal whereby Warm: 
years, he had no particular interests in was at that time driving a BMW 1600TI and bold would buy a BMW 1600TI for him from 
Motoring except asa form of transport. When  Warmbold did several events with him, but Alpina and get it prepared ready for rallying 
he left school, he started to train as a the most interesting thing is that on a c In return, he was to share the driving 20 
mineral oll salesman which involved working of occasions—more from fun than anything that it seemed like the fairy-tale come true 
at a job at the same time. He bought his first else—Zwelbaumer let him drive a special for he did not have to risk much of his own 
car which was a Fiat 600 some time in 1962 je. Warmbold recalls that one time it was ° money to find out if he was a competitive 
and in quick succession owned a BMW 700 when they had. alr ly and driver. On several occasions he drove the 


YX Wet special stages during an event and navigated 

fon the open road sections and this 1968. sea- 
son culminated with the Bavarian Rally where 
he had the cheek to go and beat Helmuth 
Bein on several of the special stages. At that 
time, Bein was Germany's number one rally 
driver and was driving for the BMW factory 
in a 200271, This did not go unnoticed, either 
by Bein himself or by a gentleman’ called 
Steinmetz who was just starting his own 
Opel rally department that would run from 
the beginning of 1969, At first, Steinmetz had 
tried to secure the services of Bein but he 
hhad decided to stay with BMW. Secing that 
here was a young man with a lot of experi- 
ence in rallies and who appeared to be even 
faster than the man he couldn't get, Stein- 
metz offered the Opel drive to Warmbold 
who accepted readily. 

‘The year started well and on his first big 
venture outside Germany, Warmbold finished 
fourth overall on the ' Lyon-Charbonnitres 
behind three Renault Alpines. At home in 
Germany, despite troubles with the car, he 
was generally invincible and he eventually 
finished second in the national championship. 
He tried other rallies outside Germany and 
one of these was nearly his undoing for 
returning from the Munich-Vienna-Budapest, 
he was involved in an accident with a 
Trabant that crossed the centre of the road 
in Hungary and hit his Opel head-on. He 
suffered serious injury to his lower body 
while his co-driver, Strunz, died from his 
injuries almost at once. Normally, a driver 
involved in such an accident behind the Iron 
Curtain is kept in the country until his 
Innocence or otherwise can be established, 
but in this case, Warmbold was promptly 
exonerated and a special ambulance was sent 
to get him back to Germany as quickly as 
possible. Before long he was recovering 
though he would always walk with a limp, 
but the biggest damage was to his career as 
a rally driver. 


Austin 


and then aley Sprite, It was were stuck with 
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Then came the stroke of good fortune that 
lies behind all success. stories, for Helmuth 
Bein had decided to retire from driving and 
was taking up the post of rallies manager at 
BMW for the 1970 season, With so few good 
drivers in Germany, he turned his thoughts 
to the young man who had beat him on those 
Stages in 1968 and signed up Warmbold. The 
confidence was well rewarded for after ge 
ting out of hospital he won ten of the 11 
asily took the title for the first time. This 
involved winning rallies like the Wiesbaden 
Which counted for the European cham 
hip s0 Bein let him do some others, He had 
finished seventh overall on the Lyon: 
Charbonniéres and went on to pick up points 
nthe Baden-Baden Rally, the Danube Rally 
and the Munich-Vienna-Budap. score 46 
points. in hampionship and finish third 
behind Jean-Claude Andruet” and Gilbert 
Staepelacre 
The following year he continued with th 
BMW/Bein set-up and won the German cham: 
plonship again for them, He was constan 
wanting n for major foreign events 
and though it was not strictly. the. factor 
policy at that time, they did enter him for 
the Monte Carlo, He got a high seeding as 
this was the first year of the FIA's famous 
but he was determined to be a gentleman 
and therein lay his downfall. He was caught 
by Vinatier on the very first test up the 
ute" and when he pulled over to 


fenchman. through, he a 
1 snow, Rot c inthe. diteh 
and his big rally ended there. On the Lyon. 
Charbonni¢res, he. frightened himself when 
he was suffering chunking problems with th 
heavy BMW. he Moulinon-Antraigues 
test and he elected to do the rest of the 
rally "on radials rather than racers and 
finished quite well down. He also drove in 
the Semperit Rally and the RAC Rally where 
he was accompanied by Ron Crellin and they 
finished a worthy thirteenth. 
For the 1972 season, BMW decided "to 4: 
@ much more comprehensive European sea 
largely as a result of the prompting of thelr 


ung driver, They had also by now formed 
an acquaintance with Rauno Aaltonen. and 
Tony Fall who joined Warmbold on several 

asions in the BMW team. On the Acropolis, 


Warmbold astonished ¢ 


yone by leading the 


Achim Warm puted Aust 


ure d 
ading the 


apped 


road 


mpin and 


3 wheel 
rolled 


pectacularl: 

The same. st 
rman Rally called the Oly 
ve lead at half-way 
much time, the engine 

seized on the next 
Rally, he was second 


a de 


ersuaded 


{John Davenp 


eded and won a major European 
n tha was able 


This year of 1973 has seen the formation 
1 BMW M. Jochen. Neerpacsh 
their rally affairs, but Warmbold has stayed 
and formed the nucleus of the rally team 
with Bjorn Waldegaard as the other drive 
While BMW have been’ concentrating on 
Until May when the rally team was officially 
enced onthe Acrouciie Ralls. Wefine than 
Warmbold ‘hah some freelance driving 
in th er Rally in Austria with 

and the Isola d'Elyba with Gunn 

He and Davenport made an attem 

TAP Rally again on its new date 

tzer Group 2 BMW 200: 


BMW has 
a brief debut 


rian Alpine 


when the suspension failed on the Acropolis 


and put them in a ditch after only a fow 
hours, However, he and Todt then went to 
do 2 couple of rallies for Fiat (BMW. like 


other firms respect their driver's need 


to keep in practice) and they won the Polish 
Rally. Even more amazing was the fact that 
mn the other event, the 1000 Lakes where 
they finished seventh, they were not really 
given the hope of finishing inside the first 
twenty before the rally started, In fact, that 
result has done more for Warmbold than his 
wins. Back in a BMW, they led the Austrian 
Alpine until the happenings that has so far 
the result Ina state of suspended 
mation and most recently, they retired 


in the San Remo when Warmbold hit a bank 
after getting a puncture, 

There is no, doubt 

nly Germany's best 
but that his driving is 


that Warmbold Is not 
rally driver at present 
sufficiently good to 

a place in any works team. His 
forté is the intelligent use of pace notes 
‘and he has a aystem that is far more precise 
and descriptive than any other in use at the 
me. Having made the notes, he 

driving on them and this is 

he has been able to hold 
sina far 


heavier car. His times are also always good 
at night for when other people cannot. # 

and are making do with approximate notes, 
Warmbold has his foot down. with full con: 


fidence. Of course, he can drive along with. 
out notes but he has not yet rally proved 
himself in the rallies which call upon a great 


deal of improvisation like some of the rallies 
here or in Scandinavia, He is part of the BMW 
team coming tothe RAC’ Rally ina. few 
weeks and it may be that this will be his 
hance to show that he can drive unseen as 
more Interesting to speculate Is how he will 
Beton with long distance events. BMW 
Feckon that will) do rallies. like the 
Safari and Morocco next” year or perhaps 
even the UDT World Cup” so here Is yet 
another facet of rallying where Warmbold 
has yet to. try his hand though despite his 
slight. build, he never seems to. have any 
fatigue probiems 

Whatever the future has in store for Achim 
Warmbold, fast cars will be a part of It 
and fast driving will ‘be the result 
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Shell 


Congratulations 
Shellsport Luxembourg 


ShellSPORT teams and drivers havé now With ten different drivers scoring wins in 
won no less than 9 leading Championships __ the 16 rounds of the Championship this year 
during 1973. and no-one winning more than twice, 

On a day of mixed fortune for the 
individual drivers, the ShellSPORT 
Luxembourg Team convincingly won the 
1973 Formula 5000 Entrants Championship 
at Brands Hatch with a record total of 206 
points to give ShellSPORT teams and 
drivers their 9th major Championship victory 
this season. 


most competitive class of racing in the 
country if not in the world and to Jackie 
Epstein, Gijs, Tom, Clive and mechanics 

. Jimmy, Jeff, Eric, Miles and Reg, ShellSPORT 
Man of the moment at Brands was offer their congratulations in acknowledge- 
undoubtedly Clive Santo who drove an ment of the work and effort which resulted in 
excellent race to take 5th.place and ensure _ this success. 
the Championship for the team after a not- 
so-smiling Tom Belso had been sidelined 
with a cracked sump on only the third lap: 
and the seemingly inevitable puncture, plus 
a loose exhaust pipe, had put Gijs van 
Lennep well behind the leaders before half 
distance. 


y Shell Super 
de has the 
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Noel Edmonds: from the 


outside looking in 


Interviewed by IAN PHILLIPS 


How did you first become interested oF 
Involved in motor racing? 
T've always been interested in things mech- 
anical and motor cars from the age of 13, 1 
always wanted to own and drive a car. 1 
did a little bit of go-karting in an effort to 
beat the driving thing, get into something 
motorised before I was 17, 
Was it successful? 
No, I didn't really go in for competitions and 
that sort of thing. I'was more of an entrepren- 
‘eur—out of buying and selling go-karts 1 was 
fable to buy a minivan when I was 1 

‘was the first guy at school to 
school, and used to do things to this minivan 
and then I built a Mini-Gem, one of those 
horrible little plastic kits, and got into trying 
to hot the engine up and that sort of thing. 
1 was always just interested in meaty-beaty, 
unusual motor cars, and therefore alw 
found the saloon aspect of motor racing that 
more interesting—I sort of associated with It 
easier. 


Did you ever want to get involved In racing 


driver and a racing driver 
though no, it’s just something I knew I was 
just didn’ 


Sever seally bothered to do enyibing about ie 
and then I started on the breakfast pro- 
gramme and it seemed to me that there 
‘would be a vast number of people listening 
from 8.30 to 9 o'clock in motor cars and that 
it was logical not just to do day-to-day 
motoring which is getting more and more 
boring, more and more tedious, but to try to 
promote the racing aspect a little bit. With 
‘excuses and apologies to puri 

it of life into it, because 1 
rtain aspects of motor racing 
ficient public appeal. I'm not 
‘suggesting that it should all be razzamatazz 
and glitter but there 

could be made a litt 


things to do. There is no way in which the 
average punter is encouraged to take an inter- 
st in the preparation of motor cars or even 
joth to find out how things are done 
how much work goes in and the heartbreak 
‘of not leaving the grid after having been up 
all night and dragging your car to the 
circuit, It’s just “Number 22 didn't go" and 
that’s it, We hear all these ridiculous build. 
ups for football matches but motor racing. 
think, does miss out on a little bit on 
spectator appeal in this direction. 

Do you think it’s right that motor racing 
should have to icles? 

I don't know that “right ” is the correct word. 
It’s inevitable if you look at different sports 
to see how they've pulled from various areas 
in an effort to make their own area more 
interesting. Football, of course, is the prime 
xample—how the long hair, and the general 
anti-establishment and moody behaviour came 
‘about—and of course the large crowds and 
the ulterior motives of a lot of the crowd, who 
‘simply go and have a good booze and a good 
kkick and that sort of thing; the football match 
in many cases is just a secondary thing. 
Obviously motor racing, I say obviously, God 
T hope it'll never get like you'd have crowd 
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problems, just simply doesn't encourage these 
sort of people. Football has learned to take on 
a little bit of glitter to be able to sell itself 
and cricket even—good heavens, we had 
people sent back to the pavilion for having 
Orange bats—motor racing is ideal for it be- 
cause you've got the excitement to start with. 
You've got the money, vast sums of money 
in the Grand Prix circuit, being thrown about, 
and I think it’s inevitable that if it is going 
to take on a vast spectator appeal and if it's 
really going to make a mark and be treated 
sensibly by the sporting press and by the rest 
Of the press, it's inevitable that it's got to 
Import a few things from outside because the 
sort of people who are good at motor racing. 
and the people who are the salt of the earth 
motor racing enthusiasts—are not basically 
extroverts, I don't think. I think the basic 
point is obviously that the people who are 
the most vital to the continuation of success 
ful motor racing In this country are not 
extroverts and are not capable of putting over 
character and personality thi 

‘appeal to the masses, and you're talki 
Wanting to get the masses In because Brand: 
Hateh is a big place to all 

You're involved in what is basically an 
extrovert business. Do you really 
promotion of motor racing meds (0 get on to 
the extrovert kick? 

I don’t know that the promotion of it should 
be. I think there ought to be an inclusion 
In it somewhere of a more razzamatazz, more 
show business, attitude because it’ is a 


spectator thing—I mean, God, the politicians 
have got it; we've got a load of goons in the 
House of Commons who are just entertainers, 
there isn’t one, with the possible exception 


entertainer, but they are, they have a great 
entertaining quality, and I think there's maybe 
too, many ‘people in motor racing who don't 
lise they're entertainers and that people 
go along just to marvel at their 
mechanical or driving skills. They have to. £0 
ind entertain people at Brands Hatch 
for example, and it's the only circuit Tve 
been to which shows how ignorant I 
can be incredibly tedious and the averag 
punter thinks to himself “My God, why do 
we have to have these 15, 20 minute breaks 
between every race where we sit about, 
particularly if it's a cold and windy day and 
just be bored.” 


What would you do to fill in those gaps? 
T haven't really thought about it, but I think 
you've got to have some form of presentation, 
some form of explanation—a sense of humour 
maybe—ereeping into the operation which 
doesn't exist at the moment. I mean, without 
necessarily importing people, stars and disc 
Jockeys or whatever—why not give the club 
drivers a milk float race or do a little bit of 
what they do on the stock car evenings to 
brighten things up, why not have a double 
decker bus race every now and again? They 
fare things that to people who read your 
‘magazine would make them flinch, but I think 
there’s got to be a little bit more for people 
to comprehend exactly what goes into it. Why 
not take a well-known name along to a motor 
racing circuit and put them ina car with 
someone like Tony Lanfranchi, just simply 
put them in a ShellSport Mexico and let 
Lanfranchi take them around—I mean it's the 
greatest laxative in the world to be taken 
around by a driver—and then have a chat 
just during the break. It sounds small but 1 
think a very large percentage of the people 
who go racing have ‘no comprehension of the 


excitement involved of pushing a car to its 
{init or your personal limit or what it's ike 
to go round ‘with a, door handle. scraping 
against somebody else’ 

Has your experience of door handling round 
Brands Hateh given you any ideas of doing 
racing on a more permanent basis? 

Yeah, 1 hope to do something next year. The 
reason 1 do it is because I want to do some 
thing which excites me, which I find exhilar- 
ating, outside the job which basically excites 
me and exhilarates me in various ways. Talk- 
ing to eight million people in the morning can 
be just as nerve racking if something goes 
wrong, and I find it can be just as exhilarating 
as trying to get Paddock Bend right. I don't 
know why other people do it—I haven't really 
spoken to that many people. 1 enjoy being 
frightened but I'm never conscious of bein, 
frightened when I'm going round bec: 


nervous before a race, being very uptight and 
being frightened on the grid; particularly lik 
BMW race when you know that there's 
‘who you've heard 

‘and a chap called 
Mick Hill, who makes very quick going, 
behind you. You suddenly notice names that 
‘mean a lot to you and they are all in the 
same race, and I’ suppose it’s just survival 
of the fittest for 10 laps. I personally didn't 
enjoy that race from the point of view that I 
thought it was just a little bit too much like 
stock car racing and I slipped into that trend 

little bit too 

you know, I did 


ast and you 


us a little bit about what you 
racing next year. 


you 
will do in 
TH probably irritate a lot of people by want- 


Ing to put a little bit more spectator appeal 
into itin the sense that I do think, from 
‘what I've read, that there is a certain lobby 
of opinion which reckons that DJs, celebriti 
‘and so on should stick to what they're doing 
and stay out of it, I've seen a lot of ridiculot 
criticism of the ShellSport races but the most 
damage that has been done to those 
when the Club dri 
enthusiasts, get in 0 
body ‘car which they haven't 
work on and they seem to take the hell out of 
it. In the first DJ race we got through it with, 
1 think, just one dented ear which wasn't bad 

the conditions last 
art from the guy who wrote one off on the 
slowing down lap, which is difficult to justify 
in any form of racing, apart from that, the 
‘actual race was very clean and there was no 
bumping or boring. 1 don't think it holds 
that personalities ‘are being given cars to 
simply make fools of themselves and to make 
fools of motor racing, I just don't think that’s 
tru 

I would hope that next year I could maybe 
do a dozen races with a car—'ve been offered 
five different cars, two with manufacture 
and three with garages with the backing 
manufacturers. 1 would hope just to hi 
ot of fun and be seen to be having a 


of 
fun—no doubt there is some wise guy who'll 


read this article and think “Oh boy, I'd love 
to get Edmonds on Paddock Bend.” 1 mean, 
somebody will try it, but okay, I will not win 
races, I know—that’s not the basis on which 
people want me to drive for them—it's bi 
Cause it's got to be seen to be fun. I think 
a lot of people maybe watch the first thr 
cars and tend to ignore the cars at the back 
land it’s got to be good for the race that I 
happen to be in if somebody's going to bother 
to look at my car to see how badly Edmonds 
is doing—it’s going to make all the other 
drivers seem better anyway. I think the whole 
thing next year has got to be a lot of fun, 
and I'd like to be able to go along and do @ 
little bit of a marketing exercise as well, and 
flog tee-shirts and posters and that sort of 
thing. I've had one or two suggestions from 
manUfacturers—a sort of a racing team ide 
‘ut obviously not with the overriding pro- 
fessionalism, but just to be seen to be having 
a hell of a jot of fun. 

Does criticism of deejays taking over racing 
irritate you? 

Yeah. Well. if you look at the number of 
club meetings which have never ever had a 
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deejay near them, 1 don't think taking over 
really is the right word. I can understand it, 
I can perfectly comprehend somebody's feel- 
ings when they're paying an awful lot of 
money for a very short period of kicks really, 
if that’s why they do it—i mean why do 
people do it, we ought to ask you that. 
Surely it's got to be some sort of buzz that 
people get out of the excitement of driving 
in competition and being able to say, 
‘m better than the next man. 
It’s an ego trip really. 
Yeah, right, and it's getting the most from 
‘machines as well which obviously is the 
mechanic's angle, he wants to see him beat 
Somebody we know has got basically the 
fame engine I haven't met any club. drivers 
who appear to be anti what I want to do 
and haven't seriously talked to anybody 
who appears to be anti the deejay involve- 
ment anyway. I can't comprehend that any- 
body would be upset at the sore of publicity 
that we give. Take the last Brands do—I don't 
know, but I was under the impression that 
a crowd like that just doesn't happen ona 
normal Club day. The great thing | thought 
about the Radio One day, as distinct from 
the Radio Luxembourg day, and this Is not 
because I work for Radio One, is we didn't 
Import. vast quantities of pop’ stars for the 
sake of getting kids there and so we didn't 
have the situation that they had on the 
Luxembourg day with a very large crowd out- 
side the Grovewood Suite, and a danger of 
People running on to the track. We did at least 
fall go along and take ic very seriously; we 
Spent a lot of our time beforehand going to 
the racing school learning how to do it 
properly, and 1 don’t think we detracted from 
the rest of the races, I hope we didn't. 1 
wasn't aware that we were pulling large 
quantities of people around to the back of the 
Grovewood Suite for example when we 
weren't on the track. 1 think we were a 
positive aid to that meeting, particularly be- 
‘cause of the publicity. 
Otherwise It wasn't a particularly good meet- 


ing. 
No, I thought it wi 
Don’t you think it's 
celebrity type races should be put on 
wise rather boring meetings? 
Not if it gets a whole lot of people there 
‘Okay so you get a whole load of people there, 
but surely you want to give them some other 
good racing throughout the day to encourage 
them to come back—I thought that was the 
idea. 
I think you're talking now about whether 
the whole idea of club racing in this country 
is right or wrong. Because we don't have a 
clearly defined line between what is good fun 
racing with a super programme and what is 
foing to be a poor one, it just depends on 
‘who's going to be in each event and whatnot, 
‘or what the various cars are or which cars 
haven't turned up. Maybe if you're talking 
about motor racing being incredibly popular 
‘and being in the top five sports in the country 
for audience appeal and for coverage by 
press and TV, surely then you're saying, well, 
let's get rid ‘of all the club events and let's 
really get down to promoting it properly. 
We will have one event each weekend some- 
where in the country, and there you will have 
tremendous racing and I'm afraid that all 
these men with their Minis who are building 
them in backyards in Hackney. I'm sorry 
you're just out of it you can go and 
do the equivalent of playing amateur footbal 
on Hackney Marshes. Somewhere the line's 
got to be drawn and I think that this is an- 
‘Other reason why I object to any criticism 
that the Radio One deejays are treating it 
in a flippant way, and degrading a good sport, 
because we're not simply going to the top 
meetings, we are involved in a lesser meeting 
put it that way, So you can’t really say that 
all we're doing is turning up for the British 
Grand Prix and detracting from the serious- 
fess and the skill involved, Do you not think 
50 
‘Absolutely. 1 don't think it detracts at all, 
T think it’s very unfortunate that people should 
See fit to criticise because they've got no 
grounds to. 

Maybe they ought to come and meet us 
more; I can only speak on behalf of 
the Radio One deejays, and I'm not 


very tedious meeting. 
rather a shame that the 
other: 
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the TV times or Luxembourg of whatever, 
Dut if they came and spoke {o us maybe 
they would understand what we want to 
do—for next year we're very, very’ serious 
and we would like to be able to do things 
ina very professional” way! and. by ‘that 
'mean entertain in a professional way. I think 
we can prove that we're a colourful atiraction, 
and. we're prepared not to. do. showbiz 
moodies—I_mean we had the Road Show 
at Brands and after the race 1 was absolutely 
Knackered ‘and I just’ wanted to go home. 
‘There were a lot of kids there, and security 
wasn't that good and every time you stepped 
Out of the Grovewood Suite you were 
molested, I'm not a David Cassidy, but after 
2 bit even 20 people around. you wanting 
Sutographs. starts getting tedious, but we 
Stayed and we did the road show and 1 think 
Altogether put on, as entertainers, a profes- 
Sional. performance. "Obviously feel 
Strongly that it was a vit. 

and it could be'a vital part of making motor 
facing ‘more appealing to more people. 
Are other dise jockeys interested in carrying 
‘on doing the same thing? 

Yeah, very interested, this is why Dave Lee 
‘Travis, ina very clever side step, has lum- 
ered” me with the captaincy, because he 
thinks I'm more into it and I'm capable of get- 
{ing things organised. I would like to see next 
‘year, say’ five races with us involved with the 
benefit firstly to the public and secondly to 
the club meeting. 

“There is a lot of opposition within the BBC 
to us doing it, firstly, and obviously because 
you've only got to have one pile up and we've 
slight problem because we're short of a 
ise Jockey, but we do football matches; in 
‘one match I broke a bone in my foot, some- 
body else broke a leg. and Dave Lee’ Travis 
hasn't been able to walk properly since. We 
don't get any people saying we're spoiling 
football or Whatever ‘because it's already 
accepted that football is a fun thing. Maybe 
{here aren't enough people who are prepared 
to accept that motor-racing has F-U:N -weit- 


maybe dise jockeys 

1 definitely ‘think so. 1 think, 
wrong parallel but I suspect’ that a lot of 
motor racing at the moment, and I'm ignoring 


very like progressive music with hushed voices 
and a religious air to it and certain commen- 
tend to treat it as a bit of a polo 
{rightfully 


(or 
meeting, you know where 
good and “I say, a moment of pani 
‘what a bloody stupid thing to say. 
convey to them exactly what it does mean 
when you feel that you're going round Pad- 
dock Bend and Oh Jesus, what does happen 
now, I can't brake because it's going to get 
worse and there's a bloke here and a bloke 
there, there's no feeling like it, it’s better than 


Milk of Magnesia, it really does sort you out. 
If somehow the commentary could convey that 
and have the fun of Radio One compared with 
the hushed tones of Sounds of the Seventies 
it would be great. 1 don't know how to go 
about doing it, 1 was invited on that first DJ 
race to commentate with Anthony Marsh for 


[ve got to be careful of what I say here, 


stage where that doesn't sell a newspaper 
then I think it's stupid for people to com- 
plain that somebody's death or whatever gets 
front page coverage—it's bound to because 


part of the meeting ~ 


that’s human nature, you can't argue against 
human nature. Obviously it’s a deplorable 
situation, I think there's no other word 
than disgusting at Fleet Street's contri- 
bution to motor racing, it is simply Ben Hur 
like, it’s just purely carnal, and with the ex- 
ception of the Daily Express, and they rarely 
make any serious comment about motor rac- 
ing, all the time they're trying to stir things 
up; I mean even after Zandvoort, the public 
inquiry and the Clerk of the Course were all 
examined in minute detail in an effort to keep 
the whole thing bubbling over because they 
wanted the next sensation. That I think is a 
deplorable situation but I don't know without 
amending Joe Public's basic human nature that 
you're really going to stop journalists from 
having to take that line because it's a com- 
mercial line to take—you've got to sell the 
newspapers. On the British Grand Prix thing, 
I criticised the BBC as well and got a very 
hefty lump of concrete dropped on my head 
from a great height by people who shall re- 
main nameless. I thought it wasn't relevant 
not to criticise the BBC and just simply have 
a go at Fleet Street because the immediate 
volley back from people is “oh, he works for 
the BBC, he’s not going to knock 

1 think frstly that it's ridiculous that som 
thing of the magnitude of the British Grand 
Prix, the popularity of it, the spectacle of it, 
should have none of the pre-Wimbledon high: 
Lights sort of thing. There is no build-up to 
it, no consistent solid build up to it and, as 1 
said on the air, you have to tune to BBC 2 
to get it. Now, the man from BBC 2 went 
beserk at that’ statement. He said“ what 
wrong with bloody BBC 2?'—but it's a min: 
rity appeal station which they accept in the 
Programming, that you put Programmes on 
BBC 2 that are of a slightly different appeal 
‘and I don’t accept that Grand Prix racing is 


laboured for 
treatment, on television and 1 think that he 
felt that I'd rather cut the ground from under- 
neath him. In fact 1 spent a long time talking 
to him on the phone and did a thing the fol- 
lowing day about it, and accepted a lot of his 
points that, for example, the Grand Prix or 
any motor ‘racing coverage is three times 


is 2) miles away, you can’t do it with 
one, you've got to transmit the sig 
the problems, which 1 didn't make a point 
about, But after all, I'm not running a moto 
ing programme, I'm running a music pro- 
gramme and as always if you try to do 
‘Something quickly and still leave some 
teeth in it, you end up irritating somebody. 1 
think it ali got sorted out in the end and the 
people at BBC 2 invited me to go along to the 
Bank Holiday Brands F5000 meeting that they 
covered. I still think the shame was that the 
only reason it did 

television 


il had to be stopped and put 
‘again, and I apologised on the radio becau: 
I didn't realise, and 1 wasn't to know, that 
yBC 2 transmitters were opened up specially 
for the race after the crash for the first time 
ever for a sporting highlight. Now that is a 
big thing, and I made a big thing about it on 
the programme. The purists once again will 
say “Well, it's not a big thing, it ought to be 
on all the time.” I think you have to accept 
that certain aspects of the coverage in the 
Press and TV are not very good but I think 
there are some people who ought to know 
better than to treat it in a sensational wa; 


sport to say that you've done 
fon the programme in the plugs that you've 
given motor racing and the motoring prob- 
Tems in general. Will it continue ? 

‘Yes definitely. There has been a general tight- 
ening up on the programme about the amount 
‘of speech, music content—it’s happening right 
through Radio One because of commercial 
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Correspondence 


Surtees replies 


on F2 situation 


I would like to take the opportunity to reply 
to the comments accredited to Mr Max 
Mosley of March Engineering which appear 
in your issue of October 25. 

I do not know to whom Mr Mosley is 
referring when he talks about winning exper 
ence, 1 do, however, know from my own 
experience with our car, which this year 
only managed to finish second in the Cham. 
plonship, that we have experienced at first 
hand the problems which are encountered by 
‘any team or individual participating in 
Formula 2, These problems are 

1, The inability of the organisers to offer 
at least reasonable terms to certain graded 
drivers and, in some cases, in preference to 
pay very large sums (0 one or two drivers 
Who for various reasons were possibly totally 
uncompetitive 


2, The rising costs relative to day-to-day 
expenses which, as everyone knows, have 


Increased tremendously, plus the fact that 
Formula 2 purses have been virtually stagnant 
for a number of years. 

As one of the spokesmen of the Formula 2 
Associa of which March Engineering is 


‘@ member, I have put before the organisers 
& proposal that there should be no differen. 
tial between graded and non-graded drivers in 
Formula 2: that the European Championship 
for Formuia 2 should be developed into a 
form of racing which makes it a sensibi 
alternative to Formula 1 for thase countries 
Which cannot afford to run a full Formula 
1’ Grand Prix and for those Where the support 
and the circuits which are available in that 
Eiven country, call for more than one major 
Single-seater race per year. 

‘One hax only to look at the number of 
enirants who have fatlen by the wayside since 
the atart of the season to see that the situation 
in Formula 2 is very serious. By approaching 
the organisers and requesting a more sensible 
budget, which placed ais 

1, On making a sensible payment for 
qualification places in practice; and 


2, Paying reasonable prize money for the 
race, while, at the same time, ruling out the 
need for the organisers to pay individuals 
large starting money was, it was agreed by 
all concerned, a step towards the improvement 
of Formula 2 racing. This. would. give the 
chance for more graded drivers to get 9 
Start-and so earn by their performances a 
Feasonable return, plus provide an added 
Incentive to the non-graded driver in being 
fable to at least earn the same as his more 
famous counterpart, should his performance 
justify it and, last’ but not least, he would 
not come away from the race having put 
Up a first-class performance but having made 
a loss! 


‘The proposals of the Formula 2 Association 
were reached after considerable discussion 
between all Formula 2 manufacturers, except 
ing Lotus, and were fully agreed to and 
endorsed by them, including, of course, Mr 
Mosley and March. 

It is a complete about-face—or perhaps just 
a few encouraging words in order to boost 
Formula 2 sales—but Mr Mosley has taken 
with his statement and 1 believe, when teams 
hot purely concerned with the interest of 
Tining their own pockets through either prize 
money or the sale of vast numbers of cars, 
are genuinely trying to put Formula 2 on 
to a sensible footing for both the coastructors 
and the competitors, that such irresponsible 
Statements are to be deplored. 

I personally sincerely hope that sense is 
seen by all and that Formula 2 racing can 
be put on a sensible commercial basis where 
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We is well organised and well promoted. In 
turn, if this happens, it would then be well 
supported, at least by the competitors. With 
Support and co-operation between the two 
Sides I see no reason why Formula 2 should 
not be viable but, as any team can prove. 
at this moment Formula 2 is not viable and 
can only be supported by thase teams oF 
individuals who can offset their operating 
costs by large sponsorship which must be the 
wrong way if long-term stability is to be 
ibtained. 
Jon Surtess. 


EbeNanipce, Kent Team Surtees Ltd, 


F3 points 
system unfair? 


While in no way wishing to detract from 
Tony Brise’s spectacular win at Brands on 
October 20, 1 do feel that somewhere an 
Injustice has been done. 1 refer, of course, 
to the ludicrous double points system which 
brought the John Player Formula 3 Champion- 
ship (0 a somewhat unreal, albeit excitin 
Close. Doubling the points for the final round 
Obviously. sulted the organisers well, as for 
them there was nothing better than to 
proclaim six drivers who could all win the 
Championship in the last race, But for the 
competitors who had scored” consistent 
Series of high placings throughout the cham: 

nship, the enormous gamble at stake at 
nds must have been obvious. Not only 
id fourth place carry the same points as a 


win under normal "—and. presumably less 
competitive !—conditions, but’ the" penalty 
for. retirement, ie, no points, effectively 


became twice as severe. In addition the actual 
margin between first and 10th place was twice 
fas great—all very well in itself, but senseless 
when related to the hard-earned pointe of 
earlier races and the ability required to finish 
In first rather than 10th place. 

If the Brands final had carried “normal 
points. Alan Jones’ sixth place would have 
won him the championship from Jacques 
Latfite, Russell Wood and Tony Brise, and 
bearing in mind Jones™ consistency, plus the 
fact that he was driving a GRD throughout 
the season, that is haw 1, for one, shall 
remember it. As it was, the championship 
permutations were frustratingly eadless, Brise 
himself didn’t know he'd won the series unt 
he was told and the general post-race 
atmosphere was one of bewilderment. The 
championship spectrum is confusing enough 


as it is, must’ we thicken the mud with 
double points awards ? 
Lonoon, W4: Pere Winoson. 


Is Formula Atlantic 
ready to take over 
from Formula 3? 


1 was very disturbed to read in your F3 
report from Brands Hatch that there would 
not be an International Championship for the 
class next year. So the race at Brands was 
not particularly inspiring but the three rounds 
in the previous weekends were all excellent 
and I have seen quite a number of F3 races 
this year which have matched up to the high 
standard set in past years 

1 presume Formula Atlantic will take the 
place of F3 in this country but at the moment 
this (s hardly justified. Recently Atlantic 
races have had fewer than 12 cars on the 
grid which, let's face it, just does not justity 
I taking over from F3 as the leading formula 
{in this country. 


The editor is not bound to agree with readers‘opinions 


Although the overall quality of F3 drivers 
this year seems to have been of a rather 
low ‘standard, FA is in a poorer state. 
Obviously there are mot the foreign drivers to 
choose from but as I see it Formula Atlantic 
has two, maybe three, drivers who have any 
potential—the rest are a bunch of wealthy, 
Inconsistent amateurs, 

‘One can only hope that the announcements 
about next year's races are made soon 0 
that those who are intending to do F3 next 
year can see if it's worthwhile before spend- 
ing their money. Formula Atlantic is a far 
better concelved formula but unless it 
attracts the majority of the F3 drivers it will 


never succeed in replacing F3. 
Coun CaTCHFOLE, 


Fixciitey, Lopon, NW6 


Give Clubmen’s 
Formula a chance 


As a regular follower of the Clubmen’s 
Formula circus 1 would like to endorse the 
comments that Robert Fearnall made in his 
Purely Personal in the October 11 AUTOSPORT. 
The enthusiasm and camaraderie in this 
formula seems to me to be unrivalled at any 
club meetings. The cars are always, immacu- 
lately turned out and provide very fast and 
spectacular racing. Clubmen's is undoubtedly 
the premier sports car class in this country 
and ‘the sooner the moth-eaten rabble who 
compete in the Castrol/MN series are thrown 
off the tracks the better; unlike Clubmen' 
they do no Justice to sports car racing wha 
scever. If any formula should be given more 


money and better status races, it is the 
Clubmen’s boys. 
The big International meetings always have 


single seaters and boring G2 saloons 
Porting races so why not sports 
feom of Clubmen's? In the recent Champion: 
ship finals meeting at Silverstone on the GP 
circuit they were tremendous and I'm sure 
they would be just as good round the long 
Brands circult 

Come on promoters, see sense and give 
Clubmen's a chance, 


Jons Herrman, 
Kensat Geen, Lonon, NWi0. 


continued from page 13 


radio but the motoring thing is something that 
I desperately want to hold on to because 1 
think it's relevant to so many’ people, Motor 
racing is giving me and bas given me an awful 
lot of fun, and if T can put something back by 
turning people on, and judging by the mi 
and the number of people who write in 
say “I wasn't interested but thanks for bother- 
ing to say why Peter Gethin did retire after 
looking as though he'd got that race "—there 
was no follow-up anywhere else that I heard 
on the television or radio, and it left me 
wondering what it was ail about. On TV 
Murray Walker noticed a full three Japs late 
that smoke was coming out of the back of the 
car, and it all heightened the thing as to what 
was wrong, so I mentioned on the air that 1 
didn’t know, could Peter ring. He rang and I 
was very grateful—super I spoke to Peter 
Gethin on the phone—and was able to follow 
it up the next day and so you've got a 
dialogue going which even a weekly maga- 
zine ‘cannot possibly do. I think that's the 
importance of the motor racing feature and 
that's why it'll stay as long as I stay here— 
which might not be very long, mind. 

It's a subject which 1 admit T-know very 
little about and that I think is one of my 
qualifications to do it on the radio. 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 1, 1973 


Farewell to Group 2 


October 2st at Brands Hatch saw the 
end of an era in saloon car racing in this 
country. On that day Group 2 com- 
petitors in the RAC British Touring Car 
Championship wheeled their cars out for 
a farewell performances 

Next year will see the premiere of 
Group | cars in the Championship and 
so if they stay with their present mach- 
ines, “s competitors will have to 
journey abroad to challenge the might of 
the continental opposition in the Euro- 
pean Touring Car Championship (for 
Group 2 cars). 

From 1968 onwards the outright win- 
ner of the RAC Championship has 
always come from the lower capacity 
classes, In 1967 victory went to Frank 
Gardner in a Ford Falcon. Now in 1973 
he's thundered away to another cham- 
pionship title in the SCA Freight Cam- 
aro ~ a 26cwt car with a massive 7-litre 
550bhp engine. But he hasn't had it all 
his own way. Fellow countryman Brian 
Muir, in the BMW 3.0 CSL hounded 
Gardner all the way. And before his 
horrifying accident, at Silverstone, Dave 
Brodie driving the Norman Reeves 
Escort RS in the 2000ce class, looked 
like being a real threat to the American 
machine. 

A 1300 BDA-engined Escort driven 
by Peter Hanson is another Dagenham 
‘ar that crept up the points table, and 
after a class win at the Tourist Trophy. 
moved up to second place overall and 
came very close to keeping victory in the 
lower capacity class. 

It’s been a sad year for Bill McGov- 
ern. After walking away with the title in 
*70,'71 and *72 with the George Bevan 
Imp, nothing went right for him this year 
in this small yet highly professional 


finish in March was followed 
by a class win at the following meeting 
and then unfortunately he wrote the car 
off at Thruxton in April. Although the 
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car was restored, points were lost and the 
chance of the title seemed slim. Things 
improved towards the end of the season 
and both Bill and his team mate Les 
Nash were often tussling with the hoard 
of Minis in the next class up. 

Choice of cars in this year's Cham- 
pionship has varied considerably, but 
one thing the main contenders seem to 
have agreed on is choice of lubrication. 
sporting red, white and 
has been a good clue as to 
what's in the sump. In fact, 25 fellow 
competitors followed his example by 
choosing Castrol at the beginning of the 
season. A wise decision it seems for every 
round of the Championship this year has 
been won on Castrol 

Ifyou think ye 
series next season, we sug 
its successor — the Castrol Anniversary 
Touring Car Championship. A new and 
exciting championship which should 
throw 
Especially as no-one is really sure what 
is going to happen. Works cars and new 
faces are sure to abound. But just whose 
cars and whose faces we'll have to wait 
tosee. 


nay miss the Group 2 
sst you watch 


up a few surprises next year 


Production Car Trials tend to get little 


publicity. Which must be galling for 


someone like Bill Moffat who has won 
both the BT & RDA and RAC Cham- 
pionships three years in succession. 

He started in trials in "68 in his 998cc 
Imp when someone mentioned that he 
should ‘have a go’. He did just that and 
came second overall in his first event. 
Since then he has gone from strength to 
strength winning no less than six titles 
and 250 trophies. He still uses the same 
car and despite some 50,000 miles on the 
clock the cylinder head has been off only 
once. 

Now after so many wins this 32-year- 
‘old Gloucester man has decided to tackle 
special stage rallying in a new Imp. With 
such an impressive record behind him, 
the rallying fraternity had better look 
ut. Especially as Bill is still running on 
Castrol. 


85 BHP Mini takes drag 
racing title 

Robin Tallis caused a stir earlier this 
year when he became the first small car 
driver to do *burnt-outs" before his run, 
But the way he took the Castrol/RAC 
Drag Ra Championship was little 
short ofa sensation. 

The finals at Blackbushe were very 
close. Up against strong competition in 
his own cl he also had to contend 
with a class of really hairy dragsters. Inc- 
luding Clive Skilton’s Castrol dragster 

Unfortunately, Clive was slowed by a 
clutch unsuited to Blackbushe which 
resulted in lost traction. Robin Tallis on 
the other hand had 7” racing tyres which 
can reach 140°C on his burnt-outs, giving 
him improved traction (for a Min 
saving of around four tenths ofa second, 
And that was enough to see him to vic- 
tory in both his class and the Champion- 
ship. 

Now the G class record holder with a 
15.79 e.t. at 87.80mph Robin intends to 
compete in next year’s Castrol/RAC 
Drag Racing Championship in an even 
hotter 1400cc Mini with 140 BHP mill. 
Obviously, the big boys will have to 
watch themselves. 


y_N 
(Castrol 
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Gerry Marshall's Firenza holds off Tony Hazlewood's Daf through the chicane during the thrilling saloon race in which Hazlewood 


100 mph lap record. 


THRUXTON 


Tragedy at finals day 


By ROBERT FEARNALL Pictures by PETER BURN 


With his privately run Ford Escort Sport, Ivan Dutton followed his C 
car title won at Oulton the previous day by taking the Britax one at the BARC’s ultra- 
exelting Thruxton finals meeting last Sunday. Dutton won hi 

won by Richard Lloyd's Camaro over Stuart 
but for a broken piston, with both Camar 


record. More spectacul: 
points with Gerry 
big Dat which 


‘Teleco impre 


in challenging eventu 


However, the excelle 


modified’ sports car race when his TVR Tuscan ws 


Speed accident at Kimpton. 
A very large crowd had gathered in the beaut 
ful sunny conditions when the Wella Formula 
Ford contestants lined up for battle, 26-year 


‘old. Philadelphia Elden driver Ted Wentz 
‘ng the title sewn up before this race. How 
, Stephen South and Roger Manning were 


nning’s Air Call Elden Mk 10 held the advan. 
tage all through the first lap before braking 
for the chicane where South's Ray 73F 
jerted its authority. South held on to the 
lead from then on with the wily Manning 
leaving his counter-attack until the last lap 
when the Elden slipped by on the Brooklands 
tira, with South tacked in behind as they 
iehed the chicane at considerable speed. 
While Manning just. got 
ways, South didn't and took to the slip road 
but he still had enough time to rejoin in 
second place. American Wentz soon disposed 
of Richard Eyre’s Dulon MPI5 to secure third 
spot in his last Formula Ford race but his 
‘American team-mate from the works Elden 
PHIOA team Denny Shattuck came up to 
challenge the Wella champion strongly and 
even got ahead for a couple of laps before 
Wentz took over again for the last lap and 
chequered flag. Eyre didn’t lose much ground 
fon the Eldens in fifth place but he came under 
considerable pressure on the last lap from 
the old LD9 model Dulon of Vandervell novice 
champion David Heale with virwally nothing 
Separating them at the flag. After Clive 
Power's Dulon MPIS stopped at Goodwood, 
seventh place saw a fraught battle which 
went in the favour of Roger Orgee’s MRE 
over John Bicht’s Hawke DL10/11 and John 
Lipman’s Dulon LD9 while much of the early 
part of the race at the complex was run under 


16 


action was provided by the 


tablished a phenomenal 100 mph lap record. 
14 considerably in the Forward Trust Formula 3 

‘winner Richard Robarts with champion 

Roger Manning won the Wella Formula Ford race on the last corner from St 
‘six-race programme was marred by Brian Hough's dé 


damaged beyond recoy 


yellow flags after Chris Skellern’s MRE hit 
Tan Scott's Lotus 51M rather hard but both 
drivers were unburt 

All. the production saloons were lumped 
together for the Britax final, which saw Stuart 
Graham's immaculate Camaro on pole position 
—Cheshire-based Graham having his first car 
race on the Hampshire circuit although be ha 
once raced a motorcycle there. Richard 
Lioyd’s Simoniz Camaro, hi 


from a severe misfire in practice so had to 
make do with the second row leaving the 
rest of the front row to Roger Bell in Tony 
Lanfranchi's ShellSport Luxembourg BMW 3.0 
Siand Donald MacLeod in the Aramis BMW. 
Graham didn’t make a very good start from 
pole, leaving Lioyd to come through from the 
Second rank and head towards the complex 
side-by-side with Bell where the Camaro took 
over the lead. By Goodwood, Graham had 
demoted Bell too and while the Camaros di 
appeared into the distance, Gordon Spice’s 3- 
litre Wisharts Capri succeeded in outbrakiny 
Bell's BMW into the chicane as the first lap 
came to a close. However, Bell had reversed 
that position a lap later with MacLeod then 
attacking the Stan Robinson-run Capri before 
taking it entering the chicane at half-distance. 

Although Graham seemed likely to challenge 
Lloyd to begin with, his broken piston came 
as early as the third lap and the former top 
motorcyclist clung on to second place and 
finished Gs adrift of the triumphant Lloyd 
whose win made sure of his class champion- 
Ship title. Lloyd's main challenger for class 
series honours was Bell but his third place 
came under great pressure from team-mate 
MacLeod who nearly outdid the journalist at 
the complex on the sixth lap and then drew 


tan astonishing 


before taking the in- 

lap and 
holding off Motor's editor to the flag. Spl 
gradually lost ground on the dicing BMWs 
While the rapid’ Bob Ridgard was having a 
other of his infrequent outings in Les Leston’ 
Camaro and after missing a gear at the start, 
he dropped to 14th but motored through the 
field most impressively to demote Spice on 
the penultimate lap and claim fourth place ; 
within a lap he would have been with the 
BMWs too. Joining the others by runnin 
Michelin tyres for the first 

his best outing with the F 
Homecare Centre 3-litre Capri in sf 
before spinning out of the chicane on 

pped him to 11th 


was involved in the €1,050 co €1,500 tu 
between Bernard Unett’s works Hunter GLS 
and Tim Stock’s 2.3 Firenza before the Firenza 
had a contretemps with the Capri entering the 
complex which left the unlucky Stock in the 
bank and Unett a clear leader of the class 
although he left Blackburn to pull away in 
seventh place. Surprise driver of the second 

all who 


a 
Brunt’s 2.3 Firenza which saw the first two 


get into some ami 
before Marshall 


ing angles at the chicane 
laimed the upper hand over 
Brindley, Shaw and Brunt who followed in 
quick succession. Unett's only chance of 
Winning the championship though was if Ivan 
Dutton didn’t win the €801 to €1,050 class 
with his Unitam Escort Sport. But Dutton 
was in usual all-conquering form and wi 
never challenged for the lead of the class 
with Alan Foster's Morris Marina initially 
holding second place before being demoted 
by Peter Slade’s Escort Sport at the chicane 
on the third lap. The Moskvich cla 


particularly large entry for 
the final Forward Trust Formula 3 round and 
it was a mixed day for the Brazilians. This 
year’s Brazilian Formula Ford champion Alex 
Dias-Ribeiro arrived the previous week and 
hired Leonel Friedrich's F3 March 733 with 
Hollywood cigarette sponsorship for this race 
and the Brands Lombard final. However, after 
achieving 1m 21.8 the little Brazilian ruined 

is first outing in the car by wrecking it in a 
large accident at Village but he fortunately 
escaped unhurt. At the other end of the scale, 
24-year-old Luis Antono Siqueira Veiga 
commonly known as “Teleco”) from Sao 
Paulo—a former kartist and 1972 Brazilian 
saloon car champion—put the Sandro Angeliri- 
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Brazilian 
Tan Taylor is behind. 


run March-Novamotor 733. onto pole position 
with an impressive 1m 18.85 and the front 
row was completed by the M: 
Novamotor 733 of Richard Robart 
Competition Car Dastle-Holbay Mk 10 of 
jarrle Maskell. A disappointing non-goer was 
ike Wilds whose Dempster March 733 only 
lasted a couple of practice laps before its 
Brise Brands-winning Holbay engine broke. 
The Forward Trust championship had already 
been decided in favour of Ian Taylor whose 
jaty March 733 was on the second row fol: 
jowing fuel. pressure problems in practice. 
“Teleco” ‘maintained his practice form by 
storming off into the lead from Robarts with 
Taylor taking over third place from Maskell 
at the complex and Tony Rouft's GRD 373, 
March 733 and Nicholas von 
rch 733 were nose-to-tail behind 
#n spun wildly at the chicane, 
‘at the front, the first lap had ended 
with Robarts taking’ the lead from the 
Brazilian on the inside of the chicane with 
both getting very sideways but “Teleco” 
was back In front by the complex. Robarts 
determined to head the field though and 
on the second lap he made his bid on the 
outside before the chicane. The cars touched 
on braking and out of the hairy moment 
“Teleco” held on to his advs 
before Robarts made another 
time went by on the outside into the bend 
Where his desperate late-braking effort just 
pald off. From then on, Robarts held on to 
his lead for the rest of the race but “ Teleco" 
never far behind and had to contend with 
‘strong challenge from Taylor; the Brazilian 
always held the upper hand and the cham- 
pion was 0.6 8 adrift at the finish. Maskell spun 
away his fourth place at the chicane on the 
ving that place easily to Routt 


fat the chicane to reclaim fifth place. After his 
spin Preussen worked back to seventh ahead 
Of Derek Lawrence's Ehrlich ES2 while Glen 
Eagling’s one-off drive in Mo Harness’ usual 
March 733 was handicapped with a 
the complex 
‘never much doubt about the 
outcome of the Blue Circle modified sports car 
race. Leaving his Jaguar XK120 at home, John 
Pearson romped into the lead with his Race 
Engine Services-tuned VRM Lotus Elan with 
some very rapid motoring Pearson opened up 
20's over the rest by the conclusion of eight 
Japs and took 1.28 off the class record. Hav. 
ing to contend with diddy tyres on the rear 
and wide ones on the front, Jon Fletcher was 
experiencing terrible problems with the hand: 
ling of his Elan but the Blue Circle champion 
hung on to second place from John Evans’ 
Lotus Elan and John Miles’ Turner Mk 3 for 
four laps before Evans slipped by leaving 
Miles to harry Fletcher to the finish. Another 
front 2-litre runner would have been Richard 
Jenvey's blown Midget but that broke its en- 
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Teleco” mounts the chicane kerb during his impressive drive into second place 


gine in practice leaving a vacant spot on the 
front row of the grid 

Meanwhile there was drama behind, from the 
first lap onwards John Absalom's big-engined 
Ginetta G4, Robin Gray's Morgan Plus § and 
Brian Hough's TVR Tuscan were involved in 
a large spinnage at the complex on the first 

p. from which Absalom eventually retired 
with damaged bodywork and the other two 
Tost a lot of places, while Bob Jarvis’ rapid 
Davrian-Carter Imp Mk 5 failed to live up 
to its quick practice form due to a sick en 
Bine caused by a dud condenser. Therefore, 
Way behind the first four 1151 to 2-litre cars, 
fifth place was initially held by Ed. Stephens 
ex-Hough TVR Tuscan V6 from Andy Fraser's 
Selltre Marcos-Ford for the lead of the 2- to 3. 
litre class until the TVR had a big sideways 
moment at the chicane on the second lap and 
Tost touch with the record-breaking Marcos. 
Stephens was then involved in a tussle for 
sixth place with leader of the over 3-litre 
class, Guy Bedington's V12 E-type Jaguar, 
but both were being caught rapidly by Hough's 
Tuscan which was getting well sideways in 
its attempts to regain the class lead from 
hill-climber and sprinter Bedington, Having 
just taken Stephens’ Tuscan on. the seventh 
and penultimate lap, it was then that Hough's 
car shot off into the bank backwards in the 
region of Kimpton at considerable speed 
the car dug into the bank and demolished 
itself, killing poor Hough instantly. So the rest 
of the race was run at a slow pace with 
Bedington claiming the class in sixth ahead of 
Stephens and Robin Gray's Morgan Plus 8 
which demoted Dave Tomlinson's Elva Courier 
Mk 4 on the last lap for eighth place, Gray 
being second in the big class. With Jarvis out, 
the 1150 class was left between Andy Bailey's 
Sprite and Roger Cowdry's Ginetta and a 
hard-fought battle it was too before Cowdry 
got by Bailey on the last lap. Des Keech's 
1600 Marcos was well placed before spinning 
and retiring with a blown head gasket and 
John Chatham's burly MGC was another to 
drop out from a high placing with a cutting: 
out engine. 

There was a superb front row for the 
Forward Trust special saloon finale compris. 
ing Tony Hazlewood's big-engined Daf 55, 
Brian Cutting’s Escort Martin Vs (Cutting hav. 
ing his last race before retirement from motor 
sport) and Gerry Marshall's Blydenstein 16. 
valve Firenza and all three cars sported a 
boot-mounted aerofoil. It was quite a frantic 
start_with the three changing places con. 
tinually to the complex where Cutting claimed 
the lead from Marshall and Hazlewood which 
is how it remained for a couple of laps. But 
Cutting’s hopes of retiring with a win were 
dashed when smoke started to plume out of 
the Escort and after Marshall had taken over 
the lead, Cutting headed for the pits hardly 
able to see for all the smoke, caused by the 
sump bolts coming adrift. But setting incred- 


ible lap times, Hazlewood powered back ontc 
Marshall's tail and went by on the straight 
before the chicane on the sixth lap although 
he then got mixed up with back markers at 
Allard and Marshall went back in front. 
Further baulked on the last lap at the com: 
plex, the Daf lost touch with Marshall on the 
Inst lap although that didn't stop Gerry per- 
forming his customary sideways power-slide 
out of the chicane. 

Third place contained the 1300 class battle 
between the Longman prepared Minis of John 
Watts and lan Briggs with Watts always hold: 
ing the lead and close behind them there was 
another Mini battle between Phil Winter and 
Bernie Morley until the fourth lap when 
Morley went up the escape road at the chicane 
when in front, but the handling was not at all 
Fight on Moriey’s Mini as the car had been 
damaged in an accident en route to the circuit 
fand he retired. So sixth place was taken by 
Bailie Russell's Escort closely pursued by 
David Boon'’s Mini with Ray Payne's record: 
breaking Hartwell Imp easily outpacing the 
rest of the I-litre class In holding eighth place 
overall from John Pope's Viva and the Min\- 
Coopers of Roger Saunders and John Cound: 
ley after a race-long battle, While Marshall, 
Watts and Payne won their championship 
classes, the overall award went to 850 class 
winner Peter Crouch who yet again won his 
Class and broke the record while holding off 
his partner, Neil Dineen in a virtually identi 
cal Longman Mini. Most of this race was un. 
fortunately run under yellow and white fl 
when the 850 Minis of Reg Ward and Graham 
Sayer were involved in an accident at Kimpton 
fon the first lap which seriously damaged 

jard's car although he escaped with slight 
injuries. 

Most of the drama for the Castrol/MN 
sports GT race came in practice which was 
stopped when John Jordan heavily crashed 
his Z-litre McLaren MGB at Segrave on the 
first lap; from a very badly wrecked car 

wrdan was taken to hospital with Jeg and rib 
injuries. Once past John Markey's Chevron 
based Gropa at Church on the first lap, cham: 
pion Jeremy Lord disappeared Into the distance 


John Pearson dominated the tragic modsports 
race with his VRM Lotus Elan, by leading 
from start to finish and breaking the record. 


with his Minilite Lola-FVA 7212 while 
Markey's flat-sounding Gropa dropped towards 
Tim Goss’ equally sick Gropa-BMW but the 
positions never looked like changing and 
didn’t Jeremy Sumner's Chevron B6 smote the 
Armco barrier at the chicane after spinning on 
the first lap, leaving fourth place to Lee K. 
Lola-FVC 7290 but John Quick made rapid 
progress through the field with the Ember 
Racing Chevron-FVC B23 after having a push 
start: he easily took over fourth place but 
his 10s penalty dropped him back behind 
Kaye in the results. Mike Andrew's very 
quick 1300 Mantelow-tuned Alexis looked like 
taking the championship class lead as he held 
sixth place but a rose joint broke on the sixth 
lap and he dropped out, leaving sixth to 
Anthony Hutton’ who pressed his glorious 
Mirage GT40 past Pete Andrews’ Martin-FVA 
BMIO on the last lap and Lyndon Thorne’s 
Aldon inherited the 1300 section. 


Results on page 50 
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Dusk sets in at Oulton Park as the 1973 season draws to a close with the Motorcraft Mexico race 


Conta, Wilkinson and the rest. 


OULTON PARK 


Going down the Avenue, Mansfleld leads da 


Dutton claims Castrol saloon title 


By IAN TITCHMARSH Photos by PETER McFADYEN 


‘A year which has seen Sunday racing at 
‘Oulton Park for the very first time, came to 
fa close last Saturday when the BRSCC NW 
Centre presented the final rounds of three 
championships, although the closest racing 
by far came in the three non-champlonship 
races, apart that is from the excellent Mexico 
Challenge event. Ivan Dutton capped a season 
of total class domination with his Escort Sport 
to take the Castrol Group 1 title while Geoff 
Tilt's Midget ended up with more STP points 
than Shaun Jackson's TR6, However, the RAC 

7 still looking Into the goings-on at Mallory 
k two weeks ago. Allan’ Wilkinson had 
already assured himself of the Motorcraft 
Mexico series but won the final round anyway 
after a desperately exciting struggle. 

‘The large Formula Ford entry created two 
races, both producing close battles for the 
ead, ‘Stuart Baird (Merlyn Mk 24) and Graham 
Cuthbert (Van Diemen) shared fastest time in 
practice and subsequently the lead in the 
Face, gradually pulling away from Kelvin 
Hesketh's. Merlyn Mk 24 and Ed. Wilcox’s 
supremely tatty Mk 11A. For four laps Baird 
had the advantage until the Dundee baker's 
Van Diemen slipped past at Knickerbrook. 
Baird repassed at Old Hall and held on until 
the end of lap seven when Cuthbert used the 
Inside line at Lodge to lead once more. At 
Knickerbrook for the ninth time the Merlyn 
driver put his Oulton experience to good use 
and moved ahead again, finally crossing the 
line half a length ahead of the Scot. Wilcox 
and Hesketh changed places with similar fer- 
vour, but held each other up. so that they were 
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caught, by 
‘and Chris Muda 


Richard Jones (Hawke DL10/11) 
(Merlyn Mk 20A). Jones 
happy with his Was going better 
jan ever but ‘seventh on lap 
nine leaving Hesketh, Wilcox and Mudge t 
take the flag as one. A fine race! 
Overheating of both towing van and 
Camaro reduced Richard Lloyd to the back 
f the grid plus 10 for the first production 
Saloon race, leaving Stuart Graham with n 
opposition. The former  motor-cyclist, who 
Would be well worth @ good sponsor for next 
year’s Saloon Car Championship. immediately 
Opened up a gap and held it as he wished for 
the remaining nine laps. Les Leston muffed 
his gearchanges away from the line but soon 
established himself In second place about 10's 
behind. Lloyd's progress was the main attrac 
tion, for the Simoniz-sponsored car had been 
allowed out of the paddock late and started 
from the pit-lane. From 19th on lap one 
Richard climbed up to third with four laps to 
go but was unable to catch the other Chevro. 
lets. Tony Lanfranchi was able to muster all 
three BMW Sis again, in their rightful colours, 
and the German cars ran round in formation 
until the last lap when Donald MacLeod in 
the Aramis car tried to take Cascades, Island 
and Esso abreast of Roger Bell's Rothmans 
car. At Esso Bell spun, harmlessly at first 
until John Handley arrived brakeless a few 
nutes later, and the net result was a badly 
buckled BMW and similarly battered Alfa 
Romeo. Stan Clark in the other Alfa spent 
the race ahead of his team-mate duelling with 
Gordon Spice's Capri to take sixth behind 


Lanfranchi and MacLeod, 
The concurrent £1,500 class was dominated 

by Ivan Dutton who only had to win to 
clinch the championship, whatever Bernard 
Unett might do later. Despite this, Dutton 
drove on the limit all the way, underlining 
hie superiority and leaving the other Escort of 
John Lyon to cape with the Simeas of Jenny 
Birrell and. Tony Chamell, Lyon's engine 
eventually went flat while Charnell had. an 
altercation with Lloyd at Old Hall as the 
made up for its delayed. start, so 

im Birrell was second to the distan 


Dutton 
‘One of the major 
Oulton Park season has be 


scandals of the 197: 
in the complete 
failure of the BRSCC and its alter ego to run 
a single modsports race. Instead, the STP prod 
Sports races have been inflicted on us. This 
time the entry included just about ever com 
petitor in the country, making 21 starters for 
the four classes which were started in reverse 
der at 20s intervals. When racing needs 
this sort of artificial stimulus, there must be 
something wrong. Once the’ confusion had 
sorted itself out, and two of the faster cars 
had left the road sifting their way through 
the MGs, the traditional pattern was estab. 
lished by’ half-distance with Nick Faure's spec 
tacular Porsche leading Chris Meek’s tatty 
De Tomaso, which had started 10s late 
anyway. Alan Minshaw and Malcolm Wayne 
were on their own in third and fourth places, 
the other Europa of Julien Stock having taken 
to the grass at Cascades, Shaun Jackson's TR6 
and David Cudworth’s F-registered but enter. 
Prisingly-driven Elan completed the unlapped 
runners, even allowing for the “"bandicap, 
while John de Stefano's Porsche took on the 
Knickerbrook sleepers and lost. “I agree with 
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Bernard Unett's Hunter leads Tim Stock’s Firenza and the fleld into Old Hall (above). Command 
ing winner of the big Castrol race was Stuart Graham's Camaro, here seen exiting Lodge corner. 


Fake Cateancn 8 


Titer Panesi tap: Simeesn, 2 D2 5 FAAE meh 
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everything you say about prod sports," a 
leading entrant told us. 

If the last race was bad, the ensuing Castrol 
GI event was no better. Any prospect of 
dicing was badly hampered by the presence 
from the first lap of Bob Bucknell’s Fiat 124 
Special T and Peter Jopp's Moskvich on the 
track at Knickerbrook after the Italian car 
had shunted very heavily. Bernard Unett was 
able to lead all the way in the Hillman Hunter 
for Tim Stock could not use the greater speed 
of his Vauxhall Firenza on Top Straight to 
pass at Knickerbrook under the yellow flags, 

‘Eventually Stock spun at Old Hall, leaving 
Unett completely unchallenged although Barrie 
Williams, in his Tour of Britain car, was un. 
able to catch the other Firenza for second 
despite some typically spectacular cornering. 
‘A mild dice occurred for a few laps between 
Stuart. MeCrudden's Cortina GT. and Neil 
McGrath's Escort’ Mexico but this petered 
out in favour of the larger car, which surely 
wasn't on the approved list of Fords for Group 
Tat the start of the year. Tony Lanfranchi 
won the Moskvich class again to mark the end 
of the Russian car's reign as a racer if cc 
Father than €€ dictate’ classification ext 

The second FF race was as good as the 
first. This time it was between the Jamun 
72 of Keith Wilson and Mike Wrigley's Mer: 
lyn Mk IIA, both cars dating back to the 
early days of the formula, Wrigley was the 
initial leader but Wilson took over at half- 
distance and thereafter retained the advantage 
more of less to the end. An enterprising move 
by Wrigley at Old Hall on lap eight saw him 
back In front but Wilson took the outside 
line at Knickerbrook a lap later and used his 
experience to keep Wrigley at bay, the Mer: 
Iyn crossing the line mere inches behind. John 

evens added to Jamun joy by coming in third 
‘a few seconds later, having earned pole posi: 
tion but being troubled with locking brakes 
in the race, He finished a few yards ahead of 
John Kent's Royale RP16 and Tim Rathmell's 
Titan Mk 6 which shared the same time, 

‘The first three places in the Mexico Chal 
tenge had already been decided in favour of 
Allan Wilkinson, Rod Mansfield and Tony 
Dron but the final round was contested as if 
everything depended on it. On lap one the 
order was Wilkinson, David da Costa, Nell 
McGrath, Mansfield, Nick Weir, Mike Freeman, 
Tony Dron and Peter Ripley. It was never the 
same again! Wilkinson led for four laps 
before da Costa took over only to have the 
engine go “pop” on the last lap and hand his 
well-deserved win back to Wilkinson. Behind 
them places changed at every comer, panels 
crunched and paint swapped and oniy Weir 
fell. off. Mansfield, McGrath and Freeman 
trailed Wilkinson by an overrider each’ while 
Ripley and Dron completed the first six. Gerry 
Marshall was on hand to see his two-year-old 
lap record beaten by 0.2 by Mansfield and 
Freeman. Next year Ford employees will be 
banned, for some reason, eliminating Wilkin- 
son and Mansfield amongst others, which is a 
pity. 

Despite a new diff, Chris Meek broke his 
special saloon record in practice with the 
Princess Ita Escort BDG, and then broke the 
diff as well, so he non-started. John Chappel's 
hitherto invincible Cooper S was on the 
back row after brake problems so the lead 
was taken by Eric Smith's BDA-engined Mini: 
Clubman from Tony Mann's very fast Anglia 
(Ve. Chappel was incredibly third behind these 
two by the second lap but that was as far as 
he could go. Mann, however, wanted to lead 
the race and pressed the very fast blue Mini 
harder and harder until steaming past on Top 
Straight on lap six. Smith regained the lead 
up Clay Hill a lap later but then ran wide at 
Lodge on lap eight, allowing the Anglia in 
front again, It was Smith ahead once more on 
the next lap and he just stayed there as the 
two cars crossed the line in the twilight to 
bring the season excitingly to a close. Behind 
Chappel, Denis Welch's Anglia t/c was always 
marginally in front of the Cooper Ss of Roger 
Matthews and Greg Taft, the latter eventually 
losing a very close tussie by spinning off at 
Knickerbrook. Brother Paul had earlier 
stopped to remove a damaged bonnet from 
his Cooper S but continued to take a naked 
sixth. 
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Phillips at Woodcote in the double championship-winning Unitam Escort Sport. 


TRACK TEST 


Ivan Dutton’s Escort 


by IAN PHILLIPS 


"So there I was in this pub with a fellow from 
Lyons Team and 1 said, "you buy me an 
Escort, just lke one of your rep's cars, and 
VM race and Vil paralyse 'em,'" said Ivan 
Dutton in 1972, Who was Ivan Dutton ? Well, 
for one thing he was not a racing driver, 
he'd never even thought about it. The 
story continued, "* Outside the pub I became a 
bit. more professional like and the bloke 
agreed so long as I said 1 was going to 
win. I said I'd paralyse ‘em so I bloody well 
had. to. 

In his first ever year of racing, 1972, and 
the first year of Gl, Dutton scored 19’ wins 
with the Lyons Quick Brew Escort Sport 
This year with the same car, sponsored. by 
Unitam, he has won 31 races and won both 
the Castrol and Britax championships 

Last week the down to earth and amusing 
Dutton allowed me to drive his precious 
Escort at Silverstone even though it was only 
two days before his weekend double cham- 
plonship bid. ‘The day was actually set up by 
the sponsors Unitam, which is a lively creative 
marketing organisation run by long time en- 
thuslast Sydney Pemberton and Dick Smith. 
Although this is their first venture into spon. 
sorship they know the value of it only too 
Well as it was them who created Team Castrol, 
Team FordSure and proposed and organised 
the Lyons Cakes Kart Team for the National 
championships last year. Unitam's involvement 
with Lyons in other directions made it inevit- 
able that they should come into contact with 
Dutton, 

Dutton himself came into racing rather by 
accident. He used to work at the London 
Sports Car Centre and helped a few people 
‘Out with their cars and, in fact, competed with 
a Morgan three-wheeler at one stage. After 
branching out on his own into buying and 
selling cars he revisited the LSCC one day 
and got talking to Alan Foster. It was Foster 
who gave him the idea of going racing when 
he said he was about to take it up again in 
this new Group 1 formula where “they race 
standard saloons like we used to in the old 
days.” Dutton became quite enthusiastic at 
this point and phoned the RAC to find out 
what it ‘was all about. 

Still not really knowing what it all 
was he bought a 1275 Mini for £375. He 
fitted it with a roll cage and seat belts and 
raced it four times and shunted it once before 


selling it for €365. The bug had bitten, how- 
ever, and he had managed to talk Lyons into 
paying for a brand new Escort Sport. It was 
then that the successes started coming but 
Ivan is quick to point out that a lot of it was 
due to the help he received from his fellow 
competitors 

At the end of last season he tried to sell 
the car for £1,000 but nobody wanted it $0 
he had to keep it. “If 1 had sold it 1 would 
probably never have bothered again.” Well 
all the other G1 competitors in this country 
Probably wished he had sold it and. given 
somebody else a chance this year. 

Having decided to keep going Ivan under- 
took all the preparation himself for 1973 
including the engine which had previously 
been done by Janspeed; “When I came into 
it Jeremy Walton was winning everything in 
a Janspeed Escort 40 1 thought the only wa 
to beat him was to join him in the beginning. 

What goes into the preparation of such a 
dominant Gl car that still makes it legal ? 


Not much different here except the catch tank on the bulkhead. 


7 | 


There are obviously one or two crafty dodges 
and Ivan “ knew a little bit about cars, which 
all helped.” Ivan spends a great deal of time 
looking after the Escort and its reliability 
record bears this out: just one retirement in 
33 races which was, in fact, in the Tour of 
Britain when a front stub axle broke and a 
wheel came off 

‘You would have thought that with 31 wins 
from 35 starts and lap records virtually 
everywhere that somebody would have pro. 
tested at the car but it has never happened. 
It was sealed at Brands just recently but was 
found to be perfectly legal. “I know it’s legal, 
there's no point in cheating. I can afford to 
go out and be 7s a lap quicker than anyone 
else in the class because I know it's legal. If 
it was bent I'd have to hang back and make 
a race of it so it would look like the cars 
were all the same. I've tried some of the 
tricks but the difference they make is s0 
small that it’s just not worth it.” 

So what has been done to the Unitam car? 
The answer really Is very little. Ivan reckons 
the main tweak is his carburetter, Although 
the regulations forbid any changes to the ait 
intake there's nothing to say that the amount 
of fuel mixed with it cannot be altered, Con- 
sequently, all the economy measures have been 
taken out and so the petrol just floods into 
the engine so that it runs incredibly rich and 
the mpg rating drops to 15. Both chokes on 
the carburetter are in operation all the time 
and the jets are 175 instead of 125, The fuel 
is delivered to the carb via a Bendix pump 
instead of the standard mechanical one which 

camshaft take 


off." Something else which reckons. 1s 
Worth a fair amount is th ng of the 
engine and he has taken a lot of time in 


getting this right and the two pipes lead to 
the catch tank on the front bulkhead. 

On the.electrical side Denny Rowland gave 
hima Up to fit a Bosch 9V coll into’ the 
12V system without a ballast resistor and 
this has always proved satisfactory. The dis- 
tributor gave trouble at one stage when the 
car started to misfire and Ivan. eventually 
found that there were in fact two types of cap 
available for the Escort Sport, the positioning. 
of the number one terminal being different 
When he went to buy a new one he was told 
that he had the wrong type. He bought a 


new one and that didn't work so he tried 
another and another and just could not get it 
Fights0 he went back to the old" wrong 
type" ‘and regained 200 revs immediately 
When the engine has to be rebuilt Hilthorne 
in West London do any boring that might have 
to be done, Ivan likes to have the engine 
tight, “I don't believe in running in, 1 won 
my first race with just 50 miles on the clock.” 
The great thing about Gl of course is that it 
is not necessary to go to a circult for testing, 


Ian does his engine testing on the MI and 
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Ian Dutton (right) with Dick Smith of Unitam. 


drives the car to circuits when his €160 Hum- 
ber Super Snipe tow car is in use in his hire 
‘car business. 

‘One thing that fellow Escort Sport drivers 
‘cannot fathom out is why Ivan’s car is much 
lower than theirs and can still get over the 
measuring block. 

This article will go in after the weekend, 
won't it,” 

so Ser 

“Then I'll tell you." 

Briefly, what Ivan discovered was that if 
the springs were lowered the first thing that 
would hit the measuring block was the ex- 
haust clamp, You cannot modify this and so 
‘most people stop the lowering at this point. 
However, a quick 100k at the V-shaped engine 
mount provides a way round this. Between 
the engine and the mount are stretchable 
rubber dampers and by jacking up the engine 
0 that i¢ takes up the full adjustment and 
then tightening the bolts, hey presto, you can 
lower the springs another inch. 

‘The only other main tweak is the Bilstein 
shock absorbers at the front which he has 
had on for the past eight races. Ivan feels 
this gives a marginally better ride than the 
standard ones fitted before which were filled 
with ‘The rears a 


ible to fit an anti-tramp bar 
year's regs were announced and they were 


banned they all cried, "No way will the cars 
be driveable,” however the regs went through 
and to their astonishment the cars are quite 
driveable 

‘On the tyre front Ivan, of course, runs the 
‘almost compulsory Michelin TB5s in place of 
the original Torinos, “They're just like the 


Understeer out of Woodcote. 
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racing slicks we had last year and must be 
worth 1.5 a lap. The Torinos were very 
good though, much better than Klebers which 
Were too hard.” 

Silverstone iast Wednesday was warm and 
dry and when I got there Ivan was trundling 
round in the car just to make sure everything 
was okay. He came in and said: "It's going 
well today, I'm getting 6100 rpm easily on the 
straight, it’s all yours.” Although he sald 
nothing about not trying too hard because of 
the oncoming weekend, I had to assure Ivan 
that T would not be ear holing it or trying 
to reach maximum revs at any stage. I also 
inquired how easily the thing turns over, 
because, although I don't see a lot of Gl 
racing, Monday mornings always seem to be 
full of how so and so rolled over the week- 
end. “If it spins put your foot hard on the 
brake and leave it there,” he said, “if you 
take it off at even Smph a tyre will grip 
and. you'll be over.” 

‘With this In mind I was glad to see the 
strong roll-over cage and to do up the Wil 
lans four strap belts. Being « good deal taller 
than Ivan 1 felt T would have had more 
room if I'd have hung my legs through the 
Steering wheel but this would obviously pro- 
vide more problems than being cramped 
underneath the wheel (the seat was not adjust. 
‘able but was extremely comfortable). “It 
uns very rich so floor the throttle when you 
start it,” I was told. This I did and the open 
‘exhaust roared from under the belly of the 
car and I was off." You'll be surprised at the 
Acceleration,” Ivan had said, and certainly it 
‘was more noticeable than the ShellSport 
Mexico I drove a few months ago. The thing 
that surprised me most of all was the ease 


in which the engine climbed through the rev 
range. The red line on the rev counter started 
at 6000 but Ivan said he used just over 
7000 in second and just 7000 in third. I decided 
to stay a good 500 below this but to do it 
meant keeping a good eye on the fast moving 
needle. 

‘The initial impression of the handling was 
that the car was very hard and would wander 
a shade. The steering was very light and 
Precise, the front tyres were at 44 psi but, as 
I found in the Mexico, one soon becomes used 
to this feeling and confidence grows rapidly. 

After a few laps warming myself up, the 
true capabilities and characteristics of the 
car became apparent. The first thing that 
comes to light when comering quickly Is the 
tendency to pick up the inside rear wheel. 
This, of course, is inevitable in the majority 
of the GI ‘and half the technique of 
‘driving the cars quickly is to find a way out 
of this problem. It’s like certain comers can 
‘easily be taken flat out but in doing so you 
fare scrubbing off so much speed that the less 
brave way of touching the brakes and even 
going down a gear is the much quicker way 
round. The art of Gl seems to be smoothness 
rather than hairy balls-out stuff 

For Copse T'was dabbing, the brakes, and 
changing down and the engine screamed 
the way through but braking should not 
necessary and, in fact, it probably could 
taken in top’ but I wondered what would 

jot Into trouble and backed off. 

arked and with tryl 

to keep all four wheels on the ground I wé 
using all the road. Taking it in third 1 always 
knew there were more revs there if needed. 
The belt up to Becketts took in the incon: 
quential left-handed Maggotts, although while 
letting an FF through on one lap I took it far 
too tight and got a giant wobble on. The rev 

Well ‘under six when T started 


thing that happened was violent 
and then the fronts would lock briefly. It was 
all a bit disconcerting at first but later it 
Became great fun. It was then rapidly down 
through the delightful Escort gearbox into 
second and chuck the car into the comer. 
‘Atleast that’s the way I did it but lost a lot of 
time. 1 took it too tight and had the inside 
rear wheel well off and the revs were well up 

exit. A much wider line 


into third very quickly and then 
into top for the majority of the main straight. 
Ivan likes to see 6100 rpm on the clock when 
he sets it up for Woodcote ‘so I was happy 
with 6000 ‘on most occasions. before hitting. 
the brakes early. If I had been trying hard, 
braking ‘could have been done much later 
with axle tramping and locking up but the 
boss was watching sol did not try! At my 
pace, towards the end it was definitely a 
fase’ of using all the road, more in an effort 
to keep all the wheels on’ the ground. How- 
ever badly and slowly I was taking it though 
it “was back into top gear well before the 
Motor brid 

‘After about 15 laps I was really starting 
to enjoy driving the car and getting more and 
more confident with what it would do and 
rather disappointingly my conscience got the 
better of me and 1 stopped before 1 did any- 
thing silly, much to the relief of one 1. Dutton 
Esq, 

‘My overall impression of driving in G1 is 
that’ it’ is possible for anyone however 
good or bad & driver they might be, to get 
own to reasonable times but the rest is not 
made up by bravery, it is. skill in driving 
smoothly. 

‘After two years of racing in GI Dutton 
reckons that If he sells the car at the end 
of this year he will easily have broken even 
fon his facing over the two years and that 
includes all the petrol, good hotels and every- 

thing. "If T win both the championships It 
will be a boost for all club racers because it 
Will prove that you don't need a works car, 
2 mechanic, lots of money or a great deal of 
Skill and bravery. 


nates. 


NORWICH 
AJS (CAR SALES) LTD. 
WHIFFLER ROAD, NORWICH, NOR 33L NORWICH 43643 
LONDON 
EUROCARS LTD. 
104 BAYSWATER ROAD, LONDON, W2 01-723 1821 
EDINBURGH 
GORDON C. MacANDREW & CO. LTD. 
86 LOTHIAN ROAD, EDINBURGH 031-723 1821 
BRIGHTON 
ROTTINGDEAN MOTORS 
WEST STREET, ROTTINGDEAN, BRIGHTON BRIGHTON 32634 
CORNWALL 
HAIN’S CAR SALES 
PARK “ AN CREET GARAGE,” ST IVES, CORNWALL ST IVES 5442 
. LONDON 
STREATHAM HIGH SERVICE STATION 
41 STREATHAM HIGH ROAD, LONDON, SW16 01-769 4847 
LEEDS 
BROADWAY SERVICE STATION 
BROADWAY, HORSFORTH, LEEDS HORSFORTH 2273 
SOUTHEND 
EASTWOOD MOTORS 
759-765 SOUTHCHURCH ROAD, SOUTHEND-ON-SEA, ESSEX 0702 64749 
BIRMINGHAM 
SLEEMANS MOTOR LTD. 
281/3 DUDLEY ROAD, BIRMINGHAM BIRMINGHAM 454 3354 
CANTERBURY 
EVENHILL GARAGE 
LITTLEBOURNE, NR CANTERBURY, KENT 022-778 351 
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BORDER RALLY 


Gallacher takes the title 


Drew Gallacher and Ian Muir became new 
Scottish champions over the weekend when 
they convincingly won the Berwick and 
District MCs Border Rally. Driving the Wylies/ 
ShellSport RS 2-litre, Gallacher finished over 
2) minutes ahead of Willie Crawford/David 
Hodges in. the Lothian Sports Car/Lowland 
‘Tyres Escort RS1600. Crawford's position 
‘earned him second place on the championship. 
Less than a minute behind in third place was 
the Brooklyn Garages Mexico of Russel 
Brookes and John Brown while fourth place 
went to the SMT Opel Ascona of Ian Wilson/ 
Nell Caine who assured himself of third 
place in the championship. 


Generously sponsored as usual by Lombard 
North Central, this year's Border Rally once 
again used the format of minimal road mi 

‘a dozen stages all concentrated in 
ive Keilder Forest complex, Run as a 
ational event for the first time, the rally 
Again counted towards the Sheli, Scoteman 
championship and the Mexico Championship. 
‘The club received far more entries than they 
could cater for and although the maximum 
of 120 starters left the Hawick start on 
Saturday morning, many people were as usual 
disappointed. None more so than lan Milne 
whose W. J. Reid Fertilisers RS broke down 
‘On the way down from Brechin and when he 
arrived late at the start found his num. 
ber (14) had been allocated to one of the 
reserves, Bill Lymburn in-his twin cam, Rules 
fre rules but last place on the reserve list 
or "you might as well go home" seemed a 
bit hard on Milne who dejectedly drove the 
200 miles back to Brechin. As usual the 
Seeding on the Border left quite a lot to be 
Gesired and the time has surely come to 
Abandon the idea of seeding the first 40 cars 
‘and leaving the rest to sort themselves out 
by receipt of entry. Rallying has become a 
big sport and it's high time that the organ: 
fwers gave a lot_more thought to seeding 
which at times this year has been quite 
diabolical, 

Meanwhile back to the start. First car 
down the ramp was the championship con: 
tending Royal Bank of Scotland RS of Bill 
Taylor/lan Maclver and they were followed 
by the once leading Willment/Thor Mexico 
of Andy” Dawson/Andy Marriot. Russell 
Brookes at three was followed by Drew 
Gallacher and then came the Mexicos of 
Bob Bean/Alan Greenwood and Nigel Rockey 
and Paul White, Willie Crawford and lan 
Wilson filled number seven and eight, David 
‘Thompson/Moss Isley had the ‘Harold 
Thompson's Firenza at nine, Les and Edna 
Eagleton were at 10 in their Twin Cam and 
the round dozen was made up by the Baillie 
brothers’ Twin Cam and the Saab 96 of Phil 
Wilks/Dennis Waller, 

‘The first three 


jes lay in the Bewshaugh 
section of the fores: between Keilder 

and Lewisburn and went under 
typleally Border name of Car Cairn, Elsin 
‘and Ferny Knawe. Exceedingly slippery con- 
ditions here saw literally dozens of cars 
leaping violently off the road and the 
unfortunate distinction of being the first man 
to do so went to Bill Taylor. Marooned in 
the ditch for what must have seemed like 
fan. eternity he eventually managed to get 
back on the track within his time allowance 
and despite a maximum of eight minutes 
Set off in pursuit of Gallacher. This wasn't 
such a hopeless task either for George 
Forbes had. also collected a maximum in 
his Firenza and by the finish had climbed 
buck to ninth place overall. All it needed was 
Gallacher to make a slip somewhere; He 
certainly didn't look like making it on the 
first stage however and his time (5 m 12 s) 
was some 13 s in front of Willie Crawford 
and Brian Coyle's Stiletto which was admir- 
‘bly suited to the conditions. Brian Benson 
effectively retired his Twin Cam here when 
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he ‘lost third gear and out too went Alasdair 
Pearson's Volvo which parked itself ina 
diteh for two hours, 

‘The second stage at Elsin was so muddy 
that it was no advantage to be running as 
fone of the early cars, for all they did was 
to improve the surface for the faster men 
in the twenties. Consequently fastest time 
went to Bill Taylor wh? was running well 
down the eld and he was followed by Peter 
Thompson's Firenza, Vince Findlayson (Imp), 
Alasdair. Kesson (Escort. RS) and George 
Forbes, Peter Dalkins Citroen was off in tne 
bushes here while Nigel Clarkson and 
Prince Michael of Kent bit something rather 
solid and didn’t improve the frontend of 
their Escort. Gallacher was streets ahead of 
the field at Ferny Knowe where the number 
of broken cars was quite amazing. Any hopes 
that Bill Taylor might have had were dashed 
here when the crankshaft broke and so 
yet" another Scottish Championship had 
Slipped out of his grasp. Without in anyway 
detracting from Drew Gallacher one could 
Almost feel the wave of disappointment 
Sweep all through the event. Making Its 
forest debut, was the Old Woking Datsun of 
Kevin Videan which went out when the diff oll 
cooler pipe fractured and Nigel Rockey col 
lected ‘2 14 minute maximum after going 
off. Tony Blane's Datsun and Alasdair Brear: 
ley's Escort both rolled out of the event and 
the Samson brothers made a mess of the 
underside of their Group Five Viva with a 
final excursion into the trees. Also. in trouble 
was Bill Lymburn’s Twin Cam which spent 
around 3m in a ditch and the Hesketh 
Racing Escort of Jim Barnett which looked 
decidedly mangled after a trip into the 
undergrowth, 

"The action now moved to a quartet of 
stages in the forest between Wellhaugh and 
Shilburn Haugh. The first of these was a 
4 m_alfair at Greenside and once again it 
was Gallacher to the fore, 5s quicker than 
Bob Bean and 8 in front of George Forbes 
Brookes, Crawford, Gordon Armstrong (RS) 
and Arthur Jasper, in his recently acquired 
ex-Clark and ‘Simpson RS, all continued to 
Impress but Bill Lymburn lost another 2m 
when the battery lead came adrift. In trouble 
with their electrics all morning were John 
Edwards-Parton Don Davidson, and on this 
stage Davidson spent the whole time down 
on his knees in the Mexico trying to hold the 
junction box together 

Vince Pindlayson collected a maximum in 
his Imp when the car got stuck in the mud at 
Scald Pipe while a similar fate befell the 
Vauxhall Magnum of David Porter which was 
off the road for nearly an hour. Gallacher 
was again well in front of Bean and Coyle 
here but on the next stage at Recker Pike 
they were some 16 cars clean after an arrow- 


Drew Gallacher—new Scottish Champion. 


ing mistake had missed out a loop in the 
stage. lan Wilson's Ascona broke a shock 
absorber here and because of the locality he 
had to do the next stage before any repairs 
could be made. 


The last stage before the halfway halt at 
Falstone was Dings Rigg and it was cleaned 
by Gallacher, Brookes and John Baillie. Willie 
Crawford was only 2s down and he would 
almost certainly have cleaned it as well if 
the low tension lead had not jumped off the 
distributor just 200 yards from the finish. 
Luckily it was downhill. Arthur Jasper and 
Bill Lymburn were only 5 s down but out went 
Peter Thompson's Firenza which rolled end- 
over-end and Peter Dalkin's Citroen which 
went off again. Bob Bean had an off and 
dent a wing here while Mick Bolam's Wylam 
‘Avenger holed ts radiator when the plastic 
fan blades broke up and attacked it 


‘At the halfway halt in the usual field at 
Falstone, times were posted quickly and Drew 
Gallacher was shown to have pulled out a 
commanding lead of 1m 235 from Russell 
Brookes. After a slowish start Willie Crawford 
was Iying third, 11's behind Brookes, but the 
result of the morning was undoubtedly that of 
‘Arthur Jasper who was still 18s behind in 
fourth place despite having great difficulty 
remembering which gear he was in with the 
five-speed box. The. Shell/Scotsman Cham- 
plonship. race was further enhanced by lan 
Wilson’ lying fifth in his “still for sale” 
Ascona. John Baillie was still showing every- 
body how quick he is in sixth spot, and the 
“Top Ten” was completed by Brian Coyle, 
Alasdair Kesson, David Thompson and Chris 
Stephenson in the ex-Bullough RS1600, 

tarting just above Falstone was the eighth 
stage—the Pikes—and despite and un- 
Scheduled detour up a grass track Gallacher 
Still managed to beat Crawford by 98. Craw: 
ford's time nevertheless was enough to take 
him into second place past Brookes, Nigel 
Rockey terminated 8 very unhappy event here 
when he wrote off the Mexico in a high 
Speed end-over-end roll and, although visibly 
shaken, thankfully both Nigel and Paul White 
Were unhurt. Brian Coyle had to retire after 
the next stage when a piston broke but also 
out around here went Prince Michael of Kent's 
Escort. Gallacher was only 4% over the 
7m bogey at the Dodd and that was 198 
clear of Crawford and well over half a 
minute quicker than George Forbes, lan Wil- 
Son, Arthur Jasper and Les Eagleton. Dai 
Roderick had to exit his RS here with un: 
known mechanical maladies while Jim How- 
den’s Avenger fell from the leading Chrysler 
position when the fan belt broke. At the 
Gelightfully named Hardy's Bog Stage George 
Forbes’ time of 108 over was the n 
anyone got to Gallacher who cleaned the sta 
by a couple of seconds. Baillie, Crawford, 
Jasper and Wilson were all covered by the 
next 5s but off the road and out went John 
Brupning’s Mexico, 

The final two stages —Loof Hill and Lad's 
Cleugh — saw Gallacher increase his lead by 
‘= further 20s and there was no doubt who 
had won both the rally and the championship. 
It' was a professional performance by Gallacher 
who, apart from the muddy second stage, had 
been fastest on every single stage. By | win- 
ning the Border Gallacher insured that his 
navigator lan Muir took the Navigators Cham 
Pionship and it also meant that only thre 

‘had shared the overall wins in the 10 


board reading, Roger Clark six, 
three, and George Hill one. Arthur Jasper's 
first outing Mm his new car bode very well for 
the future and particular mention must be 
made of George Forbes who (back into com- 
petitive rallying with a vengeance after a 
Tong lay off because of an accident) would 
have finished third overall had it not been 
for his maximum on the third stage. Navigat- 
ing for Arthur Jasper on the event, Roger 
Turnbull climbed to runner-up in the Naviga. 
tors’ Championship on the same number of 
points as Rob Baillie (third) while Dominic 
Buckly clinched the runner-up position in the 
challengers’ championship — behind John 
Baillie. Third in the challengers’ section goes 
to Ken Wood who did very well to finish 13th 
‘overall in his Cooper S. 
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Road test 


A big, spaci 
The Lancia Beta is of immense interest be- 
cause it {s the first new model with Flat 
backing. If there was some fear of a bit of 


badge engineering from the Flat range, that 
danger has certainly been averte 
Beta proves to be an entirely new design in 
its own righ is 
Uup-rated ‘one of parent 
pany's products, the rest of the vehicle 
being a completely individual creation. 
The Beta is made in 1400, 1600, and 1800 
sizes, the latter, actually of 1756 cc, being the 
subject of the present test. The engine, with 


4 5bhp bonus in Lancia form, derives frc 
the Fiat 132 and it is interesting to 
two cars. The Flat has rear dri 
xle and the Lancia has front drive with 
erse engine, but the wheelbase of both 
The Lancia is about a couple of 
inches wider and an inch lower, its extra 5 in 
of length being mostly in the nose. It looks an 
altogether larger car but weight is saved by 
the compact transmission layout, so it finishes 
up only a few pounds the heavier of the 


A big, spacious four-door saloon with ex 
tremely comfortable cloth-upholstered seats, 
the Beta looks more than its 1756 ce. It has 
independent suspension on all four wheels by 
4a strut-type suspension, in which sentimental 
ists may see a faint resemblance to much 
earlier Lancia designs. At the rear, two long. 
Parallel links each side form the lower sus. 
Pension members, with fore-and-aft location 
achieved by radius arms that are really the 
ends of an anti-roll torsion bar. This arrange- 
ment ensures the minimum of encroachment 
on passenger and luggage space, while the 
suspension geometry is a better compromise 
than that of semi-trailing arms. 


The brakes are outboard discs all round, 
those in front having twin cylinders. There 
are two separate hydraulic circuits, one 
Operating front brakes only and the other a 
mixed front and back connection, with a 
load-conscious valve regulating the propor: 
tion of rear braking. This means that in the 
unlikely event of a brake failure, there is 
always front braking. Really. the power of 


uw 


us four-door saloon with extremely comfortabl 


cloth upholstered seats, 


An alpha in 


the Beta looks mor 


by John Bolster 


than its 1756 ce. 


road holding 


for Lancia’s new Beta 


rear brakes alone is so moch less, and the 

danger of a spin so much greater, that the 

Fetention of front brakes under ail circum: 
ces is highly desirable. 

Mounted just ahead of the driveshafts and 
slightly inclined backwards, the engine s 
axial with the prin 
‘gearbox, elimini 
fox pinions constitute part 
in, with helical spur gears to the 
the final. drive 
is comfortable and gives 
good I location, the steering column 
having an adjustable angle. There is @ very 


The Lai 


ie @ high-class ca 


would expect in theory 


of advan 


good all-round view except that the end of 


the tail cannot be seen when reversing in 
confined spaces. The sturdy gearlever is well 
placed, though some drivers might. prefer It 
to be bent a little closer 


The twin-cam engine has astonishing torque 
and one can even use fifth gear when trick: 
ling through towns, The car is outstandingly 
let when driven lazily in this fashion, but 
the engine also delights in running at its 
maximum permitted speed of 6400 rpm and 
would go very much higher, The silence is 
replaced by the eager sound of a race-bred 
engine having fun, but the power unit never 


ed design which achieves in practice all th 
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Road test 


becomes noisy and the transmission is only 
just audible, 

‘The staging of the five gears is just about 
perfect, which adds greatly to the pleasure 
Of giving the engine its head. The gearchange 


all reach extremely high standards, 1 found it 
advantageous to use the slightly higher tyre 
pressure which is advised for high speeds 
and heavy loads, for this gives lighter and 
more responsive steering ; there are those who 
prefer the standard setting, but the car can 


Is not particularly light in action but it is 
absolutely positive, which is the only way be set up as desired by small changes in in 
to enjoy five-speeds. The gear gate is the  flation. Curiously enough, the steering is con 
how most popular arrangement, with four siderably lighter than that of the Fiat 13% 
Ordinary speeds and fifth forward and out which is a rear-drive car. The ride is firm at 
to the right against a spring. The earlier pat- low. speeds with the higher pressures, but 
tern, with first out to the left and back, is absolute stability and outstanding comfort 
Auisance now that we have so much slow are given at cruising speeds 

traffic that the change to first Is often ‘cornering power is high and there is 
heeded. In England, the Beta could be used as roll, with just a shade of under. 
an ordinary four-speeder, but the torque of ‘during ‘normal driving. The brakes 
the engine encourages the use of fifth for seem to have (oo much servo assistance at 
below the 94mph maximum of fourth gear. first, but they are extremely powerful and 


never show any sign of fading. 


‘The roadholding, handling, a 


1d. suspension 


‘Above, the driver's seat is comfortable and gives good lateral location, the steering column 
having an adjustable angle. Below, the 1756 cc twin cam engine has astonishing torque and 
delights in running at (ts maximum permitted speed of 6,400 rpm. 
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With well-chosen gear ratios and an engine 
with plenty of torque, the Beta feels a lively 
and responsive car, with impressive accelera. 
tion always on tap. I timed it at 108 mph but 
it frequently reached higher speeds under 
slightly favourable conditions. It is, above 
all, an exceptionally comfortable touring car, 
Quiet and very stable at high cruising speeds, 
with a lot of room for the rear passengers 
and a generous lugage boot. With its excep- 
tional refinement, it is surprising that there 
is noticeable wind noise around the windows 
at speeds approaching the maximum, 

The heater operates very quickly from cold 
and there Is efficient and easily controlled 
Ventilation. The headlights are immensely 
powerful but it is the dipped beams which 
Show the greatest advance. The dipped lights 
have a. self-levelling system that keeps the 
Tevel ‘constant. irrespective of suspension 
movements, which Is so important on motor. 
ways where much fast travelling is done on 
dipped beams. 

The Lancia Beta is a high-class car of 
advanced design which achieves in practice 
all the advantages that one would expect in 
theory — and how seldom that happens with 
brand new model. If the price can be held 
down to the present figure, it represents out. 
standing value, while the fuel consumption is 
Strictly moderate for a car of such space and 
luxury 


The more time we spend making the Lancia Beta, 
the more people want it. 


To make a car that has all the desirable qualities of the Lancia Beta takes 
a little longer than usual. So we can’t make as many as we'd like to. 

In fact, out of every 2,000 people who read this advertisement, only one will be 
able to buy a Beta now. 

Basically, it’s a fast, comfortable, exciting, five-seater, four-door saloon with an 
enormous 18 cu. ft. boot. 

The elegant and distinctive design gives a really roomy interior ina very 
compact overall size. 

A specially designed, depolluted twin overhead camshaft engine drives the 
front wheels through a smooth five-speed gearbox on the 1800 ¢.c., 1600 ¢.c., and 
1400 c.c. versions. All three models have a top speed of over 100 m.p.h 

And petrol consumption is comfortingly low. The 1800 c.c. version returns 
296 m.p.g. at a steady motorway speed of 70 m.p.h. (Confirmed Autocar 1.11.73). 

All round independent suspension and front wheel drive combine to give 
exceptional road holding and stability and ensure an extremely safe, comfortable ride. 

The dual circuit, servo-assisted brakes, (discs all round), fitted with a balance 
limiter, bring the car safely and quickly back to a standstill 

We also include a host of safety features which are usually only found in much 
more expensive cars. Like a rigid safety cage, collapsible steering column adjustable 
for height, laminated windscreen, electrically heated rear window and seat belt 
anchorages for all five occupants. 

But the famous Lancia quality doesn’t end there. We give you, as standard, 
fittings which would normally be extra on other car 

All models are equipped with such refinements as fully-reclining seats, 
rich pile carpet, two-speed electric wipers, four iodine halogen headlamps, complete 
rustproofing and underseal, independently adjustable front and rear heating and 
ventilation, cigar lighter and power socket. 

The 1800 c.c. and 1600 c.c. models also have adjustable head restraints, 
intermittent windscreen wiper dwell and self-levelling low beam headlights. 
Even a rechargeable torch. 

Put all this together and you'd expect the Lancia Beta to cost a fortune. 

Surprise, surprise. 

You could own the 1800 c.c. for only £1,988-88, the 1600 c.c. for £1,798-22 or 
the 1400 c.c. for £1,594-45. (All prices including VAT). But there’s just one problem. 

Because we make the Beta to such high standards, we can’t make enough 
to go round. 

So hurry round to your dealer and order yours right away 

If you don’t, someone else probably will 


Lancia (England) Ltd, Ealing Road, Alperton 
‘Middlesex, HAo HE. Tel: 01-958 955, 
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SeetheLanciaBetaat:| J i i 


THE CHEQUERED FLAG 
FOR THE 


SUPERB 


BETA 


AND 


ALL LANCIA MODELS 
SALES & DEMONSTRATIONS 


PLEASE RING 


01-994 7119 


CHISWICK HIGH RD, W4 


WHERE TO SEE 
AND BUY 


THE LANCIA BETA 


LANCIA IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
W.W.B. MOTORS LTD. 


Swindon Road Service Station 
Swindon Road 
Cheltenham 
Tel : 0242 32167 
DEMONSTRATION CARS AVAILABLE 
ce A_FEW OF THE OTHER LANCIA MODELS FOR 


SirieD SECTION. 
ee com HAMPSHIRE 


97 (Dee) 
ign FULVIA 
THEY ALL, ci 

WORLDWIDE GUARANTEE. 


ROLFE’S 


OF ROMSEY 


WINCHESTER HILL 
ROMSEY. Tel: 513185 


LANCIA DEALERS FOR CAMBRIDGE 


B. E. COCKS & CO LTD 
NEWMARKET ROAD 
CAMBRIDGE CBS5 8LH 

TELEPHONE 0223 65111 
AND 


COME AND TEST DRIVE THE LANCIA BETA NOW! 


‘Jan cag FULL RANGE OF OTHER 


LANCIA DEALER FOR ESSEX 
D. SALMON CARS 
(COLCHESTER) LTD. 


GRANVILLE GARAGE 
GOSBECKS ROAD 
DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE ! 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON MOST MODELS 


Telephone 0206 46455 


LANCIA FOR DEVON 
SIDMOUTH MOTOR COMPANY LTD 
WESTERN GARAGE 
STATION ROAD, SIDMOUTH 
Tel: 03955 2577 


Service stations 
CAREY ROAD GARAGE STATION GARAGE 
EXETER CREDITON 

Tol: EXETER 54414 Tel: CREDITON 2515 


LANCIA IN LEEDS 
BARKERS OF WORTLEY LTD. 


263 WHITEHALL ROAD 
LEEDS LS12 6ER 
Tel : 0532 634418/9 


FOR A DEMONSTRATION OF THE BETA 
NOW! 


cm 


OTHER MODELS OF THE 
LANCIA RANGE 
AVAILABLE 


LANCIA FOR SOUTH LONDON 
PETER BREWER LTD. 


A complete range of 
new Lancia models on view 
Demonstrations invited 
51 Horseferry Road 
Westminster 
London SW1 


TELEPHONE: 01-828 7918 
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NORMAND (BROMLEY) LTD. 


FOR LANCIA IN NW KENT 


BETA SALES AND SERVICE 
SECOND TO NONE 
BROMLEY HILL GARAGE 
BROMLEY HILL 


BROMLEY 
Tel: 01-460 1194/5/6 


A MEMBER OF THE 
NORMAND GROUP 


FOR LANCIA IN EDINBURGH 
‘MIDDLETON & TOWNSEND LTD 
55/56 Belford Road 
Edinburgh EH4 3BR 


FOR YOUR DEMONSTRATION 
Tel : 031-225 6633/4 


MOST LANCIA MODELS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


TODAY 


WILL 
SPARROW 


left Studley to open his new company. 


WILL SPARROW LIMITED 
KINWARTON FARM ROAD 
KINWARTON 

ALCESTER 
WARWICKSHIRE B49 6EH 
Tel : ALCESTER 3656 


THIS INCORPORATES EXCELLENT NEW 

FACILITIES AND A SPECIALIST MACHINE 

SHOP TO CATER FOR ALMOST ANYTHING 

MECHANICAL—ESPECIALLY IF IT CON- 

CERNS IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF 
YOUR CAR. 


100% VOLVO 
GORDON RAMSAY 
LIMITED 


COUNTY 7d _TINDALE 
| 

GARAGE (@onve) “Giytop. 

HEXHAM “S77 AUCKLAND 


the VOLVO specialists 


BOLTON & SONS (AUTOS) LTD. 
(CONTINENTAL CARS) 
MAIN LANCIA DEALER FOR LIVERPOOL 


PAGE MOSS LANE 
HUYTON 
LIVERPOOL 14 


Demonstrations a pleasure 
TELEPHONE 051-489 2182 
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Main Volvo dealer for 
Cheshire, Wirral and Merseyside 


FOR EXCELLENT SERVICE 
SALES AND BODY REPAIRS 


NEWGATE MOTOR CO LTD 


6-8 VOLUNTEER STREET, CHESTER 
All models of Volvo for early delivery. 
Telephone : CHESTER 25201 


Three of sports car formula’s main c 
of the Nurburgring 1000 kms, 


SEASONAL SURVEY: GS 


Matra turn the 
tables on Ferrari 


When it seemed that the 3-litre sports car formula was about to die, this 
year’s World Sports Car Championship has seen a strong revival of this 
type of racing which assures its future until the end of 1975 when the new 
silhouette formula becomes the premier non-single-seater class of racing in 
Europe. Next year though is still for 3-litre prototypes and there’s a British 
round scheduled with the revival of the BOAC cum British Airways 1000 kms 
at Brands Hatch on September 28/29. With only this Saturday's non-cham- 
pionship (but well-supported) Kyalami nine-hour race remaining, Jeff Hutchin- 
son reviews what's happened in this year’s championship 


The 1973 GS World Manufacturers’ Champion 
ship races was a season full of surprise, 
excitement, dejection, frustration and hope, 
but never’ boredom. ‘Motor racing rarely is 
boring, although 1972 came close to it when 
Ferrari dominated every race they had 
entered, won the Championship by mid-season 
fand still looked unbeatable by the end of 
the year. While Ferrari were basking in their 
richly deserved success around the world, 
Matra-Simea were quietly working away in 
the suburbs of Paris bullding a machine that 
would bring the spotlight back to France, 
They “tested” the machine at Le Mans i 
1972, won the race, but their method went 
almost unnoticed because Ferrari had chosen 
fo stay out of the Aght 

During the winter months the same Ferrari 
were rebuilt and slightly improved, Ferrari 
confident that they could repeat their 19 
Success and retain their crown: so confident 
that they did not even bother 10 turn up for 
the first race of the year at Daytona in 
February. Six weeks later on thelr home 
ground at Vallelunga, Italy, the Ferrari team 
faces almost matched the colour of their three 
bright red cars when the Matra-Simea team 
moved in and stole Ferrari's show right from 
under their noses. 

‘The dawn broke dramatically over the 
Ferrari camp and they soon saw that their 
car was just not able to match the Matra. 
The writing was on the wall in large French 
letters and from that point on Ferrari should 
have set about building a new chassis if 
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they were going to stand a chance of retain. 
ing their title. Without a new car 
take a lot of juck t 

Ferrari, they chose luck along with modi 
cations to the old cars to see them through, 
but after another eight races and four defeats 
they were no nearer to beating the Matra than 
they were at their Brst conflict in Rome. The 
Italian did manage two victories, but 
hollow ones after the Matras had broken 
and let them ahead. By the end of the season 
Ferrari gave up the fight, and even before 
the 11th and final round of the series at 
Buenos Aires was cancelled, they had decided 
not to go, thus giving Matra the Championship, 
though there was a slim chance of retaining 
heir title if they went 
The slow exchange of telex and telegra 
ssages that told. Matra-Simca of their 
certain World Championship victory after 
Buenos Aires was finally cancelled, was rathe 
an anti-climax. They had nobody but their 
own team-members with which to share the 
champagne, which had been largely earned 
for them by the drives of Henri Pescarol: 
and Gerard Larrousse. They scored all five 
f the team’s outright wins during the yea 
and for this they earned the coveted French 
Legion d'Honneur"—the government's 
hank-you" to the team 

That is the story of how Ferrari lost the 
Championship, while at one stage it even 
looked as though Porsche might take second 
place. Although they were not entering any 
Official factory cars, the German marque stole 


from Ickx's Ferrari and Stommelen’s Alfa Romeo at the start 


a lot of the limelight with thelr litte "GT" 
RSRs that started off the season win: 
pening race. They were moderate 


ning the 
fast and super-reliable and at the infamous 


Targa Florio. they scored another win, A 

‘ore fourth and fifth places at other 

races gave them a comfortable third place 

the final points standings with almost 

double the points of the Gull-Mirage team, 
who took fourth place 

Britain's only real chances rested with the 

Gulf Research Racing Team. High hopes of 

uccess were expected of their Mirage MG 

which made an’ encouraging debut 

season. However, 

despair by the fourth 


mid-way through the 1 
hope almost changed t 
race of the season when a combination of 
bad luck and poor management had seen no 
useful results. But then the team bounced 
back with a fine one-two victory at Spa, 
thelr best showing of the season and a mucl 
needed morale booster, although it was after 
both Ferrari and Matra had problems. Instead 
of gol the Targa Florio and Nurburgring 
1000 kms (at which ironically, they would 
also have done very well) time was spent 


readying the cars for the Le Mans 24 Hour 
race. A plan to run an abortive V12 Weslake 
wered coupe version of the car was dropped 


following. the test-weekend when it did. not 
prove as good ‘usual open cars, This 
ime-wasting project had serious effects on 
the rest of the team's programme. 

Despite all their problems, however, the 
Gulf Mirage: team were always strong’ con. 
fenders for victory, one almost feeling that 
all the team lacked’ was another David Yorke 
to put the cars back in the winner's circle. 
It looked as though Lola might also feature 
his year with the well-turned-out Gitane's- 
backed T282 for Jean Louis Lafosse and 
Reine Wisell to drive, but after many early 
season development problems the car was 
badly damaged before the final race of the 
year at Watkins Glen, and never really made 
ne full competitive appearance. It was a 
similar story for Alfa Romeo, strikes delaying 
the appearance of their long-awaited flat 
I2-powered car which did not. appear until 
Spa. Then accidents and engine problems 
halted the car's progress in all its remaining 
races and it never really showed its true 
potential. At a non-championship race at 
Imola at the end of the year the Alfa had 
a very tough batde with the Gulf Mirages, 
the English car coming out on top by a nose 
whilst Alfa showed up well although it seemed 
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to lack the horsepower of the Cosworth- 
powered car. 


THE TEAMS 


— 
‘One of the most fascinating things about long- 
distance sports car racing is che complicated 
ingredients. that go into the mixture of 
sucess. It is not just a simple case of having 
the best car or the best driver to win races. 
it is the decisions taken from the pits which 
Contribute at least half to winning races — 
When to change tyres, when to refuel, which 
Uriver to use plus a hundred other ‘factors 
and problems that have to be dealt with 
Guring the race itself. With the racing as 
Close as it has been all this year, a wrong 
Choice that may only cost a few seconds extra 
fean easily cost the race. 

Last year, Peter Schetty moulded the 
Ferrari team’ into the unbeatable combination 
it became, This year, Schetty left Ferrari to 
return to his family business and the Ferrari 
management was left in the capable hands of 
Sig Calirl who was faced with the hard task 
of” filling “Schetty’s place. The team ran 
Smoothly, but with just that little extra bril- 
Hance of Schetty the team might have been 
fable to have retained its title, Ferrari cer- 
tainly, were not able to benefit from any 

fakes made by the Matra camp for the 
team was efficiently run by Gerard Decarouge 
who emerged by the end of the season as 
@ second Schetty. 

Although Ferrari announced big. cutbacks 
in thelr racing programme at the beginning 
of the year it was a strong three-car team 
that met the two cars from Matra. Matra’s 
cars were the same as the ones they had run 
fat Le Mans the previous year with the all- 


French team of the late Francois Cevert/Jean 
Pierre Beltolse and Henti Pescarolo/Gerard 
Larrouss ring the cars. Cevert and 


Beltolse were very much the number one pair 
fof the team, but by the end of the year the 
performances of Pescarolo and Larrousse had 
Bvershadowed their team leaders. Perhaps the 
team’s only mistake of the year was to pair 
Cevert and Beltoise together, for with com. 
petition so flerce between the two brothers-in- 
Taw things did not always run smoothly. Bel- 
toise was never as quick as Cevert and It was 
Sometimes felt that things were always set 
Up according to Cevert’s likes. This was not 
$0 surprising however, for he was easily the 
fastest member of the ceam and he put the 
fatra_on pole six times out of the eight 
races he started. "For us he was always the 
drive to go quicker, the target to aim for 
‘said Larrousse. They usually ended up leading 
the race in the early stages, but time after 
time engine trouble or other problems forced 
them to retire of dropped them down in the 
results. They also had the best car in the 
team starting off the year with a lighter version 
of the monocoque construction Matra Simca 
670 that they had used last year. The heavy 
ZF gearbox had been replaced with a lighter 
Hewland box and the longer, heavier nose 
section of 1972 had been changed for a lighter, 
Shorter one. The second car was the standard 
one and was generally thought to be just 
fa little slower which was confirmed by Lar 
Fousse and Pescarolo when they “inherited” 
the other car later on in the season. These 
two cars, alternating with one other spare, 
were used throughout most of the season 
Up to the eighth round at Le Mans, when 
three brand new long-tailed type 6708s were 
Wheeled out plus one of the original 670s. 
This was the only time that Matra ran more 
than two cars, for obvious reasons, and the 
team retained its all-French image by hiring 
Jean Pierre Jabouille, Jean Pierre Jaussaud. 
Patrick Depailler and Bob Wollek to drive 
the extra two cars. 

'At the beginning of the year the team 
made big news of the fact that it was very 
much an all-French effort, but then surprised 
everybody when they sat Graham Hill and 
Chris Amon in the Cevert/Beltoise car at Spa. 
‘The two normal drivers would not race here 
because of the GPDA's feelings about the 
circuit with which they felt bound to agree. 
‘The only other blot on the all-French copy- 
book was when Matra went to Porsche for 
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Arturo Me! 
particularly at the Nurburgring 


‘a gearbox capable of lasting the 24 hours 

Le Mans. ‘The reason was that after the 
face the previous year even the heavier ZF 
boxes were on their last legs at the end and 
this ‘was one race Matra certainly did not 
want to lose 

‘In terms of money which got very tight 
by the end of the year, a goodly percentage 
Of their budget must ‘have been spent on 
the Le Mans. effort although they certainly 
felt it was worth it. This one race nets the 
winners almost as much in publicity as all 
the other races put together and the Cham 
pionship to boot. It must have been a bitter 
Biow to the Matra PR men when for political 


asons there was no live TV coverage of 
the race in France this year 
With Matra themselves ‘ot really expecting 


to win the Championship this year at the 
beginning of the season, the remaining three 


The steady and fa 
won five of the 10 rounds. 


rio — the determined little Itatian — caused quite a sensation in the Ferrari team, 


races after Le Mans were question marked, 
bur with a chance of the title the budget 
had to be stretched to take in these races. 
ra then went on to win Austria and 
‘kins Glen ‘which was enough to put them 
ahead but not assure victory until the final 
Found at Buenos Aires, which they must have 
been very relieved to hear was cancelled. 
‘After Le Mans only one of the new 670Bs 
was raced again by Cevert and Beltose at 
Watkins Glen, their usual 670 going to the 
other pair. The reason behind this was mainly 
a tyre problem. The main difference between 
the 670 and 670B besides the gearbox was a 
lower, more streamlined rear body section 
made’ possible by smaller 13 inch diameter 
wheels. The cars suffered several tyre failures 
Guring the Le Mans race and Jean Pierre B 
toise had a narrow escape when his car flew 
off the road at near on 200 mph, their only 


Matra partnership of Henri Pescarolo (left) and Gerard Larrousse (right) 


alah ssed: nlicnaa wert ir 


~<a 


serious crash of the year. It was decided to 
convert the car back to 15 inch rear wheels 
and so all the resultant suspension and body 
mods were not felt to be worth while for 
both the cars. 

Right from the start, the businesslike 
Matra chassis, which shows all the refine 
ments of its aerospace heritage, proved. to 
be very competitive and very few modifica 
tions were carried out during the year other 
than the 670B project. The durability was 
proved in the fact that it was the same chassis 
4t most of the races while Ferrari were 
alternating their cars on the most part 
Matra’s only real failure was at Monza where 
both cars suffered front hub failures, This 
was Inter traced to the fact that with the 
chassis department having moved to Castellet 
but most of the machining still being done 
in Paris, there was simply not enough time 
to ensure replacement parts were as they 
should be. 

Matra’s engine department remained in 
Paris and it was really the engine side under 
the direction of Georges Martin and Jean 
Francois Robin which did most of the 
developing. As the season progressed the team 
claimed a few extra horsepower which was 
eventually somewhere around 500 bhp at best, 
“We can easily get more” claimed Martin, 
“but we know exactly the limits and life of 
the engine according to how far we push it 
Had it been necessary we would have pro- 
duced more power, but then everything would 
become much more expensive to run.” 

Matra’s biggest problem at the beginning 
of the year was engine reliability. Engines 
were blowing up after just a few minutes 
running while others would last a few hours 


and others 100 hours. When they blew up 
it was usually in a big way with a hole 
Punched in the block from a broken con. 


necting rod. This kind of blow-up managed 
to sever an oil pipe with Pescarolo during 
Practice at Spa and he came to a fiery stop 
with « badly burnt car after all the oil caught 
alight on a hot exhaust. Everyone at Matra 
was just as mystified as the onlookers as 
to why the engines should keep blowing up 
as they did. Eventually it was suggested tha 
it was no more than a simple installation 
problem and that the wait for oil pressure 
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The works Group 2 BMWs appeared at certain world championship rounds, such as Le 


when testing them on the bed was enough 
to do the damage. An auxiliary electric pump 
was used for the initial few seconds and since 
then the blow-up rate dropped significantly 
In fact there was not another failure after 
Le Mans, and even there, where one mot 
seized up it could be traced to @ broken oll 
pump. 

In comparison with Matra the Ferrari eff 
was even greater. They ran three cars f 
most of the races, using the same six drive 
throughout. These were team leaders Brian 
Redman and Jackie Ickx retained from the 
previous year, plus Arturo Merzario who was 
Jolned for the season by Carlos Pace as the 
number two pairing. When the team ran # 
third car it was handled by last year's driver 
Tim Schenken with Carlos Reutemann joining 
the team to share the driving 

After rude awakening at Val 

na year of trial and error 
which ended up more error than anything 


else. They changed body shapes and 
aerodynamic aids regularly, none of which 
seemed to make the sort of improvement 
that was needed to match the Matras, After 
a whole season of development the rate of 
Progression can be judged by the final race 
of ‘the year when team stars Jackie Ickx 
and Brian Redman were slower than their 
two team mates despite the fact that they 
were trying their utmost. It was Merzario 


wo ended up quickest of the Ferrari team 
with his considerably modified 312P. which 
seemed to work better than all the other 
Ideas. The rear suspension pick-up points 
had been lowered and the oil radiators moved 
to the centre of the car at wheel level. This 
also meant that the centre section of the 
rear panel could be stepped to keep more 
air over the tail section and improve stability. 


Mans where they 


won the G2 class 


This was one of the several Mau 
Forghieri designs that were tried throughout 
the season to try to do something about the 
superior handling Matras, Although things 
were slightly improved it was obvious. right 
from the start that a major rethink was 
necessary and that the total time spent trying 
to make last year's cars go quicker wo 

have been better and more economically spent 


building @ new car. After the. Vallelunga 
debacle hurried phone calls were made to 
Switzerland which had Peter Schetty back 
at Dijon in an advisory capacity. He soon 
weighed up the sicuation that the Ferraris 


were just not quick enough, and after telling 
Ferrari of this fact no doubt, he did no 
appear at any more races, 

Caliri ran the team efficiently, but under 
standably the morale was not the same as 


last year, while things were not helped by 
Ickx’s problems with Enzo Ferrari at the 
end of the year. The team discipline was 
not all that it could have been either, for the 
excitable nature of Arturo sometimes. got 
the better of him. This did not work well 


with the serious and more quiet Carlos Pact 
and there was little love lost between these 
two drivers of second car, The team. dif- 
ferences surrounding Merzario came to a head 
at the Nurburgring where both the cars were 
holding a lead of several laps ahead of the 
next cars in the closing stages of the race 
Merzario decided it was he who should win 
the race and not Ickx according to. team 
orders. Suddenly Merzario was driving at full 
speed flashing past Ickx and almost. putting 
him off the road in the process. Naturally 
this was too much for the furious Ickx who set 
off in chase. There they were, a few laps 
from victory and the two Ferraris wearing 
each other into the ground, @ situation that 


in the BP series, in which he only 


turnout of the car on all occasions. 


This week's Avrosront colour centre spread shows Colin Vandervell driving the Team 

Triplex Formula Atlantic March 73B at Brands Hatch setting one of his 10 fastest laps of 

the season. Colin Vandervell won the Yellow Pages Atlantic Championship and came second 
did 11 

The March is powered by an Alan Smith tuned 1600 ce Ford BDA which has 

proved extremely reliable while Mike Greenwood has been responsible for the immaculate 


Single seater sponsorship has been a new 
previously sponsored the Silverstone Special Saloon Car Championship. 


of the 16 rounds due to his Formula Two 


venture for Triplex Safety Glass Ltd, who 
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was only resolved when Merzario was forced 
{o stop for more fuel and he had to be 
rgued out of the car. He had packed up 
‘and left the circuit in a rage even before 
‘Seeing his car taking second place. Despite all 
his faults Merzario certainly added a patch 
of colour to what was very much a dull year 
for the Ferrari team. 

[Beside Ferrari and Matra the only other 
serious contender amongst the 3-litre pro- 
totypes throughout the season was the Gulf. 
Mirage M6, run and built by the recently 
formed Gulf Research racing team under the 
directorship of John Horsman. Horsman, who 
had. previously spent many successful ‘years 
as back-up man to David Yorke when Gulf 
made their sports car name, took over the 
directorship of Gulf Research Racing when 
it was formed after Yorke left at the end of 
1971, The neat Len Bailey designed cars 
first appeared half way through the 72 
season and after a period of development and 
trial throughout '72, high hopes were expected 
of the team during this year. 


Surviving the fragile prototyp 


year's exciting race. 
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It did not turn out as well as it should bave 
done, for although on several occasions the 
cars proved they had what itenteded to be 
tup at the front of the field they rarely stayed 
there for long. The direction of the team was 
its weakest point, a fact which culminated 
with Horsman taking on more than he could 
manage efficiently. To the outsider it appeared 
that he was unable to delegate various respon- 
sibilities amongst the team members and it 
was not uncommon to see him running from 
Stopwatch to. spanner to fuelling rig to pit 
Signaller throughout a race instead of standing 
back out of the way, constantly reviewing the 
situation and directing the various key person- 
nel, At the beginning of the year Horsman 
took an ex-Firestone technician Brian Dunn 
‘as his assistant but by mid-season even the 
even-natured Dunn could not live with the 
Situation and returned to Firestone. One could 
not help feel that the Gulf Mirage situation 
was very similar to that of the days when 
Mauro Forghiert (also an engineer like Hors 
man) was managing the Ferrari team in 1971 


to win at Daytona was the Carrera of Gregg and Haywood. 


Watched by thousands, the Le Mans 24-hour race is still virtually unbeatable for its atmosphere. 


tt will Hot ud Somebody like’ Schetty took 
over the runpifig of the minor day-to-day 
things of a motor facing team that the big 
things like winning races came right 

Certainly the cars proved competitive once 
the drivers had done enough miles to get them 
fully sorted, although, for example, it was not 
until the end of the season that they dis- 
covered that the cars were something like 
200 Ib overweight all season. Almost half thi 
was saved by simply making lighter bodywor 
panels. It was this sort of thing and a lack 
Sf development time that prevented the car's 
full potential ever really being exploited, for 
bad ‘they been right from the start they 
most certainly could have given Matra and 
Ferrari a much stronger challenge than they 
did. Although the team had spare cars which 
could have been prepared while the others 
Were racing, lke Ferrari, there was nobody 
Teft behind at the factory to do this work so 
‘after each race there was a big rush to get 
back and simply get the cars ready for the 
next race without time for the sort of devel 
opment attention that should have been pro- 
gressing throughout the year. At the beginning 
Of the year the Weslake powered Le Mans 
project was a big hindrance to the team’ 
Serious racing effort, gradually the whole ide 
being pushed into a corner after the wasted 
Le ‘Mans test weekend, Derek Bell remained 
with Gulf as principal team member and was 
Joined by ‘re-employed ex-Gulf driver Mike 
Hailwood with the talented John Watson and 
Howden Ganley as number two driver, Hail 
wood and Bell were paired in separate cars 
with Watson and Ganley backing up in that 
order, and one could not help feel that (like 
Matra and Ferrari), it would have been better 
to pair the two number “ones” in the one 
car with the second car backing up. By force 
of circumstance this happened at Spa, where 
the team scored its only Championship victory 
of the year. 

‘The team can also say that it had a genuine 
share of bad luck throughout the year. Wal 
son missing most of the races when he broke 


Here the cars set off on the pace lap of this 


1 


—=Sshellshe 


Haitwo 


bert Muller/Gije van L 


id's miserable y 


ar with Gulf Mirage team \ 


nnep on their way to winning the Targa Fle 


highlighted b 


—oneli— 


@ win at Spa. 


Martini Porsche Carrera 


of Champions driving for Brabham, while 
mughout the year various team members 
-d broken limbs through accidents, 
Watson's place was taken by the very capable 
oung Vern Schuppan who despite the mental 
Pressures of long distance racing for a team 
Vike Gulf, made a very good showing at hi 
first attempt. His career ended with the Gulf 
team on a rather sad note when he cr 
the sole remaining Mirage during the Le 
24 hour race. He was the one that had to 
face the music” of placing the last remain- 
ing Gulf hope upside down ona slow corner 
before the start of the Mulsanne straight 
before half distance, He was naturally deeply 
upset, but on reflection he can hardly be 
blamed for the team's failure. Why was the 
inexperienced Schuppan sent out during the 
hardest time of the race at such a. vital 
moment when there were greatly more ex- 
perienced members who could have taken 
his place? This was a question that was not 
only’ being asked outside the team. 

David Yorke’s influence was still being 
felt in long distance sports car racing this 
year, for he was director of operations for 
the pair of Porsche/Martini run Carrera RSRS 
tun throughout the year. Encouraged by their 
success at the Daytona 24-hour race at the 
beginning of the year Porsche put a lot of 
time and effort into their two Martini backed 


A long tail section was tried on the Martini 


Porsche Carre 


the David Yorke 
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Carreras throughout the year. The first 
Carreras had raced as prototypes after homo- 
Togation mix-ups while they had been in- 
tended to run as G4 throughout the rest of 
the year. Development was fast and when 
engines grew from 2.8 to S-litre capacity. 

ispension modifications improved handling 
and wider wheels vastly improved road hold- 
ing, the cars were good enough and reliable 
‘enough to be well placed in the prototype 
‘overall standings. By the end of the year they 
resembled more a Porsche 917 with a great 
Tong tail section and numerous spoilers and 
had two outright victories to their credit. 
It was a fabulous effort and they took a 
‘well deserved third place overall in the final 
points standings. The leading Martini drivers 
Were George Follmer, Herbert Muller and 
Gijs van Lennep while Martini did not venture 
‘out of Europe and left the two American run 
races in the efficient hands of Roger Penske 

1d Peter Gregg. Penske used Mark Donohue 
id George Follmer in his car while Gregg 
Paired up with Hurley Heywood and formed 
the winning Daytona combination. Porsche's 
Second win was with Muller and Van Lennep 
who outlasted all the more fragile 3-litre pro- 
totype machinery to win the coveted Targa 
Florio race, the last Championship race to be 
held around this historic road course. For 
Porsche, this season was almost as big a 
success as their previous World Championship. 
wins for the little Carreras always created a 
ot of interest and put the Stuttgart firm right 
back at the top of the lucrative GT ladder. 
‘The only serious “sports car” racing for 
Porsche was once again the faithful Porsche 
908/3 of Reinhold Jost, backed by Lufthansa 
Airlines, Jost shared most of the driving with 
Italian Mario Casoni, but it was not such a 
successful year as it had been for the German 
last year. A fifth place at Vallelunga was his 
best placing of the year after a lot of mis- 
fortune, 

‘After a whole n of waiting for the 
new flat 12 Alfa Romeo to appear during 
1972 it finally made its race debut at Spa this 
year, A single car appeared for Rolf Stom- 

‘and Andrea de Adamich, but unfortu- 

the race. However, it 

jot of Interest in practice 
when it set would have been sixth 
fastest time of the grid before a crash put it 
out of the race. A rear tyre threw its tread 
in a particularly nasty spot and de Adamich 
had little control as the car spun around and 
ended its first appearance parked heavily 
against the barrier. The chassis was little 
changed from the original T33/TT used all 
Ja , while the bodywork sloped back 
mm from the top of the rollover bar, a style 
which soon earned the at 
mobile." At the Tari ‘one car was 
written off in practice by Regazzoni while a 
crash with a slower car also put out the 


Much of Gulf-Mirage’s time was spent with this tong-tailed version 


test day 


second car after Stommelen had set the 
fastest lap and led the Ferraris. 

The team reappeared for another concen- 
trated effort at the Nurburgring 1000 kms 
where Rolf Stommelen proved very competi- 
tive In practice with the second best time 
ahead of the Ferraris but in the race Alfa’s 

Jin ran out when Stommelen/de Ada 
ired early on with a broken oll feed 
pipe which runs through the gearbox casing. 
while a similar thing also put out a second 
car being driven by Regazzoni and Carlo 
Facetti, The team's only other appearance 
with the flat 12 was In Austria where they 
lost two engines daring practice for a simil 
reason to the problem of the ‘Rin: 
finally starting the race at the back of the 
grid. It went well for a few laps but then 
fuel vaporisation problems had the car in and 
out of the pits so much that it was too low 
down to be qualified at the end, at least it 
managed to finish the race. The non-cham- 


ip race at the end of the year at 
was in fact its Best public showing 

all year. 
Alfa’s best results came from the semi- 


works backed “private” Alfa T33/TT of Carlo 
Facetti and “Pam.” Painted in blue and white 
of its sponsors Brescia Corse, the car was 
well-placed in several races, its best result 
being a fifth at Monza, although it looked set 
for a very good placing at Le Mans before 
clutch trouble intervened in the closing 
stages, 


THE TYRE WAR 


The tyre war was one being fought on three 
fronts, Firestone for Gulf Mirage and Good- 
year for Ferrari and Matra. By far the hottest 
battle was between the Goodyear runners, for 
at the beginning of the year it looked as 
though their men w 
selves. At the Vall race Ferrari men 
looked very upset as tyres fell apart whil 
the Matras were almost untroubled, while at 
Spa it_was Matra’s turn for the similar situa- 
tion. The same trouble occurred at other races 
throughout the year, and it was not until 
later on in the season that a balance was 
formed and a more suitable tyre produced for 
both the teams that was still able to match 
nly at the beginning of 
though the racing was 
direct 


being spoiled as 
war, for as soon 
ing ‘hard and gaining pl 
all their time having to stop more often for 
worn or overheating tyres to be replaced, 
Certainly racing would have benefited had 
there been some system of tyre control 
amongst all sides (an impossible task) that 
would bring the importance and function of 
tyres into more realistic proportions. The only 
way that could happen would be for all teams 
to run the same tyre which would not be a 
wuitable alternative so it looks as though we 
fare at the mercy of the “rubber” mixers and 
the field engineers. 


Boman Are 
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Outwardly, the Tungston Volvo looks quite 


standard, 


although the grille accommodates extra 


lights and the headlamps have their own wash wipe 


Volvo competition parts 
from Tungston 


Some manufacturers are totally uninterested 
in tuning, others go out of their way to Re 
their bits Into as many garages and agencies 
as they have, For this reason, it is perhaps 
Fefreshing to hear of the range produced by 
Volvo to transform thelr very pleasant, but 
possibly slightly staid B20 140 Series motor 
car into one that Is fast and handles well. The 
man who Is mainly responsible for importing 
these bits and pieces into this country is 
Ralph Steiner, the director of Tungston Auto 
Developments, and the originator of the rolling 
road clinie in Finchley, North London, which 
was described by my predecessor, Tony Town. 

‘One might well ask why it has taken a 
considerable length of time to import. t 
fengine and suspension parts into this country 
for Volvo have been interested in rallying 
Since the fabulous days of Tom Trana In the 
old PV 544. It is mainly to the credit of Mr 
Steiner that these parts have been imported 
at all, because it was he who made the effort 
to go to the rally competitions department of 
Volvo in Sweden, spoke to Gunnar Andersson, 
the former rally driver who heads the depart 
‘ment, and arranged the Import of the various 
parts. To this end, Tungston are now the only 
People in Britain ‘to handle the works Volvo 
Parts, and so it Is Interesting to go’ through 
what is available. 

Partially to simplify his own business, Mr 
Steiner has lumped together the engine parts 
available into what he calls the GT kit, and 
recently allowed me to drive his 144 demon- 
strator. On the engine side, this consisted of 
twin Solex 45 DDH carbs, to replace the 
Single carb, on a new inlet manifold, but this 
‘also means a different kind of air filter, but 
more about that later, and a replacement 
head, really expertly machined, with all the 
right bits polished, and generally an extremely 
g00d looking lump of engine. The tappets are 
further drilled, over and above standard, and 
there’s a hotter camshaft. Whilst pushing more 
petrol in, there's the natural reaction of 
pulling {tout @ bit quicker too, so there's a 


rather more involved exhaust manifold, 
although the actual silencer box remains 
standard. There is a possibility of a lightened 
flywheel, but that makes the car slightly 


badly behaved in traffic, and rather too rorty, 
so unless specifically ordered, it is not incor: 
Porated in the stage 2 conversion. With the 


36 


polished head, the compression ratio is upped 
to 11:1. At 60 mph, this conversion gives 
60 bhp at the rear wheels, rising to 90 bhp 
at 100 mph, all well tested on Mr Steiner's 
rolling road. although the actual bhp of the 


road test car on return was 88, Tungston 
Will only convert manual cars. 
On the suspension side, Me Steiner has 


lumped together three different kits, the most 
mild being the suspension kit which 
includes French de Carbon shockers front and 
rear, Those shockers are naturally included 
in the road rally kit, which is what was fitted 
to the test car. However, there are also 
tougher springs front and rear and a 20 mm 
anti-roll bar, as well as reinforced axle 
rubbers, and there are bolts for the shockers 
too which ail bumps up the price. If you 
really want to put your Volvo to test, then 
don’t do so before fitting Mr Steiner's rally 
competition kit, which includes the road rally 
kit, but with reinforced rear suspension arms, 
front lower A plates and thicker mounting 
bolts 

So that's what Mr Steiner has bolted on 
the guts of the test Volvo. Add to that lamp 


Above, 


and speedo. Below 


the Volvo GT wheel and to its right, the rev cou 
twin Solex carbs and 6 high pressure water bottle inside Tungs 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


wash/wipes for the front headlamps, standard 


in Sweden, but £38.93 in this country 


counter which fits very snugly into the hole 


in the dashboard that seems made for 


very comfortable GT wheel, which makes you 
want to hold it with both hands, and the final 
Item of Mr Steiner's test car is the twin lamp 


grill at £39.95. And that’s how it 


ett 


the 


Rarage for five day's enjoyable motoring. 


Possibly the most enjoyable point 


of the 


car is the mid-range acceleration, but there's 
‘a drawback. The power only reaily comes in 


fon the cam at around 2500 revs, 
you keep the revs well up, 
quite a lag 


‘and unless 
there can be 
which could be’ worrying when 


in single lane traffic and overtaking. However. 


‘once on the open road, all is we 
mph figure is well less than 4 §, 


The 


30.50 


the 30. 


figure being an equally good 7.2 s, both figures 
comparing well to the standard 68 s and over 
15 5 respectively, so the old git! really picks 


up her skirts with this conversion. 


In. top. 


the 30-50 mph is almost halved to around 6 5, 
the 30-70 mph also being halved from standar: 


> about 10's. The 30-100 mph, 

top works out at just under 20's. 
will almost 

quite, 

changing 

mid eight seconds. 


ear, but should end up at abo 


in third, 


Teach 60 in second, but 
so the 0-60 has a bit of a lag due to 


all the way in 
In the gear 


tthe 


‘speeds of 90 mph 


can be reached, although naturally the engine 


is not quiet to the 
and most unfortunate 

As the engine © 

an ominous rattle 
which can be quite alarming, 
thorn, air noise. ‘The noise 
but can be a little alarming, 


Which brings me 


on to the 
from below 


the 


‘inal 


point of the Tungston. 

there's 
bonnet 
but it's that old 
soon disappears, 
‘and that is why 


Mr Steiner insists on prospective purchasers 


riding in the demonstrator so that 


not upset by the first arrival 


they are 
f the rattle. 


The expense of converting « Volvo can also 


r between the temperature 


<ALL 
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Abovs 
include tougher spring: 


the excellent finish on the polished head offered by Volvos. The suspension parts offered 
deCarbon shockers and a stiffer anti-roll bar. 


Increase the cost of running the 
fairly general overall journey, the fi 
worked out at 19, which compare 
reasonably with the 22.5 mpg of the standard 
‘The suspension too benefits tremendously 
from Tungston's tasks. The rather sloppy ride 
of the standard saloon is given a very much 


‘more purpo 
enjoyable with the 

steer, and just the right degree of roll. How 
ever, it does take some getting used to, and 
occasionally one can catch oneself out. On 
the roughest piece of road I know, past 
Billingsgate fish market, the hard springs 
weren't uncomfortable, nor did they bounce 


‘about too much, and when talking about the 
strength of the hard rear springs, one might 
mention that Mr Steiner himself has had the 
car four feet off the ground without undue 
damage. 

The entire conversion Isn't cheap, but then 


nor is a new car. The engine mods come to 
total of £275 exchange, although if the 
parts were bought by anyone else, it would 
total much more, about £123 more in fact. 
The suspension ‘parts aren't cheap either, 
coming to a total of nearly €173, but then 
consider the car you have at the end of it 
all 

Tungston don't limit themselves to the two 
kits, as can well be imagined. For early 1970s 
series cars, there's a very smart instrument 
Panel to replace the standard one, incorpor- 
‘ating rev counter and speedo dials, and fuel 
‘and temperature gauge. However, ‘there are 
other more competition minded parts such as 
body panels in fibreglass, special close ratio 
gears, a different axle and roll cage, but to 
find out more about these, you'll have to 
speak to Mr Steiner yourself as these items 
have to be ordered specially. If you really 
want to look the part, there's the boutique 
range: rally jackets, summer and winter, at 
£8.16 and £22.80 ‘respectively, tee shirts, 
sweaters and kids stuff too. If the kids want 
‘a Volvo too, there's a very tough polythene 
one, about nine inches long, an example of 
which has just started ¢o be road tested by 
my I} year old nephew. 


‘One of the greatest advantages of Tungston 
Volvo conversions is the company itself. They 
do things properly. Cars are well tested on 
the rolling road, and if there's anything new 
from Volvo on the market, they soon find out 


as Mr Steiner pays quite frequent visits to 
Sweden. If you want a brand new car, Tung- 
ston in’ fact have a Volvo agency so they 
can supply the car from new with the conver- 
sion. Tungston have already done a number 
of conversions, so if you're ever overtaken by 
Volvo going indecently fast, it has probably 
been in the hands of Mr Steiner, and you 
might consider getting your own back some 
time. 


Dutton’s Malaga 
powered by 
Ford 3 litre 


One of the very few manufacturers not to 
exhibit at the Motor Show decided that the 
time was right to introduce a new car anyway, 
and Dutton’ Sports Ltd introduced their long 
awaited Ford three-litre powered Malaga. It 
Is similar in concept to the B type, but is 
obviously much more interesting with the 
three litre engine, although a 1600 cross flow 
can be fitted. 

It is Intended that 100 cars will be manu. 
factured in the first 12 months, half of which 
will be for export. It will only be sold in 
ready-to-drive form and will cost only £1,680, 
with the 1600 cc engine costing £1270, The 
construction features a rigid steel frame run. 
fning the full length of the sides of che vehicle, 
anda spare wheel that is stored in front of 
the engine to absorb any major impact 

Dutton have also redesigned parts of the 
B type, to be called the B Plus, although great 
care has been taken to retain the car's 
original character. Improvements include 
raised windscreen height, the abolition of the 
slave extension gearshift, improved road 
holding and upgraded chassis to take the 
Ford V6 and MGB engines, as well as the 
other large range of Ford, BLMC, Triumph, 
and Alfa Romeo engines.’ Seating is more 
comfortable and the weather protection has 
also been improved, 
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Dutton’s new Malaga incorporates a steel frame, fibreglass body and 3 litres of Ford. 


Uren re-offer Ride Rite 


Jeff Uren are pleased to announce that they 
are re-opening thelr Ford suspension centre, 
providing race proved “Ride Rite” suspen- 

Uren will be selling over the counter sus. 
pension kits for the Capri and Cortina based 
On those Stted to the Comanche and Savage. 


Kits for the Granada, the Mark II Cortina and 
the Escort together with a comprehensive 
range of Hi-performance shock absorbers. 

A great part of this business will be the 
overhauling and uprating of the front Mac- 
pherson struts for the complete Ford range 
Where they still apply. 
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Dealer Team Vauxhall 
now in19 places at once! 


I's easier than ever now to get the 
right car and tune it to @ high standard of 
performance. The national network of 
Vauxhall Sport Dealers can supply from 
stock a wide range of famous Bill 
Blydenstein and Chris Coburn DTV 
Sportparts specially developed for road 
‘and full rally and racing use. 

“Motor of 9th December 1972 
described the Blydenstein Firenza Sport SL, 
‘and quoted Bill Blydenstein: “After many 
years of road conversion development 
Thave come to the conclusion that people 
are absolutely mesmerised by maximum 
speed and stonding stort acceleration 

igures 

The logic of B8's tuning philosophy is 
beyond question. “Only a tiny minority of 
jodays motorists require a cuising speed 
in excess of 100mph. Vivid third and top 
geor acceleration is what we really 
need... 

That Blydenstein can achieve these 
results using less fuel, making less noise 
and without the engine revving its head 
off, mokes them all the more impressive. 
This, to our minds, is tuning with a 
purpose” 


These ore the Vouxhall Sport Deolers 
E.J. Boker Motors Limited, 

| Lower Farnham Rood, Aldershot, 
Honts. 0252-2440. 

Bentley Bros. (Sheffield) Lid., 
44 Savile Street, Sheffield S4 7UA 
Yorks. 0742-29281 

Gity Motors (Oxford) Lid., 
Gloucester Sireet, Oxford. 48021. 
Droke & Fletcher Lid., 

‘The Broadway, Maidstone, 

Kent. 0622 55531 

G.N. Croydon Lid. 

380 London Rood, 


Ryland Vehicle Group, 
Rylond Street, Birmingham B16 88T. 
Worwick 021-454 810. 


S.MI. Soles-Service, 
Dunkeld Rood, Perth. 26241 


Shaw & Kilburn Lid., 


Two Waters Rood, Hemel Hempstead, 


Herts. 51212. 
Thompsons of Hull, 

230-236 Anlaby Rood, Hull, E. Yorks. 
0482-2368). 


Wellington Garages (Oldhom) Lid., 


Huddersfield Rood, Oldham, Lancs. 
061-633 1334 


Grose Lid., 
Queens Pork Porade, Kingsthorpe, 
Northompton. 0604-31682. 

4.S. Robson Lid., 

Front Street, Consett. 02072-2957. 


Chester Engineering Co., 
Bedford Works, Boughton, 

Chester, 0244-2460). 

Wallace Arnold Soles-Service Ltd., 
123 Hunslett Rood, Leeds, York. 

0532 39901, 

Neville (E.M.V.) Lid. 
‘Nottingham Rood, 
‘Mansfield, Notts 

ES. Stock Motors Limited, 
‘Main Road, Copdock, 

Ne Ipswich, Sufolk 

Hamilton Motors (London) Lid., 
466-490 Edgware Rood, 

London W2 TEL. 

Dovid Marshall Lid., 

60-70 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Belfast BT7 26S. 32222. 


FORMULKNEE ASSOCIATION 


VOLKSWAGEN /GB/LIMITED SUPPORT SUPER VEE 


Volkswagen (GB) Limited continue their support of the Super Vee Silver Cup Series with 
a calendar of 15 races for 1974. 


7 April 
14 Api 

15 April 
28 April 
27 May 
16 June 
23 June 


Cadwell Park 
Snetterton 
Silverstone 
Croft 1 
Snetterton 
Brands Hatch 
Cadwell Park 


7 July 
28 July 
17 August 
26 August 


8 September 
6 October 
13 October 


September 


Mallory Park 
Cadwell Park 
Castle Combe 
Snetterton 
Lydden 
Mallory Park 
Snetterton 
Brands Hatch 


Further information available from the Formula Vee Association, Volkswagen House, Brigh- 
ton Road, Purley, Surrey CR2 2UQ. Tel: 01-668 4100. 
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Purely personal 


“Don't be 
surprised next 
year to find that 
Roger Clark might 
Still be dominating 
the forest 
nationals with 
that car. It would 
‘appear to me to 
be potentially the 
best car yet for 
British Escort 
campaigners.” 


By IAN SADLER 


Ki is often said that things happen in threes. 
For me, I believe it, It began a week 
Tuesday when Jeremy Walton of 
Advanced Vehicle Operations extended an 
invitation to turn up at Bagshot the follow 
Ing day where I could watch a rally car test: 


ing session. As an added inducement Jeremy 
added that if the testing was going well 1 
might ike to sit in the left hand seat to 


Roger Clark for a lap of the test course. Need- 
Jess to say I heard the alarm bell loud and 
clear on Wednesday morning and was on my 
way south only a mere 30 minutes behind 
schedule. 

Tt was just a little after 11 o'clock that 
bright and fresh morning when it happened. 
Sitting in the Escort, tightly strapped in, as 
Mr Clark drove slowly ‘away from the con. 
crete pad towards the start of the test course 
cruising around for a couple of minutes to 
warm it up and have the engine respond 
cleanly on four cylinders. Rather than des. 
eribe the trip down to every detail I would 
prefer just to say that when he did suddenly 
Accelerate down the track in earnest I was 
completely spell-bound for the following few 

Simila 


happening number two occurred dur 
ing the afternoon. Hannu Mikkola was also 
attending at Bagshot, and would 1 like to 
0 round the course with Hannu ? Two more 
Spell-casting laps followed, but the most inter 
esting aspect of this trip was the car used. 
My drive with Roger Clark in the morning had 


been in a BDA car, whereas the afternoon 
treat with Hannu Mikkola was with the 
recently announced Escort RS2000. Giving 


160 bhp with 40 Webers and lumpier camshaft, 
etc, the RS2000 was a remarkably quick 
and impressive car. Don't be surprised next 
Year to find that Roger Clark might still be 
dominating the forest nationals with that 
car. It would appear to me to be potentially 
the best car yet for British Escort campaigners. 
Once final details are sorted out it could well 
be likely that the RS2000, identical to the 
works car specification, could be purchased 
complete for around £2,500, It looks like a 
four-speed box will manage the power (and 
with the response and torque of that engine 
over a wide rev-band, a five-speed is quite 
Unnecessary) so there is an immediate initial 
and replacement cost saving. The modified 
2ilitre Pinto/Cortina engine is also a whole 
Jot cheaper of course than the 16 valve 
aluminium engine. One way or another it 
should prove very interesting to keep your 
eyes on that car's progress next year. 

Thad to wait for 84 hours to pass by be: 
fore similar happening number three. This 
Hime the location was one of the Boyd 
family’s quarries across the Irish Sea. The 
car was the R. E. Hamilton Lombard and 
Ulster Escort REV 120 K; the driver Adrian 
Boyd. Again an electrifying experience — per- 
haps even more so than the Bagshot episodes, 
for my round the quarry chauffeur drive with 
‘Adrian was one of the final experiences of a 
most thoroughly entertaining, enlightening and 
enjoyable three hectic and’ memorable days 
over there. 

‘The car and its driver were basically there 
that Sunday morning to give some Ulster 
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Adrian Boyd flings the Lombard and Ulster Escort through the quarry stage. 


| winners a run in the car. The 
was using that day would have 
been superb for testing purposes. Ford per. 


sonnel had been grumbling about the track at 
Bagshot earlier in the week which was just 
too rough and loose on top for any. really 
representative high speeds to be attainab! 


Me Boyd's track had everything from grippy 
stuff with yumps to a muddy water-splash 

I enjoyed that hurtle over the loose best 
because by the end of my third day over ther 
Iwas completely enamoured with the country 
and its so-enthusiastic motor sport exponents 
‘A. rallyeross 1 watched on ‘Saturday after 
oon served to alter my views on any motor 
sport activity that takes place at one location 
ie. anything other than rallying. ‘The event 
was held at Kirkistown racing circuit which is 
an exLiberator field and it reminded me 
strongly of my defunct home circuit of 
Charterhall, After a rather haphazard prac 
tice and. scrutineering/Iunch session the 40 
or so competing cars lined up four at a 
time for thelr heats during the afternoon to 
Provide a superb few hours entertainment 
Enjoyed by a large and extremely enthusiastic 


crowd, Although the driving was 
if sometimes very hairy. order it was the 
crowd that made the day for me, Nothing 
can brighten a race meeting if the crowd is 
not aware of all that Is happening or is not 
particularly Interested. Here, the spectators 
were kept informed by an amusing commen: 


of a high 


tary though it seemed rather unnecessary for 
shouts and cheers were heard every heat. If 
it wasn't one of the closest heats then a 


clobber the 
on cue to 


car would. either 
tyre piles at the chicane’ right 
keep the excitement topped-up. 

Highlight of the weekend though was un: 
doubtedly the vast and thoroughly entertain- 
ing party given by the hosts for my stay, 
According to one guest, who spent some of 
the evening at the top of a tree (celebrating 
the extra hour the clock was providing that 
hight?) an exotic collection of cars” were 
parked as far as the eye could see which was 
Sn accurate indicator of the high proportion of 
rallying orientated guests. The result of being 
lucky enough to attend their" do” is also why 
this column is slightly shorter than its 
standard length. 


blow-up or 


tried at Bagshot — 175 x 14 on front and 185 x 15 at the back. 


Th EA 
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Colin Vandervell takes a good lead from Jim Crawford, John Nicholson and David Purley at the start of the BP Formula Atlantic final round. 


SNETTERTON 


Nicholson’s BP Championship 


Despite all the permutations of who could win the BP Formula Atlantic championship (if X 
wins, and Y comes third, then Z could win the championship), it was much simpler than that. 


First Colin Vandervell led the raci 


yen pushed down to second for a couple of laps by David 


Purley, until the drive belt came Off the latter's Lee engine, so John Nicholson took over to 


lead to the end, and clinch the championshis 


‘Vandervell finished second in the race 


‘The meeting was run well within time by TEAC, although the start was delayed by lack of 


a doctor and practice shortened di 
although the fog returned towards the end. 


With Joba Nicholson, Colin Vandervell and 
David Purley all being in the hunt for the BP 
championship title, practice, preparation and 
tweaks could well’ be expected. On pole was 
David Purley in the Lec March with a 1 m 
242 5, both the Bognor Regis driver and 
Nicholson having tested midweek. Purely was 
‘generally happy with his engine, but his extra 
tweak was to take the rev limiter off, giving 
him a possible extra 600 revs in case he 
should need them, 0.2 5 slower was Joha 
Nicholson in his self-built car with his own 
engine as well. He had built another engine 
for the final round, but as it was slower, so 
he used @ proven engine. To psyche out the 
opposition, he had brought along an Espada 
Inden with champagne to celebrate his forth- 
coming win! Thus, Colin Vandervell on 1 m 
24.6 s really had the greatest innovation, Alan 
‘Smith's next year’s Atlantic engine, although 
Vandervell had not been told what was inside 
che mill to make it that much different nor 
had he managed any midweek testing. How- 


championship contenders sat 
Geoff Friswell on 1 m 25.2 s in his March, and 
Jim Crawford, making his debut 
in Formula Atlantic, on 1 m 25.6 5. Hiroshi 
Kazato, scotching ali FI rumours, took a step 
down from F2 to race a new lightweight 
GRD, starting from row 3, alongside the 
Chequered Flag March of Ray Mallock, who 
‘was finding the car as good as ever, but upset 
at the shortened practice like many others. 
At the flag drop, it was Vandervell who 
took the Triplex March straight into a good 
lead, from Jim Crawford, John Nicholson, 
and’ David Purley. Nicholson was up into 


40 


to fog, which cleared to reveal a hazy sunny day, 


second by the Hairpin, while both Purley and 
Ray Mallock had demoted the Chevron driver 
bby the end of the lap, although already Vander- 
vell had a good 1.5 s lead over second man 
Nicholson. However, Purley was obviously 
not happy with the situation, and on lap 2 
took the Lyncar at the chicane to begin his 
pursuit of Vandervell. Mallock was in a con. 
sistent fourth, followed at a distance by Craw- 
ford, Kazato, Jas Patterson's March, while 
Friswell had had a frightening accident early 
on at the Esses when the March ‘went straight 
into, and then over the bank, considerably 
shaking the driver and damaging the front 
corners of the March. Crawford was in 
trouble with his gears, and slowly slipped 
back to Kazato, Patterson and Peter Wardle, 
all dicing for ‘Sfth. Lap five saw the lead 
change at the hairpin with Purley outbraking 
Vandervell at the Hairpin and begin to draw 
away. 

‘The next lap saw the demise of Crawford 
with mo fifth gear, Kazato moving up to fifth 
from a dicing Wardle and Patterson, the Sur- 
tees driver recovering from a bad grid placing 
after little testing with the Lievesley engine. 
Lap eight and it was all to happen, for 
Nicholson got by Vandervell at Sear after an 
unsuccessful effort at Riches, only to lead 
when Purley pulled off with the drive belt 
off. From very early on, however, Vandervell’s 
gearbax and inboard ‘rear discs had been 
covered with oil from a possibly broken seal, 
‘and consequently Nicholson began to pull 
fractionally away. Mallock, in third now, was 
slowly being hauled in by Kazato, but that 
wasn't surprising either as Ray had a broken 
upright, and no third gear. With Kazato just 
over 2's away Mallock blew a hole in the 
side of the engine on lap 13, while Patterson 


had retired with no clutch a lap or two earlier. 
Vandervell made superb efforts to keep in 
touch, having to brake earlier than Nicholson, 
so it was most creditable for him to finish only 
0.4 s away in what is reputed to be his last 
single seater drive, Wardle finally pipped 
Kazato for third by 0.2 8 after a good drive, 
while Choularton” was the only” unlapped 
runner remaining. 

Opening proceedings were eight taps of 
Mini Sevens with Geoff Gilkes, Danny Crosbie, 
Mick Collard and Dave Sambell all conte: 
ing the issue. Gilkes and Crosbie each led a 
lap, before Crosbie had a split pin come out 
of the rocker shaft to retire, leaving Gilkes a 
fairly comfortable lead, Sambell and Collacd 
had a good squabble about second place, the 
former finally taking the place, while ancther 
good dice was fifth between David Evans and 
Martin Blunt, the cars finishing in that ordé 

A mixed grid of Clubmans and modsports 
came next, the Clubmans cars of Robert Glass, 
(Mallock U2-Holbay Mk 11B), a returned Noel 
Stanbury (Gryphon-Holbay C73) and Ian 
Bracey (Ibec-Nicholson) filling the front row. 
Bracey, however, was pushed off, the com- 
bined efforts of Huron (car preparation), Guy 
Edwards’ Lola effort (car transportation and 
pit’ help) and Nicholson engines (engine 
builders) not being enough to save the head 
gasket. Robert Glass and Noel Stanbury 
Were tied together with the proverbial string 

r almost the entire race; that is until 
Father” Noel took the lead on Norwich 
Straight after considerable argument on lap 
six, only to spin out of the place on the last 
Jap at the Hairpin and hand the race to Glass. 
Noel recovered for second with Herb Moger's 
similar Gryphon, consistently in third, David 
Orbell having dropped his U2 out of fourth 
with oil all over car and driver from an un- 
disclosed source. One lap down and first 
modsports car home was David Hipperson’s 
‘well prepared 1.3 Midget, now rebuilt after 
its recent Brands shunt, establishing the up 
to 1300 ce lap record. 

‘The Formula Ford race nearly lost ninety 
per cent of 


nearly everyone. Fibreglass, 
erupted from the mélée and although there 
was a good layer of fibreglass on the track, 
not one car was abandoned, cnly Matthew 
‘Argenti retiring at the end Of the first lap. 
Meanwhile, Richard Sterne (Dulon MP15) was 
leading the field, but as is his wont, he spun 
ic at the Hairpin so Fox and Patrick Neve 
found themselves contesting first place. Fox 
led for five laps, and Neve the other three, 
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David Hipperson leads the modsports dice from eventual retirement, Tony Dunderdale, who 


the two finally being split by a backmarker 
alled Richard Sterne, there still only being 
0.8 s in it at the end, David McCallum (Van 
Diemen), Mike Blanchet (Lotus 61M), and 
David Allen (Merlyn Mk 17) all battled out 
third, finally being joined by Bob Arnott, who 
had done well to drive from eleventh after the 
first Jap mélée with a leaking radiator and @ 
bent lower radius arm, McCallum finally took 
third from “Blanchet, Arnott and Allen with 
Mike King’s Lola next. up. 

‘A very full grid of special saloons were 
ably shown the way round Snetterton by 
Tony Strawson's Boss Capri, Strawsca never 
being headed. He rapidly dropped second man 
Peter Kitchen in a 16 valve Mini who was 
second throughout while third was a battle 
between Jeff Mann's 1.7 Anglia, Andrew 
Wheldon’s 1.3 Mini and Eric Cook's similar 
car, However, Wheldon went on to three after 
four laps and called it a day, and just as 
Mann was overtaken by Tony Rosen's 7.0 


MALLORY PARK 


doesn’t have a passenger but a bootful of Clubman's car. 


Mustang, Cook had a puncture and a mild 
shunt at the Esses, Mann's third place wasn't 
in too much trouble though, for Rosen was 
motoring faster than ever before, and when 
he lost it at Riches, he left it so far out in 
the country that he couldn't restart. However, 
during bis meteoric climb from 15th after 
a first lap spin, he took off the 850 Mini of 
David Minter who was sufficiently incensed 
after being rolled into a written off heap to 
protest Rosen's driving. John Homewood 
brought the Kent Messenger imp into an excel- 
lent fourth, 

‘The Formule Libre finale was a bit of an 
for ‘once Jim Crawford had taken 
in’s Martin for the lead, there was 
virtually no place changing. Andrew Barton 
had an excellent single seater debut in his 
latest acquisition, the Johnny Blades Lotus 
89, quite a difference from his normal 1.0 
Mini, to finish third from John Hardesty’s 
Brabham BT 30. 


Geot Gilkes (Lawrence Min!), 
5 Stee, samo 


Yuroum Rarate (SKB Swindon Kye a 


5, diem cheslaren {March RES 238), 32m Sota 


ing Nicholnans i'm’ 23.8%, Sibcal mph (record). 
eeseria, Rog tS faa) 1 yo Fon Tia 


"waatint ap Warttan "8m 382% 


% Bieber, 


Fastaat Sap {*emewaed, "Tm '46-8"s, AE38" mph gual 


Ge te $30 ce clams 1. Ong Enderby, (Min!) 1.20 
Neer, Gums ig w\teon tadtnid 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Dick Mallock the master 


‘The last Mallory Park meeting of the year 
on Sunday featured the final round of the 
ShollSport Clubmen's championship and once 
again ‘this class of racing, to be renamed 
Super Sports for 1974, provided some excel- 
Tent racing. Dick Mallock, already assured of 
the championship some weeks ago, and with 
his car up for sale, still outclassed the 
Opposition but both Frank Sytner and Barry 

Martin White made 


won yet another Mini-Se7en Formula event, 
thereby clinching the Bob Fox award for the 
year with three rounds still to be run. Organi- 

tion was In the hands of the London CC 
who seemed to find lining cars up on the 
grid (00 much for them. 

‘Ten minutes late, the 750s had been assem- 
bled into some sort of order and they dashed 
off towards Gerards to begin a really exciting 
scrap. John Bryning took an early lead in his 
Viking LDI7 but Mike Street went by in the 
DC Plus at the hairpin, with Bob Simpson's 
Reliant Special in hot pursuit. Again Bryning 
took the lead at Gerards only to be repassed 
by Street on Stebbe but the next time round 
the Viking stopped altogether when a low- 
tension lead came loose. At the same time 
Simpson had passed Street, as had Mike 
Whatley's Marlin, and this ‘pair arrived at 
the hairpin together, where Simpson spun. 
Street clipped the front of Simpson's car 
5 he squeezed past and the latter retired, 
while Whatley opened up quite a gap in the 
confusion. Indeed it looked to be the Martin's 
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race but Street recovered well and took the 
Tead again at the hairpin on the penultimate 
lap. Whatley came back, however, went round 
the DC Pius at Gerards and just held on to 
win by 04 s. In the excitement Jain Millar's 
DNC Mk Ill tad crept up on the leaders, 
having dealt with Tim Green's Time, and 
finished third only 04 5 adrift of Street. All 
three claimed a new class record in a splendid 

‘The Miglia Minis were less than thrilling 
‘Championship leader Phil Spurling made 
slow start from pole position but took over the 
lead on lap 2, setting fastest lap of the race 
in the process. On Stebbe Straight for the 
third time a pushrod jammed, ending Spur- 
ling’s race and handing the lead back to its 
former occupant, Dudley Fisher. The latter, 
who enjoys sponsorship from the Status Quo 
pop group carried on to win comfortably from 
Spurling’s former mechanic Phil Johnstone, 
and Martin Ennis, 

Despite a championship race at Thruxton, 
there was a healthy modsports entry amy 
fied by a good collection of T-type M 
having a round of thelr championship. Bryan 
Litherland was having his first race in the ex- 
Brian Murphy E-type which has replaced his 
Elan, and put the yellow car to good use by 
taking pole position. However, it was Jim 
Adamson in the Steve Leech Plant Hire Ginetta 
G4, the smallest car in the race, which took 
the lead and held off the Jaguar for four laps 
before power told. Behind these two just about 
every other car was involved in one huge battle 
from which Richard Gamble's smart rebuilt 
ex-Roger Enever 1.3 Midget emerged to catch 


‘and pass Adamson with one Tap co €0. Gamble 
‘was ‘really ‘motoring his car and closed right 
Up with Litherland on the last lap “to 
Bnish’ behind, with Adamson 14s. later. 
Peter May” played’ a bad. stroke “at. the 
hairpin onthe. second iap ‘and fell. from 
third "to seventh in. the Arkley. SS. Some 
press-on driving brought tim back to fourth 
By the end after Bike Wellhausen's E-type had 
retired ‘with a. puncture. The three MO. TCs 
Of Dave Clewley, Pete Creswell and Geery 
Brown carried on a merry tussle at the head 
of their class with Creswell gaining the upper 
hand at ‘the very last-moment from Clewiey 
Brown: 

Hugo Hoyle ted one lap of the Mini-Se7en 
race Dut his glory was shorclived for Mick 
‘Moss was’ in ehamplonship-winning form and 
soon pulled past to win by a comfortable 3.6 8. 
Hoyle was in danger of being caught by Te 
Westhrook's Mini but that stopped with clutch 
fallure and it was. Dave Parry and Chris Tyr 
rell who took up the challenge. Parry, equal- 
ling the class record, dealt with Hoyle at half- 
distance and closed & litde on Moss but at the 
finish he was still only marginally ahead of 
Hoyle ‘and Tyrrell, Graham ‘Woskett resired 
from ‘lth on the iast lap when a plug blow 
apart 

Stare Baird took his Merlyn Mk 24 home 
after securing pale position for the Formuta 
Ford race and’ it’ was John Murphy's new 
Hawke Lil, from the outside of the front 
row, which took the lead from middle ‘man 
Steve ‘Jefferies (Merlyn MK 20). "These two 
Utterly dominated the. race, with Jefferies, 

joing, better than ever, shadowing the fast 
Irishman closely until the last lap when a 
back marker caused an alarming moment_at 
Gerards and he eased off a Hetle. John Bright's 
Scalextcie-sponsored BPG RAS was always 
third but at the end Richard Willerton'e 
Phoente and John “Stevens in the works 
Jamun TS were breathing down his tailpipe. 


a 


WILLMENT 


For all the Faster Fords 


and everything Rallye Sport 


Full race and rally preparation undertaken 
Outstanding competition parts service 


Ring Ray Tunney 


NEW MEXICOS AND 


RS1600s 
RING MARTIN BARON OR PETER WATSON 


1800 BDA ENGINE | 197 mos ar, overdrive, Rosiyies 


Bee ee Yellow. Exceptional £1175 
247 BHP. UNUSED SINCE To our foreign readers French, Spanish and 
COMPLETE OVERHAUL. : 

some English spoken. 
£1495 ono. 


JOHN WILLMENT 
(MITCHAM) LTD. 


181-189 STREATHAM ROAD i = 
MITCHAM, SURREY ee Eu 


Tel: 01-648 0071 Export and Forces Enquiries Welcome 
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Doug Bassett concluded a very disappointing 
season by retiring his Alexis Mk 23B from 
fifth place after clipping a kerb and damaging 
the steering at the Esses, just as he seemed 
to be finding some of his 1972 form 


Some all-night work by Chris Meek's 


mechanics enabled the Princess Ita Escort BDG 
to start the Special Saloon event with a new 


Barry Foley's St Bruno t 


Clubman's race. Below, Chris Meek leads John Calvert's similar Escort and Jeff Allam’s Viva. 
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diff and, to no one's amazement, the Leeds 
property’ developer won daspite being without 
top’ gear after slicing past John Calvert's 
Escort BDA at the Esses on the first tap. 
Calvert had his work cut out holding off 
Jef Allam'’s Viva GT and Paul Taft's 1.3 
Cooper S, young Allam driving the Vauxhall 
very capably to draw alongside Calvert as 


in the final ShellSport 


they took the flag. Taft was just behind, a 
Secure class winner, while George Hard's 
Cooper S earned its ‘second 1-litre class win 
of the weekend 

‘There was a capacity grid for the Clubman's 
finale with Dick Mallock easily fastest in 
practice in the ™ works " U2 Mk 12. However, 
his start was a little too casual and allowed 
Frank Sytner to take the lead in his Marun 
Hall Steel Tubes Mk 11B from Pete Cook, 
whose U2 was going well when the flag was 
still on its way up! Barry Foley's patron 
Saint Bruno was well stoked-up in third and 
‘moved past Cook and Sytner to take the lead 
on lap three. Matlock meanwhile was closing 
on the leaders, passing Sytner a lap after 
Foley had, and then taking over the lead when 
St Bruno’s diff cut up rough at half-distanc 
After that Mallock kept Sytner just where he 
wanted him without risking his machine, Cook 
fell back to spend the race dicing with Mal- 
colm Jackson's BGL Mk 1, took third on the 
road ‘and somehow kept’ it in the results 
presumably because the Judges had gone 
home/to sleep. Another close struggle for 
fifth just went to Ruarl Gillies (Gryphon C73) 
from Rob Cochran's Bladon BRLS. Vernon 
Davies. recovering from his Silverstone 
shunt, had a go in Steve Russell's U2 Mk 
12 but retired from a gentle seventh when 
his visor became covered in oll, 

In the I-titre category Peter Cooke at last 
had the David Childs Centaur sorted to his 
Uking but too late to retrieve the Gregor 
Grant award from Martin White despite win- 
ing the class and equalling Noel Stanbury's 
1971 record. Creighton Brown's U2 was never 
far behind ‘Cooke without ever really chal- 
lenging him while White clinched the prize 
with third place. Martin Young was not 
allowed to start his U2 as fifth reserve while 
Derek Walker's Ladybird never arrived 
class. position 
double points 


1AN TITCHMARSH 


Last fling on the rou 


for Adrian Boyd's REV 12 


LVX 942J for Adrian Boyd 


E Hamilton Ltd, the Belfast 
Ford dealers under ‘the direction 
fof team manager Robert Taylor, 
have just acquired a new car 
for the Lombard and Ulster Rally 
Team. It is the ex-Roger Clark 
Escort RS1600, LVX 942J, which 
will Rest be driven with Lombard 
and Ulster colours by Adrian 


Boyd on the RAC Rally. For the 
RAC the car will be fitted with 
the 1800 ce BDA engine from the 
current Adrian Boyd car with 
which he won the Manx partnered 
by John Davenport. LVX will be 
kept exclusively for forest stage 
rallies while REV 120K will be 
Feprepared for all tarmac rallies. 


Liquidated Clan 
are now fined 


The Clan Motor 
Washington, Co. Durham, were 
fined £200 last’ week with £50 
costs in connection with their 
application for — homologation 
earlier this year. The applica. 
tion was originally submitted 
when Woolworths had hoped that 


Company of 


Andy Dawson could tackle a 
season of international events in 
the car 


© The Ulster Automobile Club's 
final evening of their successful 
1973 Rally School took place 
yesterday evening at the Park 
Avenue Hotel, Belfast. The Ulster 
AC. with assistance from RK. E 
Hamilton Ltd and Lombard and 
Ulster, assembled for the forum 
a distinguished panel consisting 
of ‘Adrian Boyd and arch rival 
Cabal Curley; Malcolm Neill, clerk 
of the course for the Circult of 
Ireland; John Davenport and Tony 
Mason. The panel was chaired by 
the Rally School " Headmaster,” 
Alan Tyndall 


edited by lan Sadler 


GP star to 
attend Cork 
20 Rally 


Ronnie Peterson will be in 
Ireland next. month to present 
the prizes at the Fit Cork 20 
Rally. The two-day event will 
be held over the weekend of 
November 3/4 and counts for the 
National Rally Championship. 
Seventy entries have been. re 
ceived by the Munster Car Club, 
For the sixth year running the 
rally will be. sponsored by the 
Kilkenny-based Fit Tyre Services 
Organisation and there will be 
over £1,000 worth of prizes to 
be won in the various class and 
special awards sections, The 
Cork 20 will start on the after 
noon of Saturday, November 3, 
for a route incorporating 12 
forest special stages. On Sunday 
the crews will tackie a 120-mile 
circuit of closed public roads. 


Steinmetz G2 Opel for Wilson 


Scottish driver Ian Wilson, third 
overall on this year's Shell 
Scotsman Rally Championship, 


has now taken delivery of a new 
left-hand drive Opel Ascona 1900, 
On the first outing with the car 
the Scottish Opel Rally Team 
crew of Ian Wilson with navi 
Rator Peter Anderson were fourth 
Overall of the Border Rally. The 
ear was run with a 1600 cc Group 
one engine as a shake-down for 


the car's next appearance on the 
RAC Rally when the car will be 
entered in this category. During 

full-house Group 


the winter a 
Two Steinmetz engine will be 
Atted for tackling the '74 Scottish 
Championship series and RAC 
Championship rounds. SMT, the 
Glasgow Opel 

again 

1974 


Distributors are 
sponsoring the team for 


© The RAC published last week 
the names of entrants whose 
applications to compete in the 
International RAC Rally had been 
accepted, together with another 
list of who have definite entries 
in the Clubmans Trophy, Every 
one who entered and who offered 
to compete only on the Clubmans 
Trophy (the One-day tour of York- 
shire forests on Wednesday) was 
‘Accepted. The names of 100 or so 
Teading competitors were chosen 
fas assured entries and the others 
Were taken on a ballot system. 
There will be 80 stages in all, 
68 forests, nine either concrete of 
tarmac and three of mixed sur- 
faces. On the “Welsh” loop 
there are 37, on the “ Scottish ” 
loop 35 and the Yorkshire run 
provides the other eight. Total 
miles are 2,244 


@ Provisional results to Septem. 
ber 30 have now been released 
for the Egg Rally Award Series. 
Entries for the series are still 
arriving and the total may pos- 
sibly reach 500 with the present 
total of those registered standing 
fat 460 competitors. Results will 
be published each month termi- 
nating In the prize presentation 
in mid-February. Provisional 
placings at September 30 showed 
Chris Beddow to be leading with 
302 points amassed from R. 
Platts. at 284 and R. Gramson 
third with @ total of 277 points. 


44 


lliffe wins 
Gold Star 


Final positions in the BTRDA 
Gold Star Rally Championship 
after the Hercock Simpson Rally 
last weekend are now provision. 
ally "announced as — follows 
Drivers 1, Richard Miffe 98 points 
from (8) events ; 2, Paul Appleby 
91 @); 3, Tony Drummond 83 
(6); 4, Malcolm Wise 70 (8); 5, 
Bob Chapman 68 (7); 6, Graham 
Lepley 64 (6); 7, Paul Gilligan 


59 (8); 8, Reg Mullenger 57 (4) 
9, Ian Harwood 52 (5); 10, Vin 
Huxley 48 (7). Co-drivers: 1, 
Stuart Miffe 105 (8): 2, Keith 


O'Dell 95 (7); 3, Simon Brether- 
ton 91 (8); 4, Chris Gray 86 (6): 
5, Peter Oddie 78 (6); 6, Mal 
colm Harvey 71 (6); 7, Richard 
Morris 44 (5); 7, Peter Anderson 
41 (4); 8, George Handley 38 (4); 
9, Neil Carter and Colin Francis 
a4 @). 


© Chris Sclater now has no rally 
car. He has just sold his Kleber 
Wheelbase Escort RS1600 to Irish 
driver Billy Coleman who col- 
lected the car last Saturday with 
2 view of entering the Cork 20 
rally and then the RAC. 


Statement from Andrew Dawson 


A. statement was recently issued 
by John Willment (Mitcham) Ltd 
and Andy Dawson concerning the 
illegal engine of their Group One 
Escort Mexico. The engine was 
found to have polished and repro: 
filed ports, valve stems and a 
slightly higher compression ratio 
‘Andy Dawson wishes to make it 
known that he was assured by 
Vegantune, the suppliers, that 


the 
dance 


ngine was totally in accor- 
With the regulations 


Although Dawson could have 
been excluded from the cham: 
pionship for the year only hi 
points were scrubbed and the 
Willment/Thor car was out again 
on the Border Rally last week 
end finishing in tenth place using 
@ home-built engine. 


Tapanese Datsun mechanic 
the 2402 (s. The shie 


Tow Tight 
dis made of glass fibre for the RAC Rally cars. 


Thows, 


Thid-plate fitted to 
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HERCOCK SIMPSON RALLY 


Drummond wins final BTRDA round 


Tony Dr 


The Soar Valley Motor Club of Leicestershire 
presented thelr second annual Hercock Simp. 
Son Trophy special stage rally on Saturday 


October 1973, Tony | Drummond/Chris 
Gray emerged Victors beating last year's 
Winners, brothers Richard and Stuart Iliffe 


by 59's with the West Country pair Bob 


Chapman/Simon Bretherton a further 31s in 
arrears after 14 stages. This was the final 
lifying round of the Esso Uniflo BTRDA 


hampionship and Cars and 
nversions Clubmans Rally Champion. 


ship, due to cancellation of the last two quali: 
fying events. Richard Miffe had already made 
sure of the latter championship but had to 
finish this event in a reasonably high posi 
tion to also win the BTRDA. championship. 
This he did In a most convincing way and 
brother Stuart won the co-drivers’ section 

The rally started at noon from sponsors 


ick-Simpson Ltd's, Leicester garage with 


Ford Escorts completely dominating the 
scene. The first non Escort started at 20 
With Mike Ranger/John. Martin. in a. 998 
Imp due to the late arrival of the number 
10 entry of Mark Glerowski with a Porsche 
Carrera, Co-driver John Taylor waited at the 


patiently and they eventually started 


The local Uiffe brothers were first Escort 
away using a 1798 BDA engine and Paul 
Appleby, Keith O'Dell were next using a 
1648 BDA unit as the large Mexico engine 
has not been rebuilt since its recent “blow 
up" on the Moss Tyres rally. Drummond 
Was next up using a 1985 BDA engine. Graham 


ond/Chris Gray on their way to winning the Hercock S 


impson. 


Lepley/Martin Harvey were at four using an 
ex-Roger Clark left hand drive works car 
with 1800 BDA power while the Identical 
sister car (both ‘used in the Hong Kong 
rally) was at 16 crewed by Dick Beeby 
Peter Marshall. Both these combinations did 
very well and they finished seventh and 
eighth overall only 2 s apart with Beeby 
the higher placed, At five came Paul Gilligan 
Peter Oddie, then Bob Chapman/Simon 
Bretherton and Malcolm Wise/Rod Palmer 
both with twin cams and the Vin Huxley, 
Nell Swain 1800 BDA and Terry Bartlett 
Roy Wilcox with an 1800 Twin Cam at nine. 

An 18 mile run out led ¢he rally to Stage 
‘One at Blockbrook Reservoir a short muddy 
farm track with a nasty bump towards the 
finish, David Stokes/N, Mills (1890 ce Escort 
TC) went out when the flywheel came off 
after an all-night building session. Appleby 
“yumped" and landed badly, the steering 
rack holing the sump but put up equal 
fastest time with Huxley 23 s over bogey 
and one in front of Iliffe and Drummond. 
Stage Two was at Bardon Hill and consisted 
of 14 miles of loose tarmac track going 
through an’ open quarry. Drummond. was 
fastest with 1 m 87s, 1 s in front of 
‘Chapman who was the same amount in front 
of Appleby who was now running without 
@ sump guard and losing a lot of oll. Roger 
Whittal-Williams was using his ex-tan Har- 
wood Escort/Rover but retired after this 
stay 

Wilbarston airfield was the venue for an 
all tarmac stage with Iliffe, despite having 


Paul Gilligan /Peter Oddie retired with overheating on Exton Two. 
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gearbox selection problems, beating the 
Carrera of Gierowski by 4 §. An enjoyable 
little forest stage in Harrys Park came next 
with Drummond beating Iliffe and Appleby 
now running way down the field due to the 
holed sump, which he had been unable to 
repair by 1s, 

Stage five at Fermyn was cancelled due 
to. faulty watches and Mike Fisher/Jeff 
Colborne (Escort RS) could not believe their 
luck at the rally finish because the throttle 
cable had broken on the stage and they 
took 7m longer than most competitors. 
Ranger/Martin (Imp) were to be seen no 
more. A 15 mile run took the rally to Stage 
six at Fineshade Forest and here both 
Kennedy /Palmer (Cortina Lotus) and Conley/ 
Ward (Imp) rolled badly. The Imp’s rear 
Suspension had collapsed and the car was 
written off with the driver being taken 
hospital. Graham Lepley was going well in 
the ex-works car and put up equal fastest 
time here with Iliffe, 16 s over bogey; he 
then put up fastest time on the next stage 
at Luffenham Airfield with a time of 1m 393, 

Stage eight was a very rough, bumpy, 
uncompetitive affair at Ketton Quarry and 
the remarkable thing was _Gierowski 
Carrerra doing 4 m 52 s, the fastest time. 
Retirements here included Reynolds/Clark 
(imp) with a holed sump, Brierley/Glover 
(Min) rear sub-frame broken, and Rodericks 
(BMW) which lost a wheel. ‘Acres went off 

continued, Ewles punctured, Appleby still 
bet “oo semguaed ond Wik he foating 
cruised" round and Wise got lost. Exton 
road five miles south of Grantham where sur- 
road five miles south of Grantham were sur- 
again fastest in 5 m 32 5, Iliffe did § m 38 8 
and Bartlett 5 m 40 5. 

‘There was now a short run to the half. 
way stop at Motorway Services on the Al 
road five miles south of Grantham where sur: 
prisingly there was not a time control 
Drummond was in the lead with penalties 
of 361 s with Miffe on 368, Chapman 405, 
Appleby 413, and Wise 417 in fifth place 
Stage 10 should have been at Sakiby airfield 
but when compeutors arrived the organisers 
were still trying to sort out last’ minute 
problems and sensibly cancelled the stage, 

It was dark when the first cars reached 
the next stage called Pickworth a 1} mile 
bumpy track. Chapman was quickest with 
Drummond 1 s behind, 


Stage 12 was Exton being run for the 
second time. This was the end of Paul Gilligan 
whose Escort collected a hole in the sump 
and the engine overheated while Beeby hit a 
rock and went off but got going again. 

Mike Fisher's Escort sponsored by Corgi 
toys was fastest with the same time as the 
Carrera did on the earlier stage Sm 32 6, 
with Drummond 1 behind and the rest at 
first three places only. However, the rest of 
least another 20 s in arrears, Stage 13 was 
Luffenham in reverse direction with the 
Carrera 7 s faster than anyone else, Next 
came Fineshade exactly the same as. stage 
six except that it had been shortened slightly 
and Iliffe took 36 8 over bogey time with 
Chapman 1 5 behind, 

Stage 15 was Fermyn almost 4 miles 
forest’ and the first’ bend caught out 
Gierowski, his Carrera going off into the 
ditch and’ retired. Chapman put up FTD, 1 5 
faster chan Drummond. Wilbarston Airfield 
in reverse was the final stage and Drummond 
got round in 3 m 46 5, 11's clear of David 
Ewles/Chris Lambourne (Escort RS). 

‘A short run took competitors back to the 
ideal finish at The Hunting Lodge, Cotting- 
ham. Results were rather a Jong time forth- 
coming and most people left knowing the 
the organisation had been competent and 
everyone appeared satisfied with the day's 


sport. 


Congratulations 


CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM 


on their class win in the 


BRITISH GROUP 1 SALOON CHAMPIONSHIP 


DRIVER: BERNARD UNETT 


The following Chrysler dealers all support the dealer team 


LYNE, FRANK & WAGSTAFF 


LONDON ROAD 
ENFIELD MIDDX 
Tel: 01-363 1203 
CHRYSLER & SIMCA 
MAIN. DEALER 


CANTERBURY MOTOR 
Co. LTD. 


THE PAVILION 
CANTERBURY 
Tel: 0227 63232 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALER 
Australian Valiant Distributor 


HERBERT ROBINSON 


NEWMARKET ROAD 
CAMBRIDGE 
Tel: Cambridge 59151 


| CHRYSLER MAIN DEALERS 


STAPLETON MOTORS LTD. 


279-289 HOLLOWAY ROAD 


LONDON N7 
Tel: 01-607 5851 
CHRYSLER AND SIMCA 
DEALERS 


e| 


ROY THOMPSON LTD. 


130 GREAT WESTERN ROAD 
ABERDEEN AB9 2NA 


Tel: Aberdeen 52391 


MAIN CHRYSLER DEALERS 
FOR ABERDEEN 


HALESFIELD MOTORS 
(TELFORD) LTD. 
PRINCE STREET. 
HALESFIELD 
Tel: 0952 586991 
We are the Chrysler Main 


Dealer that supports and 
participates in motor sport 
SIMCA MAIN DEALERS ey 


TOWER CENTRE 
GARAGE LTD. 


BURFORD STREET 
HODDESDON, HERTS 
Tel: Hoddesdon 69697 


CHRYSLER MAIN DEALERS) a 


JAMES ROSS & SONS 
LOCHRIN, EDINBURGH 3 
Tel: 031-229 1555 
CHRYSLER MAIN DEALER 
We sell them, tune them 
and race them! 
THis IS NOT A COMPLETE LIST OF DEALERS 
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Sports extra 


SILVERSTONE 


First round 
to Bob Rose 


‘The first of this season's five meetings in the 
Silverstone Sprint Champlonship attracted 
nearly 100 competitors to a cold but fine 
day on the club circuit last Saturday when 
job Rose, in his recently acquired McLaren 
MI4, took BYD. He blasted round three laps 
of the circuit In 2 m 1.2 s to leave the rest 
of the ‘I5-strong racing car class behind by 
more than 8s. However Rose collected only 
24 pts in the championship based on one 
point for every second improvement over a 
class bogy and the man of the day was 
Malcolm Allen in his 998 Cooper who collec 
ted a provisional 44 pts in the roadgoing 
saloon class (up to 1000 ce). Next highest 
John Corfield in bis Martin 

1431 


Malcolm Allen had only one other contest 
ant in his class at the start of proceedings 
but even so he went like fury and his time 
of 2.m_44.0 5 made the class bogy time of 
3 m 28.8 s look ridiculous. Murray Henderson, 
also in a Cooper, did 3 m 8.2 s to collect 20 


pts, With eight 


ars in the next class, up to 
1300 cc, T. C. Croft reduced the bogy of 
3m 8.2 § (0 a class-winning time of 2 m 36.25 
in his Cooper S and he finished 9 up 
on Mrs Pauline Richardson who put it across 
her husband lan by a clear second in their 
family Cooper. 5 (Escort RS) 
took the over 
be in the 30-plus bracket ahead of Jeremy 
Holt's Capri 

Quickest of the up to 1000 cc special sal- 
cons was Colin Rogers in his Cooper who 
got down to 2 m 26.6 3, winning the class by 
14 s from Basil Dagge (Imp) and also col- 
lecting 30 pts in the championship. In the up 
to 1300 ce class it was Coopers first and 
second Jack Davies taking the class in 2 m 
31.0's against a bogy of 2 m 53.2 s and he 
was just over a second up on Dave Carvell. 


Seven entries in the over 1300 cc class were 
headed by Peter Bennett in his Anglia and he 
gained similar points to Davies for he re- 
turned 2 m 20.8 § against a bogy of 2 m 42.2 s. 
The production sports class, up to 1300 cc 
and in road trim, went to Brian Tavender in 
his Ginetta G15 who had a best time of two 
runs in 2m 328 s to collect 30 pts and he 
Was 8's quicker than the Midget of Tony 
Batten, Things were closer in the bigger class 
where Elan man Paul Bernan did 2-m 332 5 
to beat Raynor Kershberg (Elan Sprint) by a 
second with Paul Kempson (Lotus 7), a 
further second away in third 

Russ Ward suffered a rare defeat in the 
1300 ce production sports class where he had 
to give best to Peter Winter. In his Midget 
Winter turned in 2m 288 5 to pip Ward 
(Sprite), by two-tenths and Ward only collec- 
ted second because Bill Lancashire (Midget), 
had the same time but only did one run. The 
five entries in the over 1300 cc class were led 
home, as expected, by Mike Overton's Marcos, 
but he had a struggle before beating Mike 
Trye’s Elan by fourth-tenths. In the final cate- 
gory the Ferrari Daytona shared by Robbie 
Gordon and Ron Collings took first and second, 
Gordon collecting a goodly number of points 
by returning 2m 14.8 s against a bogy of 
2'm 458 5 

With only three entries the 1150 cc sports 
racing class was a benefit for Len Gibbs in his 
Daren GT who was 23 s ahead of Gordon 
Foster's Mallock U2 but John Corfield and 
Frank Aston (Gropa) were only 24 s apart 
In the battle for honours in the 1600 cc class. 

With all the racing car boys grouped in one 
class a bogy of 2 m 25.0 s was easy meat for 
the majority. With Rose miles in front of 
everyone else on sheer power, it was left to 
Charles Richardson's Lotus 41C to fill the 
runner-up spot on 2 m 9.4.8 with Bryan Small 
(F3 Tecno) third on 2m 108 5. 

Next round of the championship is this 
Saturday when the organising club will be 


Sporting Owner Drivers” Club. 


Last Saturday 
Hathaway and Till on the front. 


STP prodsports race featured this back-to-front type start with Chatburn, 


TRIAL 


Owen’s Dellow 
wins at Afonwen 


Liverpool MC attracted 36 competitors for 
their production car trial at Afonwen near 
Mould, Flintshire, last Sunday, where the best 
performance overall was achieved by the Del 
Tow of R. A. C. Owen who dropped 69 marks 
fon the 30 sections. The club arranged five 
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classes and divided each one into categories 
for cars with and without the ordinary tres 
for the vehicle. Lowest score was achieved by 
Roy White's Imp, which won the specials class 
(it had no windows), with a total of 52 marks. 
The same car, driven by P. Ellis, was second 


edited by Robert Fearnall 
RALLY 


Fog cuts field 


Fog was the main reason why only 23 crews 
struggled to the finish of the Carver-Traders 
closed rally organised last Saturday night by 
Burnham on Sea MC which had started with 
43 crews tackling a 105-mile route on OS 164, 
76 and 177, Winners, after leading through: 
were Andy Butt and Tom Green in their 
ort TC who dropped 17 m_50 s ¢o win by 
nearly 5 m. This was Green's third success 
fon the event; he won it as a driver last year 
and the year bofore he was in the navigator's 
Seat. Butt finished second last year. 

‘At the halfway mark Butt/Green had a 
minute in hand. over Mike Nixon/Andrew 
Bodman in a 1600 Anglia, with Ed Hardy/ 
John Walker third in thelr Clubman GT, a 
Turther minute down. Nixon/Bodman had a 
poor second half and finally dropped to sixth 
Sverall. Butt and Green took the Carvers 
Trophy for winning the experts class while 
the Traders Cup for the best novice crew, 
only five crews from 18 starters finished, went 
to Peter Vile and Rod Wyatt In an Imp on 
29 m 50 s. Dave Stagg/Tony Brown were well 


up with the leaders in the first half in their 
Anglia until they slid Into a bank when they 
lost their brakes. 


RALLY 


Good performance 
by Martin Watson 


It was the survival of the fittest sast Satur. 
day up north when only 39 crews from a 
field of 120 completed the 185 mile Super 
Visco Regent Rally organised by. Stockport 
MC on OS 108, 116 and 117. But the crew 
that won, Martin Watson and Jeff Hignett 
(Escort TC) earmarked themselves for @ 
bright future as they led several far more 
experienced crews throughout a good event 
to return a score sheet with 34.84 penalties 
and they finished about six minutes ahead of 
Brian Roe/Peter Forrester (Mexico), who col- 
lected a bottle of champagne for fastest on the 
two selectives. 

In a first half notable for the number of 
retirements, Ron Yates/Ken Jones retired 
their Escort TC after a shunt when the pres 
sure was really on, Roland Young/Dave 
Cowell called it a night after Young had 
spun their Mexico out of contention and Ian 
Lawless/Martin Coleman got _ thoroughly 
soaked when they arrived at a ford at full 
steam with the windows open. The force of 
the Impact cracked the exhaust manifold on 
thelr Escort TC and they disappeared. Other 
main talking point on the event was the lack 
of petrol available at the halfway halt which 
affected in the main the later semi-experts and 
the novice crews. The halt had been changed 
at the last moment but even so crews who 
wanted to carry on had to go to an all night 
Station in Holywell for replenishment, 

Tn addition to the fine win+of Watson/ 
Hignett, semi-experts class winners B and O 
Powley’ brought an ancient Mini through to. 
fifth overall and the best novice crew, G, 
Bardsley/D. Schoular (Cooper S), were 11th 
overall 
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Sports extra 


CROFT 


Taylor breaks record 
in convincing win 


‘A good crowd saw the Martins Texaco Rally: 
cross championship get off to a fine start at 
Croft last Sunday, with Embassy European 
rallycross champion John Taylor taking the 
overall honours, as well as 2.4 s off his own 
lap record. He drove his 2 litre BDA-engined 
Escort, with experimental suspension consis 
ing of coll springs all round and a Watts 
linkage at the rear, to a 6.6 5 win over Nick 
Jesty's Wessex Racing 1400cc Mini. Tony 
Drummond, fresh from his success on the 
Hercock Simpson Rally on Saturday, was 
third overall and won the knockout competi: 
tion, a splendid performance considering he 
had’ had no sleep for two nights. The Jesty 
family had a good day, with Judith taking 
fa great second place in the knockout 

‘The drizzle which had been threatening all 
afternoon kept away until the knockout com: 
Petition, but the course got slower as the day 
went on, and the first run times were the 
Ones that counted. Among the non-starters 
were Drew. Gallachtr and Jeff Williamson. 
John Clarkson was a late entry along with 
Taylor and George Warren, but arrived very 
shaken up with the dubious distinction of 
having rolled his Transit, with the Escort 
aboard, after a front tyre blowout. He under: 
standably non-starced. 

‘The Darlington and District Motor Club 
decided to start the cars five at a time, and 
Tony Drummond, despite a half-spin on lap 
2, shot away to win the first race with a 3 m 
54.4 5, the time which eventually netted him 
thied place. Robin Kinnear finished second 
In his Escort TC, followed by John Forrest's 
similar car, David Potter took his Cooper $ 
toa 4m 14 s win In race two, followed by 


Gilbert Richie's Mini and Frank Greenway's 
TC Escort. Race three saw the start of the 
show, John Taylor coming out and showing 


what rallycross is all about, and he did this in 
fine style by slicing 24 off his own record 
and ‘winning as he pleased. This perhaps 
somewhat overshadowed George Warren, who 
did a fine sub-4 m run of 3m 58.6 s. 

Nick Jesty had a fine win in race four with 
4.3 m 456 s, 10 s ahead of Mick Bird, who 
was ‘still one of only seven drivers to get 
Under 4 m, Last years champion, Peter 
Vaughan, did not have a very good day, for 
although’ he recorded a 3 m 84.6 s to’ win 
event five, he had a 10 s penalty for marker 
knocking, and this put him out of contention 
for honours, though he still managed 11th 
overall. He had a close race with Phillip 
Lilley, who was only 3 § behind at the finish. 

Pip Carrotte won race six with a time of 
4m 1.2 5, with Dave Fuell piling on the coals 
less than'2 behind. Judith Jesty showed a 
glimpse of things to come with a fine run 
Of 4m 7.0 s. Some fine drizzle greeted the 
drivers in event seven, which was won by 
Keith Stone’s immaculate 1300 cc Cooper S 
in 3 m 58 s. He was over half a minute ahead 
of Eric Fletcher's 1275 cc Mini. The last race 


of the first runs, event eight, was a close- 
fun affair between four Minis, with Ray 
Smith's Nagspeed version finally taking the 


honours on 4 m 8.0 s. lain Gardner took a 
definite dislike to the markers, and incurred 
15 s in penalties for his troubie. 

Race nine started the second runs, and was 
predictably won by Drummond. John Forrest 
Spun his Escort and retired. Nick Jesty drove 
another good race to win event 10 with ease 
from Kinnear. Andrew Stout was left strug 
gling on the grid at the start of race 11 


48 


which Mick Bird won with a very good tim: 
of 4 m Oss A fully si 
3 sight, bur Bird nearly lost 
Inst corner of the last lap and 
the man with the chequered flag t 
prayers as. well 

We actually had the amazing sight of John 
Taylor being outdragged as far as the firs 
comer on his second run, but he had the 
inside line and demoted George Warren 
second place. That is how they went over 
the finish line, bu: Warren nearly lost second 
place when he spun on the last corner. He 
Siso had a 5 s penalty, but next man home 
John Cockerill had a spin and 25s in penal 
ties 50 that put him ou! of the runoing. There 
was bumping and boring at the start of race 


caused 
say his 


13, and Rex Hanson indulged in a quick spin 
but continued. Phillip Lilley took fastest time 
with his rapid Cooper S, followed by lain 
w 

ith Stones put up the most 
performance of ‘the day, with only 
Gifference between his two runs. His second 


un time of 3m 58.6 % was beaten only by 
Taylor and Mick Jesty. lain Gardner provided 


the excitement in race 18 by rolling into 
the ditch on his second lap. He was unhurt 
fand drove the car back to the paddock after 
the race. Dave Fuell took the honours, with 
a 4 m O8 5, an identical time :0 Mick Bird's 
Second run. The final race of the second 
Tung was won by Dudley Stock in 4m 11.0 

The knockout competition attracted 24 
entries which conveniently made four races 


of six cars, The first three cars in each race 
went into the semi-finals, and these in turn 
produced Tony Drummond, Robin Kinnear, 
John Cockerill, Judith Jesty, Dudley Stock 
and David Potter to give us a final. Potter 
Unfortunately non-started. Drummond led in 
2 spectacular ‘manner from start to finish, 
putting the car at. some impossible angles 
Judith Jesty showed the rest of the men the 
way home with an excellent drive into second 
place, followed by Stock, Kinnear and 
Cockerill 

It this meeting is anything to go by we are 


in for another good series of rallycross at 
Croft. and one hopes we will see more of 
drivers of John Taylor's calibre. The course 
is popular with the drivers, and there were 


murmurings to the effect of it being ideal for 
2 European round, One can only wait and see, 
but Croft surely deserves It 


JOHN HORNBY 


ITV’s rallycross 


A World of Sport rallyeross meeting will be 


held at Lydden Circuit on Friday, November 
Sth organised by the Kentish Border and 
Tunbridge Wells MCs. The meeting Is being 


telerecorded for subsequent showing on World 
of Sport and in addition to the usual open class 
there's a separate Gl category. Entries should 
be sent to Doug Jennings, 36 Wilman Road, 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent (Tel: Tunbridge Wells 
41216), 


Britain's bigges! 
this weekend a! 
TEAC Embassy 
and contrary t 


ever rallycross takes place 
Lydden. It's the final of the 
International rallycross series 
recent reports, the series Is 
Stil ‘wide. open ‘with double’ points being 
Scored in this event. In fact it's possible for 
ine competitors t0 clinch the championship 
Which is being led by John Taylor's Escort 
on 59 points from Franz Wurz's VW of 54, 
Rod Chapman's Escort on 83 and Stig Blom- 
Qvist's Saab on S1. These four top the entry 


Rod Chapman holds third place in the Wills 


| Great rallycross Lydden final 


Vist 
Pee 
Pint 


for Saturday's final with other leading 
including the de Rooy brothers in Dats, 
Eklund's Saab, Juhani Kynsilehto from 
nd who will be having his first drive 

an Alpine. and leading Mini men Hugh 
Wheldon, David Angel and Nick Jesty. Sat 
urday’s final will also be shown on BBC I's 
Grands while there's a separate non 
championship international rallycross at 
Lydden on Sunday starring many of the top 
names again 


Championship before Saturday's big final 
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Sports extra 


AUTOTEST 


First victory 
to Ballance 


With vital positions in both th 
BTRDA Championship and 
Championship still to be decided ther 
@ small but quality entry for the last round 
of the autotest championships organised by 
University of Swansea MC at the University 
last Sunday. BTD went to Peter Ballance, his 
first, with his 1340 ce Mini but the main 
exeltement was reserved for the big Minis 
‘class where Phil Darbyshire (Clubman GT) 
came from behind to tle with Stuart Tayle 
fon the very and then won the ru 
‘off. Double cham 

hu 


win over Peter Noad In the 
big. saloons class. 

‘The University organisers a 
tests On the third test t 
shire set himself he big task of catching up 
when he clipped a pylon. Young Tayler, in 
his 1275 GT. kept going really well and 
Darbyshire had to drive hard to reduce the 
defiet’ and in his Graham Cooper prepared 


. 


eee 


car he finished dead level on the last test 
With RAC Championship points at stake there 
had to be a run off and going first Darby. 
shire gave Tayler no chance by putting up the 
fastest time of anyone on the test. ‘Thus he 
collected his class in the RAC series by one 
mark from John Larkin who had a poor day 
in his Cooper S. 


Peter Noad also gave himself a lot of work 
to do with a penalty early on with his VW 
but he found Tony Hunt (Mexico), in no mood 
to relax and although the Wembley driver put 
in some really fine times in the later stages 
he had to be content with second just ove 
2's. down 


The only class winner not to have a penalty 
was Smith but even so he could not ease up 
at all for Cliff Robinson was in sparkling form 
in his supercharged Sprite and stayed within 
striking distance of the champion for most of 
the day. He finished over 12's down and in 
turn was 18 8 up on Barry Hunter (Sprite). 
For Ballance the day was the climax of a 
good season in which he has promised much 
at several events and on this occasion he put 
the entire lot together to clinch BTD in 284.8 5, 
just under 4s quicker than Smith, Hi 

Promoted him to third in. cli 

emerges as a real threat in his ci 


PRODUCTION TRIAL 


Morgan antics 


The Morgan Sports Car Club  Nogantics 
Production car (rial near Shelsley Walsh last 
Sunday, produced entries from 23 Morgan 
‘owners’ and they made up more than half 
the entry. Best performance went to Ross 
& District member Robert Andrews who 
dropped only two marks in his Dellow on the 
16 “sections, his nearest rivals being. the 
Minis of P. Bradley and P. Davies both of 
whom lost seven marks to head the FEFWD 
class, 

Mike Causer (Escort) had a 10 mark win- 
ning margin in the FERWD class with a 
total of 56 marks and in the huge sports 
car class the Morgan Plus 4 of Pi 
nett got home by nine marks c. 
Thorne’s 4/4 model, Third, with 50 marks 
lost, was Brian Gilmore in his Plus 4 model. 


Bill’ Holt Jar, in his Morgan Plus 8 had to 
compete with the rear engined lads and did 
0 successfully taking the best Morgan award 
in the class on 13 marks leaving VW men N. 
Mansell to win the class on I1-marks to the 


20 marks dropped by R. aie 
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@ Mobil Ol! Company Limited has decided to 
withdraw sponsorship of the Mobil Economy 
Run next year. The company has been asso- 
clated with the event, organised by the Hants 
and Berks Motor Club, for nearly 20 years. 

‘A Mobil spokesman says of the decision 
“Our basic objective throughout has been to 
demonstrate that ordinary motorists who 
‘anticipate road conditions carefully, can 
achieve excellent mpg results without sacrific~ 
Ing performance. But in today’s circum- 
stances faced with escalating costs and a 
tightening oil supply situation world-wide, we 
have reluctantly decided that we can’ no 
longer sponsor a competitive motoring event, 
even one where the prizes have traditionally 
gone to the most economical drivers. 


© Run mainly for novices the fifth 1 
Knighthawk Rally, organised by the Nat 
Westminster Bank’ MC last Saturday night, 
was won overall by Alan Carpenter and Peter 
Singleton in an Escort who dropped 17 mins 
on the 110-mile route and the Knighthawk 
Trophy went to the top novice crew A. 
Goodyer and L. Bain (Escort TC), who finished 
fourth overall 

With an entry of 50 competitors the 
organisers made life easy to begin with and 
very few crews had been penalisesd by one- 
third distance. Life then began to get tough 
and with short sections following each other 
crews found they had to cut controls to stay 


PRODUCTION TRIAL 
Betteridge’s double 


For the second year in succession Brian 
Betteridge won the Trials Cup wi 
Midland Centre of the MG Car Club ran 
their Autumn production car trial at New- 
house Farm, Dunley, ‘Stourport on 
Severn last ‘Sunday. Dropping 72 marks on 
the 34 ‘sections Betteridge retained the 
trophy In his Sprite with 


Potential BTRDA Champion Geoff Spencer 
brought along his Cooper to tackle the 
opposition in the front’ engine fwd class 
and he pulled out an early lead over Alf 
Williams (Allegro) and Paul Breakwell (Club- 
man GT). The latter were evenly matched 
for much of the day but Spencer was always 
just that little bit ahead and he won the 
class by. eight from Williams, with 

further eight in arrears at the 
Wells never had any 
with his Skoda 


day reflected his superiority over Phil Shaw 
(Mexico), who in turn was streets ahead of 
the Fiat 124 of lan Greenhalgh, 

Among the sports car men competition 


was not particularly keen as Betteridge went 
out on his own from the start and 
Brown 


lcolm 
and Emie Foster, in Sprite and 
yectively, could not match the p 
f the Walsall butcher who pro- 
ceeded to gain his first outright success with 
Sprite, "Brown had no diffculty in 
imost em! 


ley and Millward engaged in a 
ruggle in the rear engined cl 

on the second lap Bradley eased ahead by 
two marks and with a further single mark 
gained on the last circuit he was home by 
three marks, the pair finishing well al 
Austen May! (Imp). In the class for pri 
MGs Mike Slynn emerged victorious. in his 
TD model but not before he had to withstand 
a strong challenge from John Clifford in his 
32 version and the gap at the end was only 
11 marks while third place went to Michael 
Crumpton, also in a J2 


Sheffield's One-Eleven Motor Club scored a 
jouble first on October 21, not only wet 
they the first club to organise an autotes 
‘at Sheffield's superb new. traffic training 
ground at Lightwood, but they came away 
top points scorers in the Shell Yorkshire 
League event, 50 entries, the best turnout in 

rea for several years, had three runs at 
varied ‘one saw 

1s (1275 §) make BTD from Dave 
Class 


Mini) who wa 
for high potential saloons saw a rousing scrap 
between Bob Bean (Fordsure Mexico) and 
Mick Beadle (Crystal Mexico) resolved in 
favour of the rallyman, who excelled on 
test 7, resembling a mini stage, The two 
cars, “which arrived on trailers, Alan 
Forrest's Anglia and Bob Moorhouse’s Lotus 
7 both hit @ tree on this one, which must 
encourage them to drive to meetings! Clas 
four for low potential saloons saw the wil 
driven NSU TT of Simon Cork just. scrape 
home from Pete Longmate's neat Datsun 1200. 
Alan Rogerson’s very well driven 3500S Rover 
finished an excellent fourth. This wonderful 
site, with its maze of narrow, kerbed roads 
makes for great sport. 
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Sports extra 


HIGH PEAK 


Pearce again 


High Peak winner Jack Pearce. 


For the first time in several years Sunday 
High Peak sporting trial was held in bright 
weather over rel round. The Shef- 

responded 


vietory in a most convincing manner. 

Most of the leading Northern and Midland 
contenders were amongst the 25 entrants 
only Norman Manser failing to make the start 
whilst Peter Blankstone fell foul of the scrutl~ 
eer when the brakes were discovered to be 
lacking In hydraulics. Martin Griffiths, bett 
known for bis speed hill climbing prowess. 
made his debut at the whee ther well 
used Alexis whilst Bill Evans brought his Beva 
out for the first time this autumn having now 
recovered from his recent lines. 

With four rounds to be attempted during 
the day, two prior to lunch, the cars were 
despatched in twos to the hills giving no one 
the opportunity cf fresh ground at the expense 
of bis rivals. Such was the thought given to 
the Iayout of the sections that most were 
climbed at least once during the day by at 
Teast cne person whilst many were to flounder 
at various points, Wet ground, adverse cam- 
bers and gradient were all utilised to test the 
control of the drivers, none presenting any 
real danger of tipping cars over or bringing 
‘on heart failure. 

"The close of the opening round saw Pearce 
with the loss of only ten points In a two point 
Tead over the local wizard, Lol Hurt (BMC 
Special), These two had already a ten mark 
margin over Julian Fack in the now Hillman 


Imp engined Cannon who in turn held at bay 
three drivers on 24, Ivor Portlock (Dryad). 
Robin Jager (Nymph) and John Dibble (Can: 
nen), Laurie Brown was well in contact with 
his Aberties a point in arrears whilst he held 
a similar advantage over Evans (Beva) and 
Mike Smallwood (Delta). 

‘No calamities were to befall the leading 
cars during the second round, although such 
Wwas the competition that there were several 
place changes amongst the leading cars, Pearce 
furned in another round of ten to retain his 
lead. a score matched by Hurt to keep his 
seccnd place. Fack’s third spot remained intact 
although some skilled driving by Brown moved 
im on to the same total of 38. Evans increased 
the pressure to take fourth place ahead of 
Smallwood although both Jager and Dibble 
were beginning to fade slightly along with Ivor 
Portlock. Ray Hatton began 1o show well with 
a total of 52, encugh to raise him a couple 
of places into eighth place. 

Refreshed by hot sweet tea or something a 
trifle stronger. thanks to the generosity of 
the “ Rent-a-Hill" brigade, battle was rejoined 
pen the unyielding slopes for the third round. 
Lel Hurt was soon in trouble with a puncture 
in a rear tyre and retired to the paddock to 
Change a wheel. His troubles were not to end 
there, a couple of unbelievable errors dropped 
him farther behind the Kincraft and allowed 
Julian Fack to close within seven points of 
‘Second place. Mike Smallwood disappeared 
Suddenly from the leader board as a result of 

bination of bad luck and driver error, 
Smassing ‘no less than 47 penalties on the 
round to total 96. 

‘Bill Evans, Ivor Portlock and Laurie Brown 
continued to make ground but with no hope 
of catching the very much "on form” Pearce 
4s they entered the final tour. Putting seldom 
a wheel awry Jack Pearce recorded his second 

iecessive 14 of the afterncon to romp home 
by an enormous margin with Hurt comfortably 
second. A disappointing last round by Fack 
enabled Evans to usurp his third place and 
Portlock and Brown to draw level 

‘A fine drive by Don Williamson netted him 
seventh place, his Doncan lacking the power 
of the leading cars, being one of the few 
fitted with the old Ford side-valve unit 

With the lion’s share of the RAC and 
Semperit/BTRDA points falling once more to 
Pearce he now holas a commanding lead in 
both championships. The Semperit Marshals 

distributed in the form of torches 
most appropriately, by the 


Shoe inpke (recargh TS 
‘Stet Boos Ge das: 1. Gur 
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DRAG NEWS 


Series finals 
at Santa Pod 


© With both the last rounds of the STP Top 
Street and Pro Stock championships and th 
final round of the BDR & HRA Points race 
this weekend, the traditional Guy Fawkes 
meeting should close the season down in 
Style with reworks and bonfire on Saturday 
night, 

‘Kevin Pilling has the Pro Stock side sewn 
up, for although he only leads Gary Goggin 
62 to 61 at present, he will get a bonus of 10 
points for attending all events, while Gary 
missed a couple at the beginning of the year. 
Third is Tony Dickson with 37, but his bonus 
will not be enough to affect the overall stand: 
Ings. Way down at 8 is Gerry Andrews, whil 
various mechanical ills have kept all the 
Others out of contention, 

The situation in Top Street is a bit more 
open, for although Pete Andrews cannot be 

with 42 points, the battle for the next 
three spots is quite open. Bob Oram with 
26 is just ahead of Dave Rose with 21 and 
Richard Smith with 20, while none have any 
bonus due to them. John Ledster with 12 
and. Ivan Fryer with 9 lead the rest of the 
© The overall championship is divided into 
two groups, Top and Senior; and Middle and 
Junior. David Vizard with 63 leads the lower 
group, with Gerry Cookson at 62 and Robin 
Failis with 47 and Brian Parkins with 48. All 
four have attended every meet, 30 fin 


In the upper group, 
‘60, but he has missed one event, giving Kevin 
Pilling. 53, a strong chance. Péte Smith, 46, 
Gary Goggin, 48 and Phii Elson 46,’ and 
Dennis Priddie with 37 have all missed at 
least one round, while Ray Hoare with 45 is 
now out of action with engine failure, 
© Ray has clinched the Castrol/Custom Car 
Championship though, his 14 points leadit 
John Whitmore's 8. Roz Prior's solo run at 
the last meeting gave her 6 after only com- 
peting in two rounds. Ray was unable to 
make the event, and conceded the race to 
Roz, taking his runner-up points automati- 
iy. With the recent improvement in the 
the 1974 season should see a much 
Closer fought championship, with two or three 
new cars being built for this very reason. 
@ Dave Stone predictably leads the Competi- 
tion side of the same championship, with 18 
points to last year's winner, Phil Elson, with 
12, with Freeman Rodgers doing well to get 
5 points with the carburettered Ford against 
the two fuel burners of Stone and Elson, 
© Lastly, leading the list for the trophy that 
no one wants is Tony Dickson, who has man- 
fed to do five red-light starts in competition, 
Tony Merry with 4 can only equal him at the 
last’ meeting, but there is no truth in the 
rumour that ‘Dickson will do another one to 
get six if this should happen. Well, not deli- 
berately anyway! 
@ Sad news comes from America, where 
Paula Murphy, who endeared herself to all at 
the Santa Pod Internationals with the STP 
funny car, recently crashed in her new rocket 
car. Apparently the parachute failed to open 
fand the car took off at some 300mph. Paula 
Suffered a broken neck in the crash, but is 
‘said to be out of hospital and recovering well, 
while the car has also been repaired. The 
new breed of Rocket cars currently touring the 
Strips for demonstration runs are putting up 
almost unbelievable times, with Daye Ander- 
Son, driving the “Pollution Packer” recently 
hitting 346 mph in 4.6 5, and several other 
similar cars over 300 mph in the 5 second 
range. 
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GONDSEAIR ne 


PERSONAL EXPORT—WMGs and AUSTINS, FAST DELIVERY, EFFICIENT SERVICE 


= OF 


NEW CAR SALES—392 NEW CROSS ROAD, SE14 — Tel : 01-692 4607 or 01-692 4651 
NEW RELIANT SCIMITAR GTEs EARLY DELIVERY. DEMONSTRATION CAR AVAILABLE 


85. 10 am-7 pm Mon-Sat 10 ams pm Sun 
SELECTION FROM STOCK se 


JARVIS & CO., SEAGRAVE ROAD, S.W.6 


01-381 0660/0761 


E-TYPE DROP HEAD COUPE 

1970. White. Chrome wire wheels. Hard 

Ang eet ne Sane eee pitied Excellent condition. Yellow. Automatic, LHD, sir 
LOTUS ELAN $4 conaioning. 30,000" miles 

1971. Fixed head coupe. Finished in royal 

blue. Push button radio. Truly excellent 

condition £1095 


Z28 CAMARO 


1971 Chevrolet Camaro 228. V8, 4-speed 
close ratio gearbox. Power disc brakes, 


MASERATI GHIBLI 


Buying houre—must sell immediately. 


Positraction rear axle, radio. New Poly. 
steel tyres. £1995 


Tel: 01-644 0034 


MACH 1 MUSTANG 1973 


9000 miles. Every extra. Radio/tape 
player. Sundym glass. Rear spoiler. PAS/ 
PA brakes. Automatic. Special paint finish 
with white trim, £2995, 

Tel: Danbury 2871 (Essex) : 
or Ingrebourne 45423. 
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ON THE BORDERS OF 


John James Sot 
Cars as recital BERKS 


in the Hampstead gard 
sara oes a8 Lovus Qs GINETTA. scimiTan fil 


3972 Europa Twin Cam 
4970 Elan DHC. Yellow 
1971 Scimitar GTE. Manusi/overdrive 


Choice of several Ela 


Large stocks of and Scimitar parts. rte Showy 
Service and repairs by works trained stall Vis aceon 


WHARF GARAGES Nn 


STOKE-ON-TRENT = : 7 
oe So vabseiaTess OPEN "55sgnscan zm 


TRIUMPH STAG LOTUS PLUS 2 ROLLING CHASSIS 
Convertible, 1972. HINE & WHITE complete with engine and 


Finished in sapphire blue with black trim: gearbox, dry shafts, diff, 


Manual’ ‘transmesion “with” overdrive 
Redon This car ‘hes’ covered an above brakes, etc, but without body, 
£220 ono. 


average mileage, but look at the price. 
£2100 ono. wes. 
Contact Mr L. M. Dacey. 
Tel: 348 5687. 


Tel: Weston super Mare 21684 (otic) a tyfinn pg epee 
gerry marshal 


sper-Mare 29516 (home). property of one of the partners ans 


1972 CHEVROLET/ 
CAMARO SS 


electric aerial, 2 owners ows 


1872 NSU R00. Metallic red with black cloth 
upholstery. Sundym. HRW, radio, electric 
8,005 warranted miles 2750 


1971 Jaguar via. 242 Eyp8. F British 
MGB (1965) taanaat geaston] emia thesia nw. 
wnat onty. 8.509 miles trom new ‘czas0 


All extras. This car is immaculate. This 

is @ one owner car serviced every 1000 

miles. When not on the road has been 

kept in garage, no rust whatsoever. Mile: 

age 3500 miles. Still retains new car smell 
£800 ovno. 

Tel: Harpenden 2194 


E-type 42 FHC. Fini 1 (Me yea) FIAT 


radio. 38 


1969 MGB GT. Finished in blue with Black interior 
Wire wheels, 28,000 warranted miles. 1 owner 


Marshall 
Wingfield Ltd’ 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204, 


CORVETTE STINGRAY 

1972 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. 454 cu 

in V8. 4-spoed gearbox. Power steering, 

mag wheels, split panel roof, radio. Custom 

paint in metallic derk brown and gold. 
£3395. 

Tel: 01-644 0034, 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 


Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 
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RE MOTORWAY SFORTS CARS SLOAN MARSHALL 


02H Capek 1408 GT £765 GARAG' 


ROGER CLARK [EE ees 


SAT Taree, tn 008 Sy tre ran, bine ‘seine 
Now Lotus lew "tyres, exhaust. 
Now Jensen-Hesleys Tengenne/olves ed 3098 


‘Alfa Romeo 2000 Saloon. Ex demo 


‘rorsche SH1€° Targa. White. & Goma 1966 LOTUS ELAN 


‘se00 
E-type viz 55 E-type FHC. Siva? ajay in root 


Si ac. $3 D.H.C. wei 


18 AAI eRe Ee Briliant example 
Coventry Road, Narborough, Leics Nowe ae ee eee: Sales : 01-876 $245 
it Narborough (063 729)" 32 RE ola Works : 01-876 9171 


56-58 Barnes High Street, SW13 
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LOLA T290 GRD 273 Formula 2 Car 


for sale in excellent condition complete with rebuilt complete with BDG, 1 race only, and FG400 gearbox, 
FG400 gearbox. Assorted spares and gear ratios. Two Konis and many spares. This car has only done 2 races 
1800ce Richardson FVC engines available, both in from new. 


excellent condition. Four wheels with wet tyres and ont " 
numerous other tyres available. 1968 Bedford diesel Rolling chassis, including gearbox, £2600. 
transporter with covered back and long range fuel also 1 practice old Racing Services engine £2000 


tanks, Available immediate delivery 1 race old Cosworth BDG £2800. 


A. BIRCHENHOUGH, ; 
Causeway Cottage, Radipole Village, Weymouth. Jl tly 


CLUBMANS CARS 


RACING CARS 
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NO DEPOSIT TERMS 


1972 BRABHAM BT 38 FORMULA 2 


Complete with Hewland FT200 box. Superb order, 
little used and never shunted. 


Price less engine £1,850. 
Price with Mk 13 Cosworth twin cam £2,150. 
Phone Maidenhead (Berks) 21215 or 38473. 


McLAREN M8F 


Special Turbos-Morand, 
‘transformed as M20, 
central engine, reinforcing 
and lightening’ chassis, 
new body design wi 


“C’ type Jaguar, Ecurie Ecosse 


Chassis # 1008, famous racing history, 
1952—Ecurie Ecosse—ian Stewart, 9 races. 9 firsts, 
1953—Ecurle Ecosse—Jimmy Stewart, Ninian Sanderson, J. 
Scott Douglas (drivers) 


Full history documented. 


Licensed in England 
JWS-353 


Herb Wetson — 516-561-9544, New York, USA. 


[_ wmieiinon erie 


feta “Smal ‘clone’ of Shel 


2 bhp, plus 
ad 
E: 


AW Fellabiity and 
bid 


The Dove Group offer Jo Lockyer's 


FULL RACE 850 MINI 


Body fully lightened, coil spring rear suspension, just 
scrubbed Firestone drys on Mambas, Weber, s/c ¢/r 
gears, LSD. Bob Fox Mk 4 Sprite head complete with 
trailer. £495. 

Tel: 01-688 3656 (day, Alan Palmer); 

0303 53147 (evenings, Jo Lockyer). 


Frank Hopper offers for sale his successful 


1973 Formula Ford Royale RP16H 


with works Vegantune engine and spares. This Cham- 
pionship winning car has to its credit : First overall in 
the Townsend Thoresen Championship, Third overall in 
the B.O.C. Championship, 12 Firsts, 13 Seconds, 15 Times 
‘on Pole Position, 24 Times on the front row of the grid, 
and numerous Fastest Lap times. It is as new and has 
been completely checked for next season. All suspen- 
sion using Ampep Joints. Engine just rebuilt. Guaranteed 


competitive. 


OFFERS AROUND £1,775. 
Tel: 01-450 4818 (evenings) 
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MARCH 73B 


4 races only, FT.200 plus ratios, 3 sets of wheels and 
tyres, aeroquip Lockheed calipers, £3,500. 


Titan B.D.A., unused since rebuild, £1,000. 


Broadspeed B.D.A., unused since rebuild, £1,000. 
Please contact R. Thomas, 


TITAN CARS, Paxton Hill, St. Neots. 
Tel.: Huntingdon 74402 


BLOW VICTOR 3 
MONTESA 250 KART 


Contact RICHARD at Wolverhampton 755286 evenings and weekends, 
iene ‘Dudiay. S4a08_{Wores) 


BRUCE VENN OFFERS 


his championship winning Scarab Vee for sale. 
This car has to its credit 8 first places and 3 seconds 
from 14 starts and a total of £700 in prize money 
this season. This car is to full 1974 and 1975 specifi- 
cation with twin Webers, dry sump, full fire extin- 
Quishing system, car cover, alloy wheels, Firestone 
slicks—large and small rears. Also new Firestone 
wets on steel wheels. 
Sensible offers please to Bruce Venn. 


Tel: 01-778 7766 day and Orpington 23120 evenings. 


FULL RACE 9998S 


Split Webers, s/c c/r gearbox. Mag wheels 
on Dunlops. LSD. Spares include: wheels, 
wets, etc. Offers. 


Burnt Island 3641 (Fife) 


FOR SALE 
Brabham BT18. 1000cc Cosworth/MAE. Hewland Mk 
6 4/5-speed. 53.0 Brands, 38.0 Mallory Club. £1200. 
1600cc Twin Cam. Fuel injected. Complete with clutch 
and exhaust system. £400. 
Brand new Trailer. Suitable most Formulas. £80. 
1966 Bedford 3-ton diesel Transporter. £150 ono. 
Brabham wheels. 8° and 10” with intermed’s and 
wets. 
Cosworth/MAE parts. Pistons, flywheels, etc 
Two complete sets Weber 40s with manifolds. 

All advertised open to offers, so give us a ring. 

Tel: Steyning 812415 (Sussex) 


MARCH 732/3 
Ex BOB EVANS 


6 races since updating latest spec. Vegantune 
gear ratios. Spare wheels, wets and drys. 
Trailer. £2500. 


Also 
Nova Motor. £450 ono. 


DANNY SULLAVAN 01-229 0077 


LOLA 1330 
1973 


Complete with new spare engine, numerous 
tyres, wheels, wings, etc. 


Any road or race car taken in exchange. 


Please Tel: 01-902 9313, Tony Brown. 
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rs THE HEXAGON 
-# —___ LISTER JAGUAR 


JCB class winner 1973. 
| Complete with all spares 
and trailer, etc. 


Complete specification 
‘on request. 


TROJAN F5000 


5 races only. 
Complete car plus two 
| Alan Smith engines, 
and all spares. 
(Invoice for spares 
approx £2500.) 
Transporter included. 
==" Offers around £11,000. 


Contact : PAUL MICHALS at 
01-340 0929 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 
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To be sold complete ready to 
win 1974 championship for 
the sum of £950 


Start prize money this season total £809. 

i 5 1sts, 5 2nds, 2 3rds. 10 fastest laps and 

. Ne 4 lap records out of 13 starts. Full set slicks 
a and wets. Many spares. 


2nd British Championship—t1st British car in European Championship. Prize money for 1974, £1725. 


Also ROYALE SUPERVEE 


New Metso Broadspeed engine, £1750, complete 1974 spec. FSV prize money for 1974, £6175. 


Contact : OLLY VOLKSPARES 
1 Venner Road, Sydenham, SE26 
‘Tel: 01-778 7766 ; 01-467 3050 (evening) 


LIGHTWEIGHT M.G. MIDGET 


Ex Tony Spashett/Mike Crossfield. Completely rebuilt 
1972, since when following work has been carried 
out: new s/c c/r box (Aldon Automotive) new 
front chassis whole car has been jigged and is a 
guaranteed straight, fitted LS diff, coil spring rear 
Suspension, flicks on magnas, new 356 intermediate/ 
wets on Revolutions available with/without brand new 
Demon 1330 engine, masses of spares. Custom built 
trailer and a Bedford Towbus. Whole outfit is immacu- 
late and ready to race, and is one of the fastest 
normally aspirated Midgets around. Only reason for 
sale—lI urgently need the money. 


@ 72 MB8E to F SPEC. 
e@ 84 MOTOR 


Complete with 
ENGINE SPARES. 
20 WHEELS AND TYRES 
@ ‘69 MARQUIS CONVERTED TRANSIT 
TRANSPORTER 
Contact : 

Mr Stepney, Billingshurst 3210 

for further details 


Everything advertised above, £1150. 
Everything except engine, £925. 


Mike Crossfield 
19 Yerbury Street, Trowbridge, Wilts. 
Tel: Bath 61521 (day); Trowbridge 5230 (evening) 


FVC powered ultra-lightweight 
full race Escort. Very success- 
ful car. Placed every time 
raced including 20 wins. FVC 


One Lancia 1.6 HF Fulvia works rally car 
never rallied, only used for demonstration 
purposes. £1650. 


engine and ZF 5-speed gear- Apply : 
box, both unused since rebuild. BWME Co Ltd, 
Full spec too lengthy to mention. Shaw Road, 


Tel: Radstock 3285 (Som) for details. 
BARGAIN £1,595 
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Dudley, Worcestershire. 
Tel: Dudley 52958. 
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Ex works (Andy Sutcliffe) F3 Elden Mk 12 now 

fully sorted following intensive development pro- 

gramme. Complete with 1973 Holbay engine, Hew- 

land Mk 9 gearbox, suspension parts and body 

spares, also with set of good slicks and Abe 
a) 


1965 Jaguar E-type Fixed Head Coupe. British Racing green. Radio, chrome wire wheels. 
Sunshine roof. At present being extensively overhauled in our workshops £650 


1972 (L reg) Volvo 144 De Luxe. Auto. cypress xeon Fitted radio and Radiomobile 8-track 
stereo. New tyres. Immaculate condition ...... ... £1700 


1972 Ferrari Dino 246GT. Lime yellow, black interior. Fitted radio and 8-track stereo. Electric 
windows and aerial. Pristine condition. Low mileage. A very desirable car £4700 


Ford Diesel Coach Transporter. emery converted. Fitted winch, senerera ie ys 
accommodation for 4, sink, cooker etc. . £750 


2 x Lotus 41.6 Stud Magnesium wheels 8 x 13 c/w ee Racing AYpRO zs occdvesernt 220 
2 x 10” Rim x 13” Dunlop Racing CR65 Mk 2 Tyres ...... Rar ako 


Elden Mk 10a Formula Ford. Falconer body: sah baleesbind Hewland Mk 8 8 gearbox. Automatic 
fire extinguishers. Two races only ... £1800 


These cars are being sold due to the imminent arrival of our 1974 cars 


Contact: Telephone: Farningham 862133 


WANTED 


LOTUS 30 or 40 or other mid-engine sports racing 
car. GT coupe preferred but open version considered. 


Complete car, rolling chassis, parts, etc, any condition 
considered. 


Robert Thurman. Tel: 01-629 1685, 9-5 (office hours). 
01-722 9621 (evening). 
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VOLVO GROUP 1 RALLY CAR 


Volve,144 Grand Lux, 1972 K reg.. Fuel injection engine, 135 
bhp, sliding roof, spare tyres. roll cage, limited slip differential 
Complete to Group 1 specification, our own highly individual 
and successful TV rallycross car in superb condition. Part 


Sponsorship cons.dered for successful competition purchaser. 
Painted to customers choice. £2100, part exchange welcome. 


ntact: Bruce Ri 
Ladbroke Continental (Leamington) td 
Main Volvo Agents 
Willes Road, Leamington Spa. Warwickshire 
Tel: Leamington Spa 21381 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 
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on senvice HIGH DUTY RACING CAR 
: ae pial Beer a tiesgaee Mertens one oe SUSPENSION SPRINGS 


AUTOFARM 


65 High Street ve Specialists in the supply of racing 
‘Yodaington 2625'S" O1-064 41% (evening) and rally springs. Send SAE for 
stock lists of racing car springs and 

all your spring requirements to 


HOWE CAMS 
nen tae D. FAULKNER 


FORALL Manufacturers Agents 


Leading specialist for every make 
WEBER CARBURETTERS Ppa aie 17 Oxford Crescent 
‘New Malden, Surrey KT3 5QN 


Rear Hollyville Cafe, Main Road, 
West Kingsdown (near Brands Hatch) Tel: 01-942 6120 
Tel: 2347 (Kent) 
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BALANCING 


“ee onan PERSONAL 
ih Avi sais data it 


IRIS MONTAGUE ETTER CO. 
AME MONIGE NBER, at snes 
aa oon 


CLEARANCE SALE 


Sone. RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 


IWR ENGINES 24 Oldbury Pisce, London. WI 


Tel; 01-998 6781 (24-hour Ansafone) 
FORD and BLMC 
Send SAE for specs & price list 
IAN WALKER CONVERSIONS 
Dept. AS, 236 Woodhouse Road, London N12 
Tel; 01-368 6281/4 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 1, 1973 


Linea Sport FPT. 


The finest racewear money can buy. 


TL EEWO)ISD & sau, erent vee 
io Gilt ees 


griffin’ PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD ano FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 


UK Distributors : Gordon Spice Ltd, 
T2b Contral ‘Trading Estate, ‘Staines, Middx. Tel: Staines 57867 


PRECISION FASTENERS FOR 
‘SPORTS AND RACING CAR CONSTRUCTION 


Deal with the speciation 


WT. BOLTS — sockeT screws. 
WASHERS — SELF-TAPPERS — 


PLANE AND SELF-LOCKING NUTS — 
IVETS — ROSE JOINTS — LOCTITE 


ALEC PINE FASTENERS LTD. 
‘Tat teenth (Ouran) 7s, 
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BARRY ELLIS RACING 


123 Engineer Road, West Wilts Trading Estate, 
Westbury, Wilts. 
ASTRALI CONTENDER (13” dia) STEERING WHEELS, COM- 
PLETE WITH BOSS AND READY TO FIT. MODELS FOR MOST 
MAKES. PLEASE STATE MAKE, MODEL AND YEAR WHEN 
ORDERING. ONLY £5.60 each 
Price includes VAT and Postage—Order below. 


NAME ADDRESS 


FARROW RACING ENGINES 


are now able to offer e limited quantity of competition engines 
eg. 


dyno tested at £1075 brand new. 
1600 CLUBMANS. Prices from £585 brand new. 
Engines built, rebuilt, short motors etc, BL or Ford, 


FARROW RACING ENGINES, 
15 SOUTH AVENUE, HULLBRIDGE, ESSEX. 


Tel: SOUTHEND 230591. 


CAR SITE FOR SALE 


Attractive site for 40 cars in busy South London. shopping 
centre. Fronts on to main road but mple side street 
Parking for customers. 5 
utzoings are very low espe prominent 
position, The site is leased on a yearly basis until fedevelop- 
‘ment some time after 1982. 


For sale at £8,000. Serious enquiries. 
Please telephone between 10 am and noon weekdays. 
01-701 5465. 


SALE OF RACING SPARES 
AND MISCELLANEOUS PARTS 


FELDAY ENGINEERING LTD, 
Somerset Hill, Holmbury St Mary, Dorking, 
Surrey, RH5 SNA, 

Tel 730 22: 
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TRAILER Leet Pet sett Jochen ent branes, taht, ram 


SPARES ¥ 


88, 


01-366 0256 


1600 CLUBMANS short stroke. dry sump, gear drive cam, 
complete with carbs and contactless ignition, broken in and 


MONKEY BIKE | LZ Mende MinicTral Mk, Low mileage and 


Ma i iz h HAVE VACANCIES FOR THE 
FOLLOWING PERSONNEL 
Proprietary parts buyer 
Van driver — full- or part-time 
Centre lathe turners 


Glass 


Good working conditions and rates of pay. 


re laminators 


Apply the 
FACTORY 

MANAGER. 
Bicester 3993. 
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TRANSIT 3 LITRE JANSPEED POWER FOR YOUR CAR 


35 cwt 1972 professional converted 
TOW VEHICLE/WORKSHOP/CARAVAN 


benches, vice, lockers, etc. Seven seats, full-size 
Alfred Bull awning, stereo radio. Immaculate order ee ee 
There ara many typus to choose trom for 


throughout, fully serviced, tax. £950. inatat on ——— ear mesel tom single 147 SU 
Contact PAUL WELDON, ESQ., ce JSANSPEED E noke DOE Webere 


East Knoyle 365 (office hours). 


MRE (Racing Services) Ltd. 


BS FABRICATIONS 
OWING TO RECENT EXPANSION 


Reg Ottice BS FABRICATIONS LTD REQUIRE 
1 Station Road, Bourne End, Buckinghamshire 2 SHEET METAL FABRICATORS 
ENGINES 1 CENTRE LATHE TURNER 


To work on monocoque and suspension parts for 
some of the leading Formula 1 teams. 

Top rates of pay, good working conditions. 

Phone or write : BS Fabrications, 9b Lye Trading Estate, 
Old Bedford Road, Luton, Beds. Tel: Luton 36718. 


SABRE AUTOMOTIVE LTD. 


have immediate capacity for 


HEXAGON OF HIGHGATE LTD 
require 


Full-time ROAD TESTER 


Must have experience on high performance cars. 
‘Wages by negotiation. 
Contact : Mr Leech, 01-340 3431. 
Also required 


Fully Skilled MOTOR MECHANICS 
and PARTSMEN 


ROGERS WORKS 


RENAULT ALPINE 1600S. Dieppe prepared Group 4. 
Featured on front cover May ‘72 Triple C. This 
fabulous car is offered at the realistic price £3750 


ESCORT TC. Full Group 2 international rally car 
Immaculate condition, no expense spared. A real 
beauty at 158} horse power. Going for a fraction of 
original cost. £2450. Ideal RAC class winner. 


WORKS AUDI 80GL. Group 1 rally prepared for RAC. 
New Blue-print engine just fitted. German registered. 
Tax paid. £1950. 


COOPER S Mk 2, 1970. 1293cc. International rally 
prepared, as seen on ‘73 Acropolis. Very clean and 
tidy. £625. 


Fabrication. Monocoque or tubular chassis, 
wishbones, components and chassis repairs. 


Contact Bill Stone, 
Bicester 42615 


27" x 12" Imp Minilites 
2 10""x 15" Morgan VB 
7 8” x 15 Morgan V8 (fitted new Dunlops) 


2 7 x 13” Lotus 6 bolt 


ENGINES 

1 all steel twin cam big valve engine. Genuine 167 bhp. 
Dyno test only. Offers. 

1 Laystall 72-75 stool crank 

1 Manin 63 mm stee! crank 

1 Ginetta G4 sadiator 

2 45 DCOE Webers 

1 40 OCOE Weber 

1 Lucas transistor black box 

1 Lucas fuel bomb 

1 Lotus Elan comp mag disc case 

1 set Lotus front covers 

1 Lotus twin cam cylinder head car casting 

1 Lotus Elan comp 3.5 cw pinion 

1 Lotus 47 rear hub casting 

2 Aston Martin sports car cam shafts 

3 Martins steel rod blanks 

4 BRM steel rod and pistons 

1 set T/J injection 1600cc crossflow Ford 

130° mag dry sump MAE 

1 Escort dry sump. 

2 Lotus twin cam rally cams 380. List 

1 Lucas crossflow flat cylinder head 

1 Lotus Cortina exhaust manifold 

2 Lotus Elan five peg k/o rear hubs 

4 Lotus Elan four peg k/o hubs. Spinners 


01-697 4283 
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ROGERS WORKS, 01-657 2741, 
or 01-657 6428 
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SERVICES 
RACE AND, RALLY 10m ° TRAILERS ‘tonto dtos 


SPACE FRAMES 


ROLLOVER BARS 


page BARS 


ROLL OVER 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


STEERING WHEELS For all wheel problems contact: 
—oraurs’ Ss MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


!, Shopherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tol: 01-749 1391/2 


F noorogs ogzroee cee 20 


STICKERS 


FREW & COMPANY LTD 
Glasgow Road/ 
Riggs Road 
Perth 
Tol: 25121 


PERRYS OF FINCHLEY 

279 Ballards Lane 

Finchley London N12 
Tol: 01-445 8883 


(Coalpit Heath) LTD 
'253 Badminton Road 
Coalpit Heath 
near Bristol, Glos 
Tel: Winterbourne 8271 


JOHN WILLMENT 
(Mitcham) LTD 
181-191 Streatham Road 
‘Mitcham, Surrey 


CRYSTAL 


172 Anlaby Road, 
Hull 
Tel: Hull 25732 


Tel: 01-648 0071 
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GUIDE TO SHOCK ABSORBERS 
= CGemontweeks 


ribs COMP SHOCK ABSORBERS MOTORTUNE 


AT LOW, LOW PRICES 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 


KONI SHOCK ABSORBERS 


Trade and retail enquiries welcome. 


250 Brompton Road, SW3. 
Smithy, Tattenhall, Nr. Chester: (off main A41) 01-581 1234 


OPEN 


RED TRIANGLE KONI, ARMSTRONG, SPAX, 


WOODHEAD, MONROE 


AUTO SERVICES LTD. RECONDITIONED UNITS 
cmmten sce | BUCK & BROMLEY 


Warwickshire 


Tel: Kenilworth 57303 (1970) LTD. , 


Koni distributors in the Coventry qZWvencaa need (Amana 


i i istri Shepherds Bush 
and South Warwickshire district hepherds Bus 
Sole suppliers of Alvis car spares Tel: 01-743 4366/7 | 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Cheque/PO value enclosed, 


Classification heading CT lena ot ear, ote 


—— 
| 


E 


For office use only [ 
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DA nace 
WITH KES 
DOBBIE AUTOMOBILE GRD \ 4 
RACING TEAM — Wy 


Offer for Sale the following Works Supported Cars: 


International 
Formula Three 
Team Cars 


Pedro Passadore 
THREE 374, ROLLING CHASSIS 
COMPLETE, LESS ENGINES ** £2400 Each 


International 
Formula Two 
Team Cars 


Noritia Takahara Bertil Roos 


TWO 274, ROLLING CHASSIS 
COMPLETE, LESS ENGINES £3,400 EACH 


Each car will carry a works guaranty for six months on 
workmanship and G.R.D. designed parts. 


Enquiries should be directed to: 
Dart Racing with G.R.D., Griston, Norfolk. 
Telephone: Watton 881521 Telex: 975331 
Contact: Andrew Ferguson 


When you fit Michelin Radials to your 
car - no matter what make or model 
it is - remarkable changes come 

over it... 


positive cornering 
—intidy acceleration 

—in controlled braking 

—in bitingly efficient roadholding 

Fit Michelin Radials and improve your car’s 
performance —and its trade-in-value—on 
the spot. 

Drive Michelin Radials through the filthiest 
conditions — discover the confidence of their 
roadholding. For speeds up to 113 m. 
drivea Michelin ZX. Upto 130m-p.h.— 
XAS and in excess of 130 m.p.h. drivea 
Michelin XWX. Check with your 

dealer now. 

For further information on Michelin Radials 
=the ZX, the XAS, XWX and Xm-+s write 
to: Technical Information, Michelin Tyre Co. 
Lid.,81 Fulham Road, London SW 36RD. 


